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6c F ALL the Christmas gifts that I received last 

year, The Sunday School Times has brought 
the most lasting joy and help, and I want to thank 
you again for your gift.”” So read a letter received 
by a subscriber who had passed on The Sunday Times 
to several of his friends at Christmas time. As you 
make up your Christmas list for this year, why not 
consider carefully the special Christmas Gift offer on 

page 796,0f this issue of The Sunday Schgol Times. 




















A Christmas Song 


By Ruth G. Winant 


Gor give me a song fof the world that’s glad 
When cometh the Christmas-tide, 
For fain would I teach the world_a song 
Joyous and free and clear and strong, 
Gladness to bring to the Christmas throng, 
To add to the joys of joyous men, 
Full in Excelsis sing again. 
Low and sweet, low and sweet 
Down in my heart these words repeat: 
Jesus the Saviour is born! 


God, give me a song for the world that’s sad 
When cometh the Christmas-tide, 
For fain would I teach the world a song 
Cheering and sweet, in comfort strong, 
To east life’s hurt and to right life’s wrong ; 
For many there be that walk this day 
With hearts attired in a lonesome gray; 
Low and sweet, low and sweet, 
Down in my heart these words repeat: 
Jesus the Saviour is born! 


God, give me a song for the hearts of men 
When cometh the Christmas-tide, 
‘For fain would I stop earth’s hurrying feet, 
Jostie and rush with noise replete, 
And once again those words repeat 
To sad and to glad as they trudge along 
And bid them echo the Yuletide song ; 
Low and sweet, low and sweet, 
Sad and glad in their hearts repeat: 
Jesus the Saviour is born! 





—<—— 


Hope for the Misfit 


What should the man who is a misfit do? A 
square peg and a round hole do not constitute a diffi- 
cult problem for a carpenter. He does not try to force 
the peg into the hole, neither does he throw it away. 
He may lay it aside for future use. Or he may do 


‘one of two things: either cut down thé peg to the 


proper shape, or use it in another place. Do you feel 
like that peg? Are you laid aside for the moment? 
Then rest, and trust the Master to use you later on. 
Are you too big for your present position? Then 
surely you need to be trimmed down; and, although 
the process may hurt, trust him; he can make you such 
a perfect fit that no one else will do as well. If it is 
possible that you really are in the wrong place, then 
ask the Lord to move you in his own time and way. 
One thing is certain: in the work shop of the Car- 
penter of Nazareth there is a hole for every peg. 


<= 


Victory the Secret of Peace 


There cannot be peace until there is victory. The 
natural man is at war with God,—Adam started 
that, for the whole race, when he rebelled against God 
in the sin of disobedience. Since that time every one 
—except the Lord in his incarnation —has been born 
a sinner, with the carnal mind, which “is enmity against 

” Thus the unsaved man lives in perpetual war- 
fare against One who is all-powerful and all-loving, 
and at the same time all-just, and who must therefore 
deal with sin in justice. There had to be victory over 
the sin and sinfulness of men, before men could be 
at peace with God; and sinful men could never win 
that victory. That is why God sent “his own Son in, the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,” and “condemned 
sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3). When Christ had died 
for the sins of men, and had been raised again from the 
dead, the victory was won. When by faith we accept for 
ourselves this great sacrifice of the sinless sin-Bearer, 
God accepts his Son’s righteousness as our righteous- 
ness, and we are not only forgivem but justified: counted 
as just and righteous in God’s sight as Christ himself. 
Then, and only then, “being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom, 


5:1). Because Christ won the victory for us, we can 
enjoy a blood-bought peace. The victory of Christ 
is the peace of man. The victory of the Saviour is 
the peace of the redeemed sinner. “For he is our 


peace.” 
. en 
Peace the Secret of Victory 


. There cannot be victory until there is peace. 
That is, one who is to have complete victory over that 
which opposes him, must have perfect peace within 
himself, and peace toward all with whom he should 
be at peace. Christ could never have won the victory 
over our sins if he had not been at peace with the 
Father who sent him to win this victory. “Where- 
fore when he cometh into the world, he saith . . . Lo, 
I come to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10: 5-7). He 
was at peace with God, therefore he could win the 
victory for us. And a great lesson here is that no 
man can, experience victory if he is not wholly at 
peace with God. J. Russell Howden, of England, 
said during the recent Victorious Life meetings in 
Philadelphia: “We are not ready for the warfare of 
the Lord until we have the peace of the Lord. You 
cannot send a battleship into action with a mutiny on 
board.” If we would have the peace which is the 
secret of victory, we must let the Captain of our Sal- 
vation put an end to all mutiny within us. We can 
do this by yielding ourselves “unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead,” and then by praising him that 
his grace is sufficient for us, and that his strength is 
made perfect in weakness. We are to take God’s 
naked word for this, without feeling, without ‘sight, 
without evidence or experience. Then “the peace of 
God, which pas all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus,” the mutiny 
is over, and in his own time and way our Lord will 
show us that “we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved fis.” 


Two Great Key Words fo the New Year 


NY ONE who will may have, in 1926, a year of 
more marvelous success than his best hopes or 
imaginations dare conceive. 

God gave Israel a promise, through Joshua, who is 
an Old Testament type of Jesus, in these words: 
“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” 
(Josh. 1: 8). 

If one objects that this is a promise limited to Israel, 
and related to the Old Testament law, then let him 
turn to the New Testament to see what we may count 
on who are not under law but under grace, and concern- 
ing Jesus, not Joshua. Here we read: “We all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

A year of steadily maintained and steadily increased 
glory in our own lives will be a successful year. And 
we may have it, if we will. 

The secret is to live in the Word of God, both Old 
Testament and New. If we would continually behold 
the glory of the Lord, we may find him as the great, 
domifiant, ever-present theme of the Book, from 
Genesis to Revelation. . 

But there is a peculiar and exceptional opportunity 
that comes to us in the early months of the new year, 
through two rich Bible courses for both Sunday-school 
and individual study offered by the International Lesson 
Committee. These are the Uniform Lessons for the 
first two quarters of the year, and they open up the 
unsearchable riches of two great key-books, or key- 
words, of the Bible. The first three months of the 
year are given to the Gospel of John. The second 
three months are given to the book of Genesis. Books 
of beginnings indeed are these. 

The Gospel of John is addressed to dead men, that 
they may begin to have life,—a life that will never 
end. The marvelous things set forth in this Gospel, 
which is so different from the other three Gospels as 
to have been placed, by universal consent, in a class by 


itself, “are written, that yé might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of ; and that believing ye 
might have life through /his name.” John’s Gospel 
tells men how to begin to live; and in order to do this, 
the Holy Spirit carries the reader back to where the 
unaided mind of man could never go: “In the begin- 
ning was’ the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” 

Genesis is the other book of beginnings, revealing 
to men by the same infallible inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit the things that science and philosophy and hu- 
man research of every sort could never discover. Like 
the pealing of a pycas bell in the tower of a, glorious 
cathedral comes the/nrst word of the Word: “‘In the 
beginning God created the heaven arid the earth.” 

Do we know Genesis? Do we know John? We 
cannot understand either book without the other. And 
the new year provides our opportunity for studying 
them both, in the light of all that reverent, believing, 
scholarly men of God have been enabled of him to 
learn concerning these inspired messages; more, per- 
haps, in this day in which we live than ever before, 
because of the ever-increasing light God is giving, 
through archeology, through fulfilled prophecy, and 
through his gracious disclosings of that which is 
needed as the world’s failure becomes increasingly 
manifest, and the return of the Lord draws nearer and 
nearer. 

The International’ Lesson Committee sounds a chal- 
lenging call to God’s — as it offers the first three 
months’ studies in John’s Gospel. Here is the invita- 
tion: 

“This Quarter’s lessons are primarily evangelistic. 
The Gospel of John was written to persuade men té 
accept Jesus as the Son of God through whom they 
are to be saved. While this evangelistic note is held 
as the keynote of ow study, the Quarter also offers 
an outline of the entire Gospel in its historical aspects, 
and it is hoped that, im the older classes, the entire 
book wili be read at home ond swmmarized in the 
teaching.” 


Have you ever really mastered a book of the Bible? 
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Not that we can ever exhaust the content of any such 
book ; but it is possible so to read and reread the book 
as a whole, so to discover the perfect, symmetrical 
architecture, God-breathed, in its structure, that we 
can think through the-entire book with our Bible closed. 
Why not do that during the first three months of the 
New Year? Why not read the entire Gospel of John 
once a week for those thirteen weeks? Only God 
knows what blessings, what “ju cess,” he will pour out 
into our lives if we do. 

Will you start praying, now, that every unsaved 
member of your Sunday-schogl class may be saved 
as a result of these first three months’ studies in the 
Gospel of Life? Will you pray that countless num- 
bers in other Sunday-school classes, the world around, 
may be saved before those three months are past? 
Will you pray that God may use his own written Word, 
in this Gospel, which tells about the living Word, 
his own dear. Son, to bring that far-reaching revival 
in the whole body ‘of Christ on earth for which thous- 
ands upon thousands are praying? Do we dare to 
claim the success that God is offering us as the new 
year begins, for his true Church, and for the weary, 
war-wrecked, defeated, struggling world? 

In God's providence, one of the results of the Edi- 
tor’s visit last summer in Great Britain is a manu- 
script from the noted London physician and student 
of God’s Word, Dr. A. T. Schofield, whose meetings 
in Glasgow were being so abundantly blessed early in 
the summer, of which a report was published in the 
Editor’s travel articles. Dr. Schofield has been do- 
ing, these many years, in Great Britain, something of 
what Dr. Howard Kelly has been doing in America, 
—two “beloved physicians” who gratefully acknowl- 
edge their eternal debt to the Great Physician, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

After the Editor’s visit with Dr. Schofield in Glas- 
gow, the latter spent some time in Switzerland, and 
high above Chamounix, in the midst of the highest 
Alps, amid the glories ‘of that unique land, he made 
a fresh study of the four Gospels, and gained what 
was to him, and what will be to most others, utterly 
new light on the Gospel of John, in connection with 
the crucifixion of our Lord. Indeed, he has been ef- 
abled by the Holy Spirit’s leading to discover what 
seem to have been hitherto unnoted facts concerning 
emphases and-characteristics of the four Gospels that 
offer overwhelming evidence of supernatural inspira- 
tion, and that lift up one’s heart in fresh adoration of 
our wonderful God and Saviour. 

This series of articles by Dr. Schofield will be pub- 
lished in connection with the new year’s lessons in 
John, and add to the opportunity that lies ahead. 

And with the first lesson in John there will be re- 
sumed those’ rewarding expositions for the teacher by 
Mr. Scroggie, which he furnished for a few months 
a year ago and was obliged to discontinue on account 
of ill health, Mr. Scroggie will write every week 
for the Times during the first six months of the year. 

Again, if ever there was a time when the key-book 
Genesis needed to be studied afresh by the people of 
God, that time is now. Almost the entire educational 
world of to-day rejects Genesis. They do not say so; 
but their teachings say so. Evolution is the enemy 
of Genesis; and the present-day theories of geology, 
biology, and psychology, when laid side by side with 
the early chapters of the first book of the Bible, dis- 
close their unscriptural character. We must know for 

ourselves, by fresh and first-hand study, just what 
God does declare in this book of beginnings. And 
we may know, if we enter whole-heartedly into the 
opportunity of the second quarter of the year just 
ahead. The International Uniform Lessons commence 
in April with “The Story of Creation,” from Genesis 
1:1 on; and then they continue, for three months, 
through the great themes and historical and spiritual 
records in this book. “The Beginning of Sin” is 
studied; “God’s Covenant with Noah’; Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,— we are invited to travel along 
life's pathway again with these men of old, whose 
characters and leadings are set before us by the Holy 
Spirit as no uninspired human history has ever been 
written, 

Genesis is a longer book than John, but it is by no 
means beyond the average Christian to master the 
wonderful story of its half a hundred chapters during 
the second thirteen weeks of the year. Any Sunday- 
school class or individual that follows this course with 
open mind and honest intention can be grounded in 
the great things of God against every assault of the 
Adversary. 

Here again, the Editor’s recent journey in foreign 
lands is linked with a remarkable contribution to the 
study of Genesis. Before going abroad he had cor- 
responded concerning the publication of a new book 
on Genesis, written by an Italian university man of 
the highest scientific standing. Both the Publisher 
and Editor of the Times were so impressed by the value 
of this manuscript that they had accepted it for pub- 
lication last spring ; and in Genoa Mr. Trumbull and 
this Italian-scientist, Dr. Giorgio Bartoli, had a memor- 
able visit. Dr. Bartoli’s book on Genesis will be pub- 
lished in ample time for the lessons of the Second 
Quarter, and some of the material will be given in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times. It is a sci- 
entific man’s study of the Biblical record of creation in 
the light of the recently discovered Chaldaic documents, 
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and it opens up an amazing field. Dr. Bartoli, who 
knows the theories of modern science as most ‘of us 
do the multiplication table, has been led of God to see 
their unscriptural fallacies, and he recognizes that the 
Bible is the veritable Word of God in its every word. 

It is in view of such rich and satisfying Bible courses 
as these, provided by the International Lesson Com- 
mittee, together with other considerations mentioned 
in Notes on Open Letters in this issue, that The Sun- 
day School Times believes that there is not sufficient 
need for an alternative course of lessons, such as the 
Christian Fundamentals Association has been furnish- 
ing in the Whole Bible Sunday School Course. After 
the conclusion of the 1925 lessons in the Whole Bible 
Course at the end of this month, the Times will not 
continue their treatment, but will concentrate its atten- 
tion upon these remarkable studies in two great key- 
books of the Bible during the first half of the year, 
and on the further admirable courses in the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lesson Series after that. 

Let us prepare in thorough and prayerful fashion 
for a fresh and deeper knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the Gospel of “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved,” into which we come as we cross the threshold 
of the New Year. “This is the disciple which/testifieth 
of these things, and wrote these things: and we know 
that his testimony is true.” 
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The Whole Bible Sunday School. Course 


We had about determined, in our school, to take up 
the Whole Bible Course with its fundamental teaching, 
when we learned from what we considered reliable 
authority that this series would be discontinued ‘the 
first of the year. 

Then the Baptist Bible Union announced that this 
course would be continued, but in writing to them we 
have not been able to learn of any available printed 
matter on these lessons. We want to adopt the Whole 
Bible Course in our school, but all the lesson helps and 
comments we can find so far, with the single exception 
of the limited amount of material in The Sunday School 
Times, déals with these lessons from the adult view- 
point only, and there is no help for the younger grades. 

Is there any publishing house you would recommend 
as fundamental who are now publishing such literature 
for younger teachers? Do you contemplate enlarging 
the space devoted to these lessons in the Times?—A 
Seattle reader. 


After careful consideration, The Sunday School 
Times has concluded that it can best serve the interests 
of its readers in the new year by concentrating upon 
the International Uniform Lessons, and not continuing 
the treatment of the Whole Bible Sunday-school 
Course. The chief reasons for this are three: The 
satisfying character of the Uniform Lessons in two 
great key books of the Bible, John and Genesis, com- 
mencing with thé new year, as set forth in the edi- 
torial in this issue; the fact that. the great majority 
of ‘Sunday-schools find the Uniform Lesson System the 
most useful; and the fact that very few Times readers 
have beeni using the Whole Bible Course. The Sun- 
day School Times recently published a statement ask- 
ing readers who were using its helps on the Whole 
Bible Course to let the Editors know. Replies were 
received from less than twenty schools, representing 
less than two hundred teachers. Considering the cir- 
culation of the Times, of well toward 100,000 copies 
a week, reaching every state cand province in North 
America and more than one hundred foreign countries, 
pe use of the Whole Bible Course is almost negli- 

ible. 
The Times loves and honors the leaders of the Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, and recognizes the 
sincerity of their motive in having issued a Sunday- 
school course. The Editor of the Times has been an 
enthusiastic member of the Association from the be- 
ginning, and continues his membership and hearty fel- 
lowship with that group who are standing so nobly 
for the old faith. Their testimony is greatly needed, 
and will increasingly be needed. But the Times, 
after having given full opportunity for a test of the 
independent Sunday-school course, now believes that 
it is not vitally needed, and also recognizes that the 
large and multitudinous responsibilities of the Funda- 
mentals Association leaders have prevented their giving 
to the course that time and attention and strength, 
with preparation far in advance, which are needed 
in the really great undertaking of providing suitable 
Bible study for the vast Sunday-school army. 

The Whole Bible Courses have been issued so late 
that it has been difficult for Sunday-school publishers 
and editors te handle them adequately. Particularly 
has this been true of the course for 1926. Not until 
the end of October was The Sunday School Times able 
to secure the finally corrected list of lessons for the 
new year, which are from the Gospels; twenty-eight 
lessons from Matthew, with Mark and Luke studied 
collaterally; then twenty lessons from John; thus 
covering forty-eight lessons, and leaving four Sundays 
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for review. It will be noted that the first thirty les- 
sons in this Whole Bible Course for 1926 parallel the 
nine months’ lessons covered by the Uniform Series 
from July of last year to March of this. Many of 
these lessons are identical in title and Scripture selec- 
tion The Uniform Lessons for the first three months 
of 1926, as shown in the editorial in this issue, are in 
John’s Gospel; and there is, naturally, considerable 
overlapping of the Uniform and the Whole Bible 
Course. 

Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that, how- 
ever one may differ with members of the International 
Lesson Committee as to their attitude on important 
matters in Bible study, the Uniform Lessons that they 
furnish consist of the Bible only, devoid of comment 
of any sort, and therefore offer unrestricted oppor- 
tunity for the study of God’s Word. Not only that, 
but the Uniform Lessons give large opportunity for 
thoroughgoing study of the fundamentals of the faith; 
within the last few years, for example, they have cov- 
ered such doctrines as the Inspiration of the Bible, the 
Deity of Christ, the Virgin Birth, the Atonement, 
Christ’s Bodily Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, and 
the Second Coming of Christ, through studies in Dan- 
iel and Revelation. The Uniform Lessons have also 
repeatedly furnished entire book studies. 

Several religious periodicals are discontinuing their 
helps on the Whole Bible Course at the end of this 
year. For those who may wish to use it in 1926, The 
Sunday School Times commends the helps furnished 
by The King’s Business, 536 South Hope Street, Los 
Angeles, Cal. ($1.25 a year, 20 cents a copy) ; and the 
publications of the Union Gospel Press, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Primitive Bible School Quarterly (75 cents a 
year, 20 cents a copy) containing helps for superin- 
tendents, teachers, and other adults, and also a section 
on ‘the lesson in simple form for boys and girls; Bap- 
tist Bible Union Adult Lesson Leaves (each set, 16 
cents a year, or 4 cents a Quarter); Baptist Bible 
Union Junior and Primary. Lesson Leaves (each: set, 
16 cents a year, or 4 cents a Quarter) ; and the lesson 
exposition by’ Dr. Howard A. Banks, in the magazine 
“Christ Life’ (monthly, $1 a year, 10 cents a copy). 
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Do You Use The Sunday School Times 
in This Way? 


Readers of The Sunday School Times are cone 
tinually sending unexpected encouragement and appre- 
ciation to the staff, as they tell what, the paper means 
to them. Rarely, however, have the Editors received 
a testimony richer in practical value than one just in 
hand from a Massachusetts woman, What she does 
with the Times is of such definite, simple, and common- 
sense suggestiveness that many will welcome her let- 
ter for its usefulness to their own work. She writes: 


I am the superintendent of a small Sunday-school of 
thirty members. 

The first use I make of the Times is in preparing the 
lesson. I prepare the lessons one Sunday in advance, 
very thoroughly. After reading over the lesson text, 
and the Home Readings, I go over the “Lesson as a 
Whole.” “Then I read over the lesson’ as prepared for 
the various departments or classes, and clip any items 
that would be of interest to any of my four teachers. 
(We have only four classes, Primary, .Junior boys, 
Senior girls, and Adults.) 

In the Sunday-school room I have a bulletin board. On 
this are displayed, every Sunday, the Lesson Cartoon, a 
Lesson Illustration, Suggestions for Prayers, as well as 
items of interest to our own denomination, 

Once a month I have a meeting of the teachers ard 
parents of the school. One of the papers presented is 
on “Current Events of Interest to the Sunday-school 
Teacher,” and the material for this is nearly all taken 
from the Times’ “Survey of Religious Life and Thought,” 
and from “With the New Books.” 

We consult the Times’ Bock Catalogue when we need 
books for prizes, or new books for our library. 


Personally, I find I get much of value to me from the 
editorials, and frequently use ideas gained from them 
in the weekly prayer service. 

The special series of articles, such as Dr. Howard 
Kelly’s and Dr. Haldeman’s, I collect and pass on to 
friends whom I think would be interested in them, 
marking them, “To be returned for further circulation.” 

I am a busy mother and housewife, but do you wonder 
that I sit down in the midst of my morning duties to 
look over The Sunday School Times when it arrives? 

Always I am expecting that I will find in each new 
number something better than I ever found before, and 
the expectation, thrilling as it is, never can equal the 
thrill I have when I get hold of a new idea in some part 
of the paper. : 

I forgot to state that I read the advertisements as 
well, and much of my new Sunday-school equipment 
comes from firms that advertise in The Sunday School 
Times, 


May God richly bless the minds of those who make 
this paper the great blessing that it is. 


If you would like copies of this Massachusetts 
mother’ s letter, to hand to your pastor, superintendent, 
or other fellow-workers, you may have whatever num- 
ber you can use, free of charge, by sending a postcard 
request for the leaflet “Do You Use the Times This 
Way?” to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Wa nut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 





tion that will be memorable. 


How Dr. Kelly Studies His Bible 


impression on both the scientific and the Bible-studying world. This out- 

standing surgeon and scientist of Johns Hopkins University, honored by 

learned societies the world over as few men of our generation, told why he be- 

lieves the entire Bible to be the Word of God, and why he rejoices in every precious 

fundamental of the Christian faith. His articles were given to the public through 

The Sunday School Times, and were then brought together by the Times into the 
book which is having a remarkable circulation, “A Scientific Man and the Bible.” 


And now Dr. Kelly has consented to share with The Sunday School Times 
family still further experiences of his own in Bible study. 
four decades since he graduated from college he has held himself to some very 
strict personal rules and practises in Bible study. His life is crowded with pro- 
fessional and scientific obligations, yet he devotes time to the Bible that most of 
us would consider impossible for ourselves. He will tell of this in his forthcoming 
articles, and will tell what his methods of daily Bible study are. It is a contribu- 
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Bible, John and Genesis. 
During the more than 
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Mr. Scroggie Every Week on John and Genesis 


AST spring the personal testimony of Dr. Howard A> Kelly made a profound HE outstanding messages of the Jubilee Keswick Convention of England, 
last summer, were the “Visions of Christ,” given by the notable Scottish 
preacher and Bible teacher, W. Graham Scroggie of Edinburgh. Readers 

of the Times have been sharing in this blessing. 

And now the same extraordinary spiritual insight and gift of interpreting the 
Word is to enrich the Times every week during the first six months of the new 
year. Multitudes are looking forward eagerly to 41:. Scroggie’s resuming of his 
expositions of the International Uniform Lessons, on two great key-books of the 
Mr. Scroggie will write a‘ full-page article, each week, 
carrying readers through the unsearchable riches of these Scriptures. Whether 
you teach a, Sunday-school class or not, it is an unusual opportunity that lies 
ahead. Mr. Scroggie’s first lesson article will appedr in the issue following the 
conclusion of the “Visions of Christ.” 

An Indiana business man writes: “I am greedily devouring every word that 
Mr. Scroggie brings to us through your columns, and he throws a wonderful and 


new light on some Scripture passages thatI had thought myself fairly familiar with.” 





A Great Surgeon on Luke the Physician 


One of the most noted surgeons of the South, Dr. 
LeGrand Guerry, when elected President of the 
Southern Surgical Association, chose for his inaugural 
address, “Luke the Greek Physician and Historian.” 
After proving, with scientific evidence, thé high 
medical standing and historical accuracy. of Luke, 
and declaring that Luke’s position “has been vin- 
dicated by the cold, critical, scientific investigation 
and research of the best scholarship of the world,” 
| Dr. Guerry came to the climax of his presidential 
' address in the words: “I dare to say to the Southern 
Surgical Association to-night, in simple frankness, 
and without even the suggestion of an apology, that 
the stupendous, the abysmal need of the world to- 
day is for God as revealed in the Person of His In- 
carnate Son.” Dr. \Guerry’s paper is of priceless 
value in the study of the Sunday-school lessons just 
concluding in Acts, written by Luke, and will be pub- 
lished in the next two issues of the Times, 


| Bees Entzminger and the Moody Sunday School 


{ You have read of the dedication of the new building 

of the Moody Church, in Chicago. This great Chris- 

tian institution has for years conducted Sunday- 

school work of the highest order, combining real 

/ evangelism with efficient methods of work. And 

: now the Moody Sunday-school will celebrate its first 

year in its new building by an intensive campaign, 

early in the year, under the direction of the great 

Sunday-school evangelist and organizer, Louis Entz- 

minger. The combination of this unusual worker 

with such a Sunday-school as the Moody offers an 

extraordinary opportunity for studying modern Sun- 

day-school possibilities on the basis of the old faith. 

3 The campaign will be ftilly reported in The Sunday 
¥ School Times. 


Can Boys Understand the Fundamentals ? 


Modernist churches are receiving children into mem- 
bership without having any assurance that they have 
saving faith in Chrést, or understand and accept vital 
teachings of the Bible. A New York lawyer, who 
stands for the old faith, has had conspicuous bless- 
ing in training boys in his large Sunday-school 
classes, and has a remarkable story to tell readers 
of The Sunday School Times. 


All the year round they are being won to Christ as 
their Saviour, and every such 
confession of his faith, in class. 


The questions the boys are asked, and their volun- 
tary answers, are profoundly impressive, as showing 

| whether children can intelligently understand God’s 

Word and pass from death to life by faith in Christ. 
The teacher of this remarkable class, James E. 
Bennet, has written the full story of his unusual ex- 
periences with boys, and it will be published in an 
early issue of The Sunday School Times. 


May We Now Find 
Tablets of the Pentateuch? . 


Stupendous discoveries, and possibilities of greater 
discoveries, are opening up in the Holy Land since 
the World War expelled the Turk and a Christian 
nation was given control. Professor Melvin Grove 
Kyle, Archeological Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, sails in February for an expedition to Kir- 
jath-sepher, a city between Hebron and Beersheba 
which flourished when Joshua led the Children. of 
Israel into Canaan. Dr. Kyle has had his eye on 
that city for more than thirty years, for it is not 
impossible that actual tablets of the Pentateuch may 
be found there. 

The town has been undisturbed since Nebuchadnez- 
zar destroyed it 2,500 years ago. Remembering that 
the critics say that Deuteronomy was not written 
until Josiah’s time, eight or nine centuries later than 
Moses, and that. Leviticus must have been written 
during the Exile, several “hundred years later than 
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that, it would be a bombshell in the camp of the 
Higher Criticism if any portion of the Pentateuch, 
dating from Moses’ own day, were found. 

Dr. Kyle will report the results of his expedition 
in full to readers of The Sunday School Times, as 
he does all archeological events of Biblical impor- 
tance, 


Dr. A. T. Schofield 
Finds New Light on the Crucifixion 


What Dr. Kelly and Dr. Guerry are doing for 
America, Dr. Schofield, the well-known Harley 
Street specialist, of London, is doing for Britain. 
Of the highest standing among scientific men, this 
“beloved physician” has for many years made not- 
able contributions to Bible study, but perhaps none 
greater than that which he will now give to the 
Christian world through The Sunday School Times. 
He calls it “New Light on the Crucifixion,” and the 
Times believes it will indeed prove such to most 
Bible students. To quote the author’s words: 
“Could anything be more worthy of note than that, 
when four writers undertake to present what to most 
reverent minds is the most stupendous event in the 
world’s history, they should describe it in terms so 
diverse as to many to appear almost contradictory ; 
and at the same time that they should portray to the 
most casual reader a design in their statement or 
‘ repression of facts of the greatest importance that 
cannot be conceived to be that of the four writers 
themselves?” Dr. Schofield has discovered a hidden 
but unmistakably intended design, in these differing 
narratives of the crucifixion, which is fresh and 
satisfying evidence of the Holy Spirit’s supernatural, 
unique inspiration of the very words of the writers 
of Scripture. His articles will be published as a vital 
sidelight on the lessons in John, early in the year. 


An Italian Scientist 
on Genesis and the Creation 


One of the outstanding scientific men of Italy is 
Professor Giorgio Bartoli, Ph.D., D.Sc. He was 
trained in several different universities, has had an 
academic career of note, speaks most European lan- 
guages, and at present is directing the work in a 


valuable mine in Sardinia. Like some other true. ’ 


scientists, Dr. Bartoli accepts the whole Bible as the 
veritable Word of God, and finds perfect harmony 
between its creation narratives and the record in the 
rocks and nature. He has written a scientific man’s 
study of the Biblical record of creation in the light of 
the recently discovered Chaldaic documents, and 
opens up an amazing field. Parts of Dr. Bartoli’s 
manuscript, will be published as sidelights on the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons in Genesis, commencing 
next April, and the entire work will be published in 
book form by The Sunday School Times Company. 





“The Sunday School Times is the Baedeker of the 
religious world; the Blue Book of the Church; the 
card index of iny study; the vade-mecum of trusted 
advertising firms; the last word in sane and truth- 

* ful book reviews.”—A Pennsylvania Minister. 


“I think, in addition to the sound and consecrated 
teachings of your paper, it has more brains incor- 
porated in its material than any publication I know 
of."—A T Physici 





“For sound Gespel teaching, clear-as-orvstal ex- 
position, deep evangelical spirituality, courageous, 
non-fanatical, and unanswerable orthodoxy, The 
Sunday School Times has no superior, if equal, in 
Christendom. May the gracious God who has raised 
it up for these dread times, whe has been and is 
marvelously with you, abide with you until the 
trump of God shall sound the near coming end of 
this woeful age!”—An Ohio Layman. 
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Those European Travel 
Experiences of the Editor 


They have been delayed in appearing, — those further 
articles promised by Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, telling of his unusual ex- 
periences in Great Britain and Europe last summer. 
He hopes to resume their publication soon, and he is 
really eager to share with the Times family some- 
thing of the unusual fellowships that came to him 
during those memorable months with leaders in Scot- 
land, England, Belgium, and Italy. He will tell of 
delightful and rewarding conversations with the great 
New Testament archeologist, Sir William M. Ram- 
say, in whose Edinburgh home Mr. and Mrs. Trum- 
bull spent two weeks. He will give glimpses of, 
the great Jubilee Convention at Keswick; share the 
visit in the Carluke home of the late beloved Dr. 
Alexander Smellie; report the sobering impression 
made upon) an American Christian by the discourag- 
ing or chaotic conditions in certain quarters; and tell 
of the triumphs of grace wrought by God through 
the Belgian Gospel Mission. 


Lesson Helps on 
Two Key Books of Scripture 


In addition to such fresh and varied editorial fea- 
tures as this page sets forth, remember that in every 
issue of The Sunday School Times ten of the ablest 
Bible teachers and writers in the English-speaking 
world give you their best. For the first six months 
of 1926 the International Uniform Lessons covet 
John and Genesis, two great key-books of Scripture. 
These. books are so central in God’s revelation that 
they have been attacked more than almost any others 
by critics of the Bible. A great opportunity in Bible 
study lies ahead, equally rich for a Sunday-school 
class or for the individwal Christian. 


To Individual Subscribers 


Do you realize how readily a club of Sunday School 
Times subscribers can be secured in your Sunday- 
school or neighborhood, thus saving your friends and 
yourself one-fourth of the single subscription rate? 
Thousands of individual subscribers have done this 
successfully. If there is no club in your school or 
neighborhood, why not.start one now? Why not 
avail yourself of the Times’ offers of needed books 
to those who organize new clubs? Free specimen 
copies are yours for the asking, and copies of the 
Prospectus for 1926. The club rates are on page 799. 


To Club Secretaries 


To a large number of club secretaries whose re- 
newal dates are near, specimen copies of this issue 
are being sent for distribution, as a help in enlarging 
their club. To the many other club secretaries whoa 
would like to add at this time to their clubs, free 
specimen copies of this important announcement issue 
will be sent, upon request. Additions to a club may 
be made at any time, at the rate of 3 cents a week 
to the end of the present club subscription period. 


A Christmas Hint to All 


Are you still wondering what to give any of your 
friends this Christmas? Here is the answer: a 
ear’s subscription to The Sunday School Times, 
tt becomes then an every-week message to your 
friend, with its spiritual help in life and work, its 
wealth of Bible-study and Bible teaching material, 
its answers to many a perplexing problem. Five 
subscriptions ordered at one time, $1.50 each. Sirigle 
subscriptions, $2. (In Canada add 25 cents for post- 
age to each rate.) To each of your Christmas-gift 
subscribers the Times sends a beautiful Christmas 
greeting card with your name. Order from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. - 
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Visions of Christ —— Ministering and J udging | 
‘ By W. Graham Scroggie 
I John, who also am your brother, and companion This is the fourth in the series of five articles by 


in tribulation, and in the kingdom ‘and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the.isle that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard be- 
hind me a great voice, as of dytrumpet, 

Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last: and, What thow seest, write in a book, and send 
it unto, the seven churches which are in Asia; unto 
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, 
and unto Laodicea, 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. 
And being turned, I saw seven golden. candlesticks; 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to 
the foot, and girt about the: paps with a golden girdle. 

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 
_ And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned 
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. 

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out 
of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his 
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear 
not; I am the first and the last: 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell 
and of death. Revelation 1:9-18. 


I. THe SETTING OF THE VISION. 
1. The Captive Seer. 
2. The Memorable Sabbath. 


II. THe SuBSTANCE ‘OF THE VISION, 
1. The Christian Church, 
2. The Living Christ. 


III. THe SEQUEL OF THE VISION. 
1. The Divine Revelation. 
2. The Human Record. 


I. Tue SETTING oF THE VISION (vs. 9-11). 
1. The Captive Seer (vs. 9, 10). 


OHN was “in the isle that is called Patmos, for 

the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus.” 

He did not: go to this wild and barren spot in the 

Mediterranean as a traveler or visitor, but was 
taken there involuntarily with a gang of criminals, 
in the reign of Domitian; and for no other reason 
than that, by preaching the Gospel, he opposed the 
God-man to the man-god, 

What this cruel oppression, sore privation, enforced 
captivity, sordid surroundings, and pitiful loneliness 
meant to such a man, and at his time of life, it is 
impossible for us to imagine, and he could not but have 
succumbed to it all if being “in the isle’ he had not 
at the same time been “in the Spirit,” if his heavenly 
environment had not absorbed his earthly environment, 
if his soul had not triumphed over his body. But that 
they did, not only made him patient in his tribulation 
in certainty of the kingdom, but also has ministered 
comfort and imparted courage for ages to countless 
troubled souls. 

2. The Memorable Sabbath (vs. 10, 11). 


When the apostle tells us that he was “in the Spirit 
om the: Lord’s day’ there can be little doubt that he 
means that on the first day of the week, on Sunday, 
he attained to a state of elevated consciousness and 
communion, as did Paul or one occasion. 

There is no need to banish ourselves from the 
haunts of mem as did the anchorites in order to see 
a vision divine, but if, like John, we are banished, we 
may expect Christ to come specially near to us. 

Blessed be the bruising that brings such blessing, 
the trouble that reveals such treasures, and the cap- 
tivity that unveils to us such a Christ. 


II. THe SUBSTANCE OF THE VISION (vs. 12-16). 
1. The Christian Church (v. 12). 


SJohn says he saw “seven golden lampstands.” How 
pregnant a descriptiom is this! There are here but 
three words, and yet therein a sevenfold symbolism. 

There is first of all a symbol of Function. “Lamp- 
stands” speak to us at once of light, and light when 
used symbolically represents in all languages truth and 
knowledge, as its opposite, darkness, represents error 
and ignorance. 


‘ 


Mir. Scroggie, giving in part his addresses at the 
Jubilee Keswick Convention in England last July. 
The series is covering the following themes: 


Christ Pre-Existent and Creating 
Christ Incarnate and Suffering 
Christ Risen and Glorified 
Christ Ministering and Judging 
Christ. Triumphant and Contessed 








The Christian Church is divinely appointed to give 
light. As Light-hoider she is the repository of- the 
truth, and as Light-bearer she is the witness to it. 

But this figure speaks to us also of DEPENDENCE. 
Lamplight is not seif-originated but is derived. There 
is only one uncreated and unfed light, and from that 
source the Church must draw, 2nd on it she must ever 
be dependent for all -she has, or can have, of divine 
and spiritual glory. 

But mark here, also, the nute of CIRCUMSTANCE. 
Lamps are not for the day but for the night; and that 
it is night in the world is only too sad a reality. If 
the world were not dark there would be no need for 
the Church; and the most useless and tragic thing 
conceivable is a dark Church in such a world. 

But further, observe here the idea of Diversity. 
This is a vision, not of a church, but of churches, and 
differs therefore from the candelabrum,.that Zech- 
ariah saw, which was after the pattern of the one in 
the Tabernacle and Temple of old. There, was one 
stand with seven branches, but here, there are seven 
stands each with its own light. We must not, however, 
suppose that this is a vindication of denominational 
diversity, which is a grouping in one place of many 
churches around their respective points of difference. 
The idea is, rather, that each Christian assembly, 
wherever it exists, and in every age, is under obliga- 
tion to its Lord to bear witness to the truth by its 
character, conduct, and creed. Each is to be a center 
of light in the prevailing darkness, 

But this aspect of truth does not exclude the idea 
of Unity, which was prominent in the seven-branched 
lampstand of old. It only means that the formal unity 
of the Jewish Church is exchanged for the real unity 
which arises from the presence of Christ in the midst 
of his people. The churches, viewed ideally, are one 
in their perfect manifoldness, because of him who 
walks among them. 

It is important in these times that we carefully dis- 
tinguish between Church Union and Christian Unity. 
The former may be promoted by men, but the latter 
is the work of God. The Christian Church is not 
primarily a religious organization, but a spiritual or- 
ganism. Clgirch Reunion may be the ambition of 
ecclesiastical statesmen, but Christian unity is the cre- 
ation of the Spirit of God; for the Christian Church 
is not the aggregate of the professing Christian 
churches, but the sum of all believers. True Chris- 
tian unity cannot be brought about by Act of Parlia- 
ment, nor by fatal compromises in the interests of 
charity ; but it exists wherever the people of God are 
found, with the Lord in the midst of them. Their 
unity is in virtue of their common dependence on the 
same Head and derivation of life from the same 
Spirit; and such are fitly represented as Assemblies 
by seven, the number of mystical completeness. The 
unity of these churches is catholic because all were 
placed in the same circumstances, all were established 
for the same purpose, all were fed by the same oil, 
and all were gathered around the same Lord. 

A further thought entering into this description is 
that of CHARACTER. The seven lampstands were of 
“gold,” telling alike of purity and preciousness. This 
may cause us to wonder as we read chapters 2.and 3 
of this Book, and mark the lack of purity in most 
of the Asian churches; but the difficulty will be re- 
solved when we see that in these chapters it is the 
actual condition of the churches that is described, 
whereas in our text it is their ideal condition which 
is portrayed. 

John saw “seven golden lampstands.” That number 
dominates in the Apocalypse and always indicates the 
CoMPLETENESS of the things referred to, whether good 
or bad. Its use in this instance is-to designate the whole 
Christian Body of all times and places. I take the 
view that these seven churches in Asia are thus asso- 
ciated to set forth the course and characteristics of 
the Christian Church to the end of her career. 

2. The Living Christ (vs. 13-16). 

In approaching this august revelation let us bear in 
mind who it is that in this vision stands unveiled, in 
what relations, and for what purpose. It is none other 


than the eternally divine Christ, uncreated and Creator 
of all; none other than the Christ who. in his person 
added manhood to deity, lived among us a sinless, 
self-sacrificing life, and died a vicarious and atoning 
death; none other than the Christ who broke the bands 
of death, robbed the grave of its terrors, ascended up 
to Heaven, is seated on the right hand of God, and 
to whom has beer, given ‘universal dominion. It is 
this Christ, eternal, historic, and mystic, who is now 
presented in relation to his people as Minister and 
Judge. 

This representation of Christ is a costly mosaic, “the 
precious stones of which, wrought into novel combina- 
tions of beauty, have been brought from all the_rich- 
est mines of the. Old Testament.” 

The golden-girdled garment, the hoary head and 
hair, the fire-flame eyes, the feet like molten brass, the 
voice like the sound of the: sonorous sea waves, the 
right hand holding the seven stars, the two-edged 
sword proceeding from the mouth, and the sun-dazziing 
radiance of the face, are all gathered from the rich 
symbolism of the Old Testament; are combined here 
to form a new description of the Christ, and are at 
once broken upon again and distributed among the 
seven churches, according to the peculiar need of each, 
as a reference to the opening words of each Letter 
will show. 

The central figure in the vision which John saw is 

“one like unto a Son. of man.” This title has a, his- 

tory. It occurs. frequently in the Books of Ezekiel 
and Daniel, and in the Gospels it is used eighty-five 
times of Christ, and always, with two exceptions, by 
himself. The employment of it here is designee to set 
forth “the essential importance of the humar. element 
of the Saviour’s character; for it is in his human 
nature that his redemptive work _ is conducted, and 
his victories ar ” But the expression “one like 
unto a Son of man,” “sets us upon the scent of some- 
thing higher than humanity, though conditioned as 
humanity.” It announces that the human Jesus is 
now the glorified Christ, that the “flesh” which the 
eternal Word “became” is now transfigured, that the 
Son of God’s assumption of human nature was not a 
temporary accommodation for the accomplishment of 
man’s redemption, but a thing of vital and eternal real- 
ity. Therefore the “one like unto a Son of man’”’ is 
Deity embodied in glorified humanity. All doubt 
about this is removed by a reference to chapter 2, 
verse 18, where the same person is called “the Son 
of God”; and especially to verses 17 and 18 of this 
chapter, where this Son of man claims to be God, 
the First and the Last, and the Living, One. 

But mark where John saw him to be — “in the midst 
of the lampstands.” This revelation of Christ in the 
midst of his universal Church is most impressive for 
it tells of his omnipresence and adequacy. It does not 
say that he is in the center of his Church, though it 
is true that he is central, but that he is “in the midst.” 
The center is local, but the midst is pervasive. The 
center is geometrical, but the midst is mystical. A 
lamp may be in the center of a room, but the light is 
in the midst. A rose-tree may be in the center of 
a garden, but the fragrance is in the midst. And so, 
the glorified Christ is not in the middle of the Church, 
here, there, or anywhere; but he is in the midst of his 
true Church everywhere, _all- -penetrating, energizing, 
a pice 2 sustaining, directing, estimating, ministering, 
and jud ging. 

It is important to mark that Christ is not here 
turned toward God in intercession as in John 17; but 
toward the churches in examination. Of old, the priest 
was responsible for the state of the lamps, but here, 
the lamps are moral beings, and are responsible to the 
Judge, Christ is not here seen trimming the lamps, but 
only walking among them, judging of whether or not 
they are shining. 

Every word in the next line of the description is 
ag with significance. This Judge of the Churches 

“girt about with a golden girdle.” The girdle tells 
of the knitting up into a compact unity of all the scat- 
tered forces of a man, and is the symbol of strength 
and power. So, Isaiah says of Hilkiah, “I will clothe 
him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle” 
(Isa. 22: 21). 

And, observe this girdle is “golden”; it is all of 
gold, and not as the girdle of Israel’s High Priest, only 
wrought and interwoven with gold. This speaks to us 
of royalty and of the purity and preciousness of the 
thing indicated. But what is chiefly noticeable is that 
the Son of man is girded, not about the “loins,” but 
about the “breasts.” Girt loins tell of readiness for 
action, but girt breasts, of the repose of sovereignty, 
and here, also of intense affection. The exercise of 
judicial right is based upon the faithfulness of the 
Eternal Love. The Judge of our conduct is the Lover 
of our souls. 











engin a 


gc 








a 











paste 


ee 








Lesson for December 20 
Matthew a: 1-15 


He is also the Eternal Wisdom, for “his head and 
his hair were white, as white wool, as snow.” Physi- 
cally, white hair may be a sign of decay; but typically, 
it never is. The Ancient of Days in “Daniel” is de- 
scribed in like manner (Dan. 7:9). The transference 
to the Son of this feature of the Father is truly im- 
pressive, and it sets him forth as “venerable in that 
eternal wisdom and glory -which--he had with the 
Father before the world was.” . His is the age that 
is not aged, and the purity and holiness - which: are 
eternal. 

And further, all things are naked and open. unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to_do, for. “his eyes 
were as a flame of fire.” Eyes tell of knowledge, and 
fire tells-of judgment, so that this description is sym- 
bolic of knowledge issuing in judgment. 
abundantly evident in the Letters to the seven-churehes, 
in chapters 2 and 3; in each of -which is the solemn 
and heart-searching declaration, “J know’ ;-and- what 


~ follows in each case makes it plainm‘that Christ judges 
on the ground of his knowledge, alike of what is com- - 


mendable and condemnable. : 

This solemn truth, that Christ observes and judges 
according to what he sees, is developed in the declara- 
tion that “his feet-are like wnto burnished brass, as if 
it had been refined im a furnace.” Christ is all-glori- 
ous, even to his feet. Burnished brass presents an 
image of pureness which is terrible. Though obliged 
to tread amidst that which is defiled and defiling, yet 
he is unsusceptible of corruption or taint; and, as 
dealing with responsible man according to God, he is 
unbending in judicial strength. 

In the symbolic language of Scripture, brass usually 
speaks of righteousness and judgment. The sockets 
on which the Tabernacle of old rested were all of 


- brass; the altar of sacrifice in the outer court was 


of brass, as was also the laver. When, therefore, we 
read that the Son of man, as he walks among the 
churches, has feet “like unto burnished brass,” our 
attention is called to his strength, stability, and splen- 
dor, to his invincible firmness and inflexibility of pur- 


se. 

Poll the evil in the churches the Lord sees and 
judges, and nothing can be more erroneous or perilous 
than for us who are Christians to suppose, because 
we are om the ground of: grace, that therefore we are 
outside the judicial activities of Christ. On the con- 
trary, just because our position and privileges are so 
great, our responsibility is the heavier, and the judg- 
ment upon us for wrong-doing will be the greater. And 
this revelation of the Christ declares that his author- 
ity is absolute and final. John--heard “his voice as 
the voice: of many waters.” 

“In his right hand seven stars.” These, we are 
told in verse 20, are the “angels” of the several churches, 
by which, let us understand, not guardian angels, celes- 
tial beings, nor the ideal embodiment of each church, 
but its Bishops, or Pastors. The word “angel” does 
not point to nature, but to function, and only means 
messenger. “The symbol employed, a “Star,” and that 
“Star” in Christ’s “right hand,’ implies both author- 
ity and subordination, authority in the church and sub- 
ordination to Christ. 

“Out of his mouth proceeded a sharp twoedged 
sword.” That it is a sword sufficiently indicates that 
this function is oge of judgment. That it proceeds 
out of Christ’s mouth makes it clear that the weapon 
is that of Truth. And that it is two-edged discloses 
the power of the Truth to pierce and penetrate. And 
this, remember, in the churches. 

The Voice, as of many waters, reveals the hidden 
things of God, but the two-edged sword pronounces 
upon the hidden things of men. What authority and 
power this attributes to the Word of God, ovr Holy 
Bible, that “Sword of the Spirit,” which is “living, 
and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and [which is] quick to dis- 
cern the thoughts and intents of the heart”! 

In one aspect it. matters little what we think of the 
Scriptures, but it matters tremendously what they think 
of us. There is a Biblical Criticism which is per- 
fectly legitimate and necessary, but to-day there is 
a wide-spread criticism of the Bible which is wholly 
unwarrantable and grossly irreverent, and which is 
carried on in evident forgetfulness that now and ul- 
timately the Bible is the critic, and that unerringly it 
will judge, not only an unrepentant world, but an un- 
believing Church. 

The last line of this description tells us that Christ’s 
“countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” 
The countenance is the sum total of all the features 
of the face, and that “face blazed with dazzling bright- 
néss, unbearable as the splendors of that Southern sun 
which poured its rays on the flashing waters round 
John’s rocky prison.” Here is irradiated perfect di- 
vine glory, the luster of holiness and righteousness. 
“The Churches are lamps; the ministers are stars; 
but Christ is the Sun. He is to the moral world what 
the sun is to the natural.” 

Ill. THe SEQUEL oF THE VisION (vs. 17-20). 

It is little wonder that the apostle who once lay on 
Jesus’ breast, now falls at his feet as one dead. He 
can, as little as any other, endure the unveiling of 
such majesty and glory. 

1. The Divine-Revelation which follows is not less 
wonderful than that which we have just considered, 


This is*made : 
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making known -as it does to all God’s fear-stricken 
people, for their comfort and encouragement, that the 
Righteous Judge is also the Mighty Conqueror. 

Laying upon the prostrate apostle the hand which 
holds “the seven stars,” the glorified Christ bids him 
“fear not”; a word which Johm and the other dis- 
ciples had heard before on the Mount and on the Lake, 
Much was there indeed in what had been seen, and 
in what was to come, to cause sinful human nature 
to fear, but the divine Voice calls us from fear to 
faith and from heaviness to hope, and at the same 
time reveals the ground alike of faith and hope, 

“Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Liv- 
ing one; and I became dead, and behold, I am alive 


ao 
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; evermore, and I have the keys of death and of 
es. 


There are, then, two wonders here: the Living One 
becomes dead, and, though there is no suspension of 
the continuity of that which is eternal and ever-living, 
the dead One is alive forevermore, 

How stupendous a mystery and how glorious a truth 
is this death of the Lord of Life, deriving as it does 
its wonder and power from the fact that it was vol- 
untary! We have to die, but he chose to, and the free- 
dom of his choice was vital for the merits of his sac- 
rifice. The Church could not live if Christ were 
dead, but because Christ lives the Church cannot die. 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 
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“Omnipotence Bound!’— | 
i Andrew Bonar’s Last Sermon 


A Christmas message that gripped the hearts of a great congregation 














Ana it came to pass in those days, that there went out 
¥ a from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
t A 


(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) 

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

And Joseph also.went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which 


is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David :) 


To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn.—Luke 2: 1-7. 


Last summer the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times met a Scottish layman, Malcolm Chalmers, one 
of the leading business men of Glasgow, who had 

a parishioner of the late Dr. Andrew Bonar, and 
who heard this great preacher give his last sermon, 
on Christmas Day, thirty-three years ago. Mr. Chal- 
mers was asked to let The Sunday School Times fam- 
ily have this, and he has done so in the actual manu- 
script notes of the preacher, given herewith. With 
these notes Mr. Chalmers writes: 

“The enclosed are the manuscript notes, by himself, 
of the last sermon preached by Dr. Andrew A. Bonar 
in Finnieston Church, Glasgow, on Christmas Day, 
1892. It is one thing to read these notes, but another 
to have heard the sermon preached, as I did. I shall 
never forget the impression it made on me, nor forget 
his impressive personality. I revere his memory. His 
teaching to me as a young Christian has all my life 
been a source of strength, and to hundreds of others. 

“The impression made on the congregation that 
Christmas Day was very great, and was deepened dur- 
ing the week when it became known that this was the 
last sermon he would ever preach. Dr. Bonar con- 
ducted the weekly prayer-meeting on the Wednesday 
evening following, and before the week was out he 
fell asleep. Many of us felt we had lost our best 
earthly friend.” 


E DWELL on this birth—the Incarnation 

of God the Son made known. It is in every 

view interesting. Here we see God’s power, 
for Mary becomes mother by the “Power of the 
Highest.” We see wisdom in the time, place, cir- 
cumstances; and above all, the event itself as a foun- 
dation stone. We see faithfulness to all promises; 
love and grace to us mankind. Round him gather all 
God’s perfections, and angels look down to see God, 
as well as up, 


Tue Time—“Those days” refer to chapter 1. 
It was when Augustus Caesar ruled the empire; and 
when all was quiet for a time, the templé of Janus 
shut, the Prince of Peace came, “In those days,” just 
when the scepter was ready to depart from Judah! 

But see,—a decree affecting the “world” (as known 
to Rome) to be taxed—in the providence of God 
the decree went out at that moment (though the tax- 
ing — was made for the first time eleven years 
after). 

See the predestinating control of God. Augustus 
does it at that time, just because it suits him; God’s 
purpose is hereby effected as to where Christ was to 
be born. “It was Augustus’ whim but God’s decree,” 
said Spurgeon. You see, there is no interference be- 
tween the sovereignty of God and the freedom of 
man; and if so, let no man allege that he is hampered 
by the decree of electing grace. You are not hampered 
by the decree of electing grace, any more than Augus- 


tus was by the decree of God that Christ was to be~ 


born at Bethlehem. Man is unconscious of God’s 
working and decree. 


THE Prace (vs. 3, 4, 5).—The decree regarding 


the taxing, or enrolment, was conducted on Jewish 

rinciples in Judea, all the more as Judea still had its 

ing Herod, “Rex Socius,” like some of our Indian 
Rajahs. 

Joseph must go therefore to Bethlehem because he 
was of the house and lineage of David. Mary goes 
with him because she is great with child and needs his 
care, especially in time of census, when much confusion 
might occur. Mary has already passed this way twice, 
going and coming on her journey to visit Elizabeth, 
and probably had talked of the prophecy in Micah 
5:2. All this made it natural for her at once to ac- 
company Joseph when he found he must go thither. 
As at the death of Christ the prophecy “his grave 
- « - with the rich” (Isa. 53:9) seemed altogether 
impossible, yet did occur, so at his birth the prediction 
of Micah. But God rules. What a testimony to 
providence! “Not a jot or tittle!” No fear of God’s 
truth, although things seem dark, 

Tue Circumstances (vs. 6, 7).—In the stillness — 
the cry of a child heard. “Unto us a son is given.” 
There is nothing to indicate so great an event. “He 
shall not strive or cry.” “He shall be as a root out 
of a dry ground.” So lowly his birth that his majesty 
is not known. At the inn or khan there is no lodging, 
so they retire to the lowest apartment of the cara- 
vanserai, which is just the row of stables. In one of 
these where ox, camel, mules were stabled, there 
is a hasty preparation made for Mary, and the new- 
born Child is laid “in the manger,” a crib or trough 
for the beasts’ meat in a corner on the ground. You 
may remember Isaiah 1: 3, “The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib.” 

Let me describe the scene. At evening the master 
unlooses his ox and ass, they trot away gladly out of 
the field, up the grassy lane or path to the gate of 
the village. Then they snuff their way to the spot 
known as their master’s and at once make for the cor- 
ner where the manger or trough is. This is the lowly 
place where Jesus is born. Ah, does it not cry, “Is- 
trael doth not know, my people doth not consider’? 
(isa. ¥: 3.) 

Swaddling bands are referred to in Ezekiel 16: 4, 
and are used in Greece to this day. They bind or strap 
the child tight. See how the Lord of glory is brought! 
low! These bands speak not of Power — Omnipotence 
that sways the scepter. How impotent! Omnipotence 
bound! 

“No room.” They were unknown and no one thought 
it worth while to put themselves to trouble about 
them. “The world knew him not.” He is thus born, 
not only in the precincts of an inn, where all may 
come, but more still in a stable where the very lowest 
may come. The infinite importance of the fact that 
“God became manifest in the flesh.” 

One thing more: He is born spotless —“that Holy 
Being.” Here is a foundation laid so deep, so low, 
too, for measure the distance—from the bosom of 
~_ to that of Mary! Oh, love of God, the Father's 
ove. 

And to you, believer, the lowly birth of Christ 
teaches much. “He emptied himself” (Phil. 2:7) is 
pointed to as an argument for our humility. So here 
learn it. Also He became great by denying himself 
and serving the world of souls and his Father. No 
worldliness here! He stains all pride inasmuch as 
he assumes no pomp or state. All that is vanity, 
Never murmur at poverty, —see his contentment. 

Young believer, your spiritual birth is like this. 
It was all predestinated and everything overruled in 
order to it! Carefully prepared for, quietly brought 
about, unnoticed by man, but rejoiced over by Heaven. 
You were sent to such a place (your Bethlehem) to 
be born! God has the deepest interest in you and will 
not forsake you. 

Unbeliever, you treat Christ as they of Bethichem 
did. They pushed him aside, not because they posi- 
tively. hated him, but because they were so indifferent 
to him as not to be at the trouble of inquiring about 
him. Are some of you like that? You have room 
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for all things and persons except him? Alas, you 
are not of God’s mind. He fixes his love upon him. 
“Mine elect in whom my soul delighteth.” No room 
for him? —then no blessing from him. We stand at 
the manger and call, like Wisdom: O man, turn in, 
pass not by; here is the lamb for sacrifice, here is 
God the Son become the lamb, here is he entered really 
and truly as a man into our perishing world for love of 
us. The ox knoweth his owner, the ass at that crib 
knows. his master, “but Israel”! “The light shined 
in the darkness, but the darkness comprehended it not.” 


“Babe of weakness, can it be 
That earth’s last great victory 
Is to be achieved by thee? 


“Babe of weakness, can it be 

That the proud rebellious knee 

Of this world shall bend to thee? 
“Child of poverty, art thou 

He to whom all Heaven shall bow? 
And all earth shall pay the vow? 


“Can that feeble head alone 
Bear the weight of such a crown 
As belongs to David’s Son? 


“Can these helpless hands of thine 

Wield a scepter’so divine 

As belongs to Jesse’s line? 

“Thou o’er whom the sword and rod 

Wave in haste to drink thy blood, 

Art the very Son of God!” ; 

—Horatius Bonar. 

ve 


| 
| John 3:16 and Some Other 
Three-Sixteens 


By L. E. Ost 


Joun 3: 16— DECLARATION 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Acts 3: 16—DEMONSTRATION 
His name through faith in his name hath made this 
man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith 


which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness 
in the presence of you all. 


1 CorRINTHIANS 3:16—A New CREATION 


Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 


EPHESIANS 3: 16—ANIMATION 
That he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man. . 


CoLosstIANS 3:16—ILLUMINATION AND SUBJUGATION 

Let the word ef Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord, 


1 TrmotHy 3: 16—INCARNATION 
Without controversy great is the mystery of, god- 
liness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into glory. 


2 TimotHy 3: 16—INS?IRATION 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
rofitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. 


1 Peter 3: 16—JUSTIFICATION 
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak 
evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that 
falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 
1 JoHN 3: 16—EXEMPLIFICATION 
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren, 
Two Warning Three-Sixteens 
HEBREWS 3: 16—PROVOCATION 
‘Some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit 
not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 
REVELATION 3: 16—EXECUTION 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my~ mouth. 
Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him for 
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name (Mal. 3:16). 
Exim, ALASKA, 


A helpful book on Primary Department work, to 
read in connection with the above article is “Our Pri= 
mary Department,’ by -William D. Murray. It may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents. 
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How they were helped to understand the 
wondrous truth and its personal application 








Teaching Girls About the Virgin Birth 


semeiaetanieent 


‘By A. E. McMaster 














As you come, this year;-toteach the Christmas lesson, what fresh touch will you give the ever new story of the 

Saviour’s birth? The way in which the teacher who writes this article used the opportunity to unfold God’s won- 

drous plan for each member of her class of girls, may help you with your girls. It may suggest, too, how the same 
thought can be adapted to your boys. 


(curious eyes were lifted to the teacher as she 

began with these words, that sounded like a 
fairy story more than a Sunday-school lesson), a 
charming young princess was about to enter upon 
the sovereignty over her country. It was a vast 
domain, touching many countries and climes. Gifts 
were coming to the new young ruler from all parts 
of the kingdom. I could not begin to tell you of them 
all. There were costly gems. There were rare plants, 
There were matchless carvings. There were lustrous 
tapestries. And there were hideous reptiles, loathsome- 
looking creatures; for naturallv the gifts sent were 
those most valued by the givers, and so indicated 
their various natures and tastes. 

The princess had not seen the half of her gifts the 
day betore her coronation, but was wearied with the 
excitement of viewing even a part of them. She 
walked alone in her flower garden at eventime to rest 
and meditate. There her fairy godmother found her. 

(Yes, it was a fairy story! A good ways from the 
lesson, too; for surreptitious glances had shown even 
the unprepared scholar that Luke, chapter one, was 
the lesson of the day.) 

“You are wondering,” said the fairy, “what I can 
possibly give you that you have not already among 
your thousands of gifts.” 

“Nay,” replied the princess, “you are most kind to 
think of me at all.” 

“Child,” was the gentle reply, “I love you, and I 
desire to see you a good ruler over your subjects. I 
wish you to honor the least even as you do the great- 
est; to realize the worth of the humble, the value of 
the insignificant. So I am giving you a gift not made 
from the rare and costly, but from the ordinary, 
every-day material about us. See now!” ~~ 

She held her hand over the sparkling fountain that 
was in the center of the garden. There appeared a 
huge globe of water in the air before them. Poised 
over the water, so lightly that it appeared about to 
break or blow away, was a bubble, of a size and 
delicacy that no human bubble-blower had ever suc- 
ceeded in making. . 

“This,” continued the fairy, “is but a bubble, you 
may say. It is but water and air, those common 
things. Yet I see you are delighted with its beauty. 
Ah, princess, there is beauty in all around you that 
is clean and sweet, however humble. Come here often 
when you aretwearied and fretted by your people, and 
think upon what I have told you. Only have a care 
for this gift: think gentle thoughts, speak in gentle 
tones when near it. Let no sudden noise, no loud, 
angry tones dispel it from before your eyes.” 

ndeed, the princess was delighted with the gift; 
for I have not been able to tell you how fairy-like 
and bewitching it appeared. Strangely, too, she 
found it of value. It seemed to quiet and soothe her 
when she came out into the garden to look upon it 
and to think upon the good fairy’s words. Stranger 
yet, when she gazed through it, aii that she saw seemed 
new. Looking out through the garden, across the busy 
city streets, out over the hills and fields of her king- 
dom, she saw many of her poorer subjects, and mar- 


Oe upon a time, in a far away kingdom 


_velously felt a new impulse of their worth to the king- 


dom, and of their value and dignity. 

You may know that many visitors from other king- 
doms wished to see the fairy-globe. Graciously the 
princess granted this request. Awe and admiration 
always greeted the sight. One day there came to her 
a courtier with messages from a neighboring prince, 
He himself had brought her an offering of some re- 
pulsive water reptiles. Both the gift and the 
giver were so unpleasing in appearance that it was an 
effort for the princess to receive them. She hesitated 
perceptibly when the man mockingly asked to see the 
famous fairy coronation gift, about which his ruler 
had asked much. Fearing to anger a powerful neigh- 
bor, she finally led him out into her garden to view 
the fountain and globe. 

“Ho, ho, ho! Nothing but water! Nothing but 
water!” roared the rude visitor, his great coarse 
laughter bellowing through the quiet garden. And 
then, as he laughed and gibed, the globe broke into 
shimmering bits and disappeared before their eyes. 

Long grieved the princess,.much she missed the in- 
Spiration of the magic bubble, but never again did she 
see the fairy or hear her voice, or receive a gift so 
delicately, etherially beautiful. 


Do you think that a strange way to begin a lesson 
on the anunciation of the birth of Christ? So did I. 
It was a way farthest from my mind when I came 


into the Sunday-school. And that lesson had been 
eyer in my mind all the week, carefully planned. My 
girls needed so much to learn the wonderful story 
told briefly in the statement of our Apostles’ Creed, 
that Jesus Christ was “conceived by the Holy Ghost; 
born of the Virgin Mary.” But how to teach it to 
those thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen-year-old girls, in 
such manner that they might understand (or at least 
have a vivid remembrance, to become understanding 
as the years pass, in so far as human mind can), and 
yet not bring to them thoughts dangerous for young 
people, or blunder over sensitive spots! Ah, that was 
the problem. 

It seemed so clearly a duty to teach it! “Who 
knoweth whether thou art not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this.” Might it be that never 
again should I have the opportunity? Might is be that 
others teaching them later might not feel the need 
and the urge to teach it? Was it a need? Indeed it 
was. What lies back of much of the present-day 
unbelief but ignorance of God’s Book, ignorance of 
the supernatural, the divine? Are not we older ones 
reading daily in news press and secular magazines 
statements which cast doubt upon the deity of Christ 
and his uniqueness of birth, his oneness with God? 
And do not our young people hear often in high 
school and college the same doubts, only given with 
more convincing surety and appearance of logic — with 
a cunning born of Satah? Who is to blame if they 
are not armored against this with a knowledge of the 
facts in God’s Word, which prove such doubts petty 
and of human fabrication? Will it not be largely the 
teacher who taught them through the years when they 
did believe the Word and were ready to receive it 
without proof, much more to have it explained and 


“backed up” by comparison of Scripture with Scrip- 


ture? a 

Oh, teacher, what are you doing with your class? 
Think honestly now before God, are you going to be 
responsible if, as the years go by, they are overcome 
by the Evil One because they have not been equipped 
with a full knowledge of the Word of God? You 
feed them faithfully each Sunday, but how much do 
you feed them of the Word?. What have you really 
taught them, definitely, consecutively, personally of 
Christ’s birth, of his bearing their |judgment, of his 
resurrection with its surety for theirs, of his purchase 
of their whole life, of the possibility of being saved 
“only as by fire,” of the last days, and of his sure 
coming again? 

For several years I had been rejoicing in the 
fascination and thrill of trying to teach the whole 
Bible to my class. Yet this one needed lesson on 
Christ’s birth had proved too much for my meager 
ability time and time again. When I came prepared 
ta teach it, I found I could not. At first, with a class 
of girls and boys under thirteen, I could not do it. I 
had in other lessons found such an over-self-conscious- 
ness of anything touching on the intimate, personal 
matters of life. Even when I tried in the most 
matter-of-fact way to tell the beautiful love story of 
Isaac and Rebecca there were almost imperceptible 
nudgings, sly looks, and little coughs, so that I quickly 
led into different channels. There were ostentatiously 
abashed looks, or little suppressed giggles, whenever 
the lesson called for the mentioning of “husband and 
wife,” or used the word “marriage.” 

I tried to recall the odd ideas I had when I was 
their age, the silly jokes which older folks continually 
thrust upon boys and girls as they grow up and begin 
to enjoy the company of each other. It would need 
but patience. But when a lesson on the triumphal entry 
of Christ into Jerusalem was nearly “spoiled” at the 
start because one word in the school reading of the 
lesson struck the class as “funny,” or “suggestive,” I 
tried to tell them rebukingly that God’s Word is pure, 
and we sin against him and it when we permit un- 
desirable meanings. and associations.of words to divert 
its teachings from us. A later Sunday’s experience 
led me to tell them more plainly that-evil was in their 
own minds, and not in the Word; that it would be- 
come entrenched if they permitted themselves to 
stoop continually to the relishing of unsavory ideas. 

Now, with the girls alone (as they should be), and 
a year older, the same difficulty remained. Were they 
different from other young folks? Yes, different from 
many: who have been brought up in a frank, pure, 
open atmosphere. Not one bit different from many 


of us who have had undesirable associations of 
words and subjects impressed upon us by older folk. 
Twice I had taken part of the precious lesson period 
to talk of this, with apparently not one bit of result. 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 


I might have evaded it, or simply ignored it; but I 
wanted them warned, and I wanted them to conquer 
it. You are wondering that I did not try the only 
way. You wonder that I did not present to the 
Father that blank check of Christ in John 14: 14, 
filled in with my. request to have this trouble over- 
come. I had been asking their Father, and mine, 


‘about it these several years. Now it became so urgent 


as to thrust itself into hours meani for sleep. 

So I planned this lesson most carefully. I thought 
I knew just what I should say. Instead of the words 
I had mapped out for a beginning, I found myself 
weaving this fairy-tale. How often he answers us in 
ways we do not expect! 


The story ended. The girls gave a little sigh as 
they came back from fairy-land to find themselves 
in the Sunday-school room, facing a lesson they had 
found dull during the school reading. 

“Girls, do you wonder what that story had to do 
with the lesson? Do you know that there are things 
happening about you every day that God meant to 
seem beautiful to us? Often we mar them and utterly 
destroy the beauty by the rough handling we give 
them in°our minds. Some of the most ordinary re- 
lationships of life, the every-day facts of birth, of 
new little lives coming among us, may seem like 
precious gifts from God, wonderful plans he has 
made to add new beauty to our lives and bring 
heaven nearer to our family thoughts. Or we may 
make them sordid and ruin the beauty of them, as the 
ignoble courtier did the miracle of the fairy globe. 
And, girls, when we handle these things carefully in 
our minds, when we think only clean, sweet thoughts 
about them, and take them as natural, beautiful hap- 
penings, we see all else in clearer, truer understand- 
ing, just as the princess, looking through the beauty 
of her water globe, saw her subjects in their true 
values. 

“To-day we have a lesson that is one of the most 
sacredly vital of the Bible. It brings to us such in- 
timate thoughts of God’s planning for his Son’s 
birth! Oh, girls, think of it ‘gently,’. with careful 
thoughts, just as the princess was careful how she 
treated her gift. I want your minds to be so pure 
and sweet that you will instinctively draw away from 
silly, suggestive stories and thoughts that some people 
tell or think about the sacred things of life and birth 
and love and home.” 

So we went to the study of the lesson. Very sweet 
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and earnest were the girlish faces bent over the open 
Bibles as we read and studied that first chapter of 
Luke, the twenty-eighth to the thirty-fifth verses. 
And just as thoughtful, with a wistfulness to get it 
just right, were they as I tried to explain to them 
that God has planned it that every child shall have a 
father and a mother. It is his plan. for everything 
living, even birds and animals and fish. No living 
creature, save Adam and Eve, has come into the 
world all these thousands and thousands of years but 
by this way of being given to a father and mother. 
Adam was created out of the dust of the earth — we 
were looking up the Bible narratives and verses as 
we went along. God’s Son was to come to us born 
into the world as are all men, but not born of a human 
father. 

It was worth the months of praying and longing to 
see the dawning light in those watching eyes, the tense 
interest as they began to realize what it means, the 
gloriousness of it that God is the Father of Christ. 
It helped to go on (prayerfully, feeling the way, 
waiting for God to give the words), to tell them that 
as Christ was not brought into the world the child of 
a human father, even Mary wondered and asked how 
God would send his Son to just her; that God ex- 
plained it in Luke 1:35 when he said that the Holy 
Ghost should come upon Mary and the power of the 
Highest overshadow her, so that the baby given to her 
might truly be the very Son of God.” 

“Now, girls, you will always know what beautiful, 
miraculous meaning is in those words of the Apostles’ 
Creed we recite in church each Sunday,— ‘conceived by 
the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary.’” 

No, dear teachers, I have not tried to tell you this 
because I think my way is the only way, nor because 
I feel that I am an able teacher. It is my very lack 
that makes his power more wonderful. I drew back, 
at first, from the presumption of trying to tell you of 
this at all. But I do want you to share the joy and 
help it has been to me in teaching. I do want you to 
hunger, to thirst, to long to teach your class the great 
vital truths of our faith. 

And it will pay. Not just the satisfaction of having 
relieved yourself from the responsibility of teaching 
needed things! More than that. For the effect of our 
lesson in Luke, first chapter, is with our class still. 
There seems to have come to us a blessing, a new 
grasp of Scripture truths, and more reverence for the 
Word. It is helping us with every lesson since. 

DELAWARE WATER Gap, Pa. 














Is Modernism Really Intellectual? 














This article reviews “‘ What is Faith.” By J. Gresham Machen, D.D. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, $1.75) 


rent Modernism which protesses to represent “the 

scholarship of the day” is, when analyzed, anti-intel- 
lectualism. It is, in reality, a protest against the in- 
tellect in religion, and is the substitution of a subjec- 
tive for an objective basis. It is a frank acceptance 
of the Ritschlian view that “religious knowledge moves 
only in the sphere of worth or value judgments. 
That is to say, it judges of things, not according to 
their objective nature and relations, but according to 
their value for us — according to their fitness to meet 
and satisfy religious necessities” (“The Christian 
View of God and the World,” James Orr, D.D., p. 
26). To the unwary or superficial thinker this may 
seem an advance, inasmuch as the test of a teaching is 
made to be its value to the recipient; i. ¢., its effect 
upon him. If it has a beneficial effect it is good, if 
otherwise it is bad. But sincé the standard is thus 
placed within the man himself and must necessarily 
vary with the individual, there will be no fixed and 
certain basis, but every man will be a law unto him- 
self. In contrast with this, Dr. Machen says: “As 
over against this pragmatist attitude, we believers in 
historic Christianity maintain the objectivity of truth; 
and in doing so we and not the Modernists become. ad- 
vocates of progress.” 

The author thus sets forth his purpose: “As over 
against this anti-intellectual tendency in the modern 
world, it will be one chief purpose of the present lit- 


|: MAY come as a surprise to many that the cur- 


tie book to-defend the primacy of the intellect, and in 


particular to try to break down the false and disastrous 
opposition which has been set up between knowledge 
and faith.” In carrying out his purpose the author has 
produced a valuable and Biblical treatment of the ques- 
tion that forms the title of his book. Asserting that 
“the Bible as a whole, .. . is the supreme text-book 
on the subject of faith,” the book is an inquiry into 
its highest and most perfect manifestation; viz., its 
manifestation in the Word of God. 

The progress of Dr. Machen’s argument is both log- 
ical. and convincing. Starting in the second chapter. 
with the proposition that “the Bible certainly tells us 
that faith involves a person as its object,” he proves 
his position from Hebrews 11:6. This verse, he shows, 


implicitly contains two fundamental propositions of 
Christianity; the existence of God, and the fact of 
his personality. Curiously enough, knowledge is here 
declared ‘to be essential to faith. Faith is not some 
mystical and nebulous thing, but is the direct outgrowth 
of knowledge. Therefore, the modern attempts to di- 
vorce faith and knowledge can only result in the de- 
struction of Biblical faith. 

Further, as Dr. Machen points out: “What the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews accomplishes by enunciating the 
simple proposition, ‘He that cometh to God must be- 


lieve that he is,’ is the repudiation of that important . 


phenomenon in the histery of religion that is known 
as mysticism. . . . In opposition to this mystical atti- 
tude the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews insists 
upon the primacy of the intellect; he bases religion 
squarely upon truth. ... There could be, under present 
conditions, no more timely text; in the presence of 
this stupendous utterance, so far-reaching yet so sim- 
ple, the non-doctrinal religion of the present day seems 
to be but a shallow and ephemeral thing.” 

From what has been written, faith in God as the 
Creator and Sustainer of the universe is seen to be 
a necessary thing in the faith of the Christian, but it 
is not the only element that must be present. Scrip- 
ture teaches that sin is a barrier beween God and man, 
so that man is shut out from all approach to-him. But 
though this is a truth everywhere present in Scripture, 
another fact is presented alongside of it; to wit, that 
“the central thing in the New Testament teaching, and 
the central thing in Christianity, [is] the Cross of 
Christ. It is true that men are separated from God 
by the awful fact of sin; it is true that sonship worthy 
of the name is possessed only by those who are within 
the household of faith: but what men do not seem to 
understand is that the door of the household of faith 
is open wide for all mento come in.” Thus, “in the 
Bible . . . it is not merely God as Creator who is the 
object of faith, but also, and primarily, God as Re- 


‘deemer from sin. ... 


_ “Redemption was accomplished, however, accord- 
ing to the New Testament, by an event in the external 
world, at a definite time in the world’s history, when 
the Lord Jesus ded upon the cross and rose again. In 
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Christ the redeeming work of God became visible; it 
is Christ, therefore, very naturally, who is ordinarily 
represented as the object of faith. 

“But as in the case of God the Father, so in the case 
of Christ, it is impossible to have faith in a person 
without having knowledge of the person; faith is al- 
ways based upon knowledge.” 

These several quotations make plain the author's 
position and a og with respect to this book, and 
give a hint of the intellectual and spiritual treasures 
it contains. As an original and scholarly treatment 
of the questions involved, it is deserving of the high- 
est praise. The book must be read and studied to be 
fully appreciated, and it is a book that will not be 
worn out with one reading. It is written by a man 
who has thought deeply into the problems facing the 
Church to-day, and it is not too much to say that the 
adoption of the principles set forth would solve the 
“modern” problem. Indeed, the problem would cease 
to exist if the “modern mind” would once more rein- 
state reason in her rightful place, and accord to objec- 
tive truth its proper authority. Every Christian will do 
well to read and ponder deeply the arguments of this 
book, and to put it into the hands of those who have 
been attracted by Modernism. It would be a splen- 
did service if it were distributed among the young men 
in the theological seminaries, as an antidote to much 
teaching that is subversiverof the truth. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















2 
HE time of my departure ts at hand (2 Tim. 4:6). 
The word for departure is analusis, the untying of 
the rope which holds to this shore of time. 

Unto all them also that love his appearing (v. 8). 
The word for “appearing” is epiphaneia, and is, ac- 
cording to the Abbott-Smith Hand Lexicon (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6), used frequently of 
deities in late Greek and in inscriptions. Its common 
occurrence in the pastor epistles, then, is an implied 
acknowledgment of Christ’s divine nature. 

Which the Lord, the righteous judge shall give to 
me... the Lord reward him according to his works 
(vs. 8, 14). In both these verses the verb apodoset 
is used. The Revised Version properly translates 
the apodoset of the fourteenth verse in the future tense 
as above. There is nothing imprecatory here. Paul 
is therely stating an obvious fact. The coppersmith 
had greatly withstood “my words,” that is, the preach- 
ing of the Cross. There can be only one outcome. 
“Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; 
but on whomsoever it shall fal, it will grind him to 
powder.” 

Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world (v. 10). Rather having loved “the now age” 
in contrast with “the ages of ages” (“forever and 
ever”) of verse 18. 

The Lord stood with me (v. 17). The word used, 
pareste, means more than paraginomai, to be near or 
be present. It is the word Paul used of Phebe in Ro- 
mans 16:1, 2, “that ye receive her . .. assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she 
hath been a succourer [a standby, prostatis] of many.” 

New Hampton, N. H. 


4 
Two Notable Books for Christmas 


HERE have just appeared two new books that, 


are of unusual interest, the first making a most 
appropriate Christmas gift for boys and girls, and 
the second for young people and adults. 

“China Chats” ($1) is a series of talks with chil- 
dren about “Old China’s Young Folks,” compiled and 
arranged in story form from the stirring annals of 
the China Inland Mission, by Frederic F. Helmer, 
Publication Secretary in North America. The com- 
piler has collected the kind of things the young peo- 
ple will be interested in, and a series of clever draw- 
ings makes Chinese life more real. The stories are 
not “preachy” but are told in a lively, vivid style that 
will keep the young folks absorbed, and at the same 
time will provide them with a very real insight and a 
deep practical interest in mission work. 

“Pearls from the Pacific” ($2), by the veteran mission- 
ary, Miss Florence'S. H. Young, is a thrilling account of 
God’s work in the far off Islands of the South Seas, First 
connected with the China Inland Mission and then 
called to the work in the Solomon Islands in associa- 
ation with Dr. Northcote Deck, Miss Young gives in- 
timate glimpses of the work in the foremost trenches 
of the missionary firing line. Ascribing to God all the 
glory, she tells a story in which, through all the mod- 
esty of the telling, one cannot but help see “splendid 
devotion, magnificent heroism, undaunted fidelity, 
labors more abundant, and suffering and martyrdom 
for Jesus Christ.” More than eighty original photo- 
graphs add to the attractiveness of this book. 

Both books may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 20. CHRISTMAS LESSON 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 2 : 1-15 
; Golden Text.—For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2 : 11 

















The Lesson as a Whoie 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


HREE of the biographers of our Lord contem- 
plate the beginning of his earthly life, Matthew 
writing of him as.a Jew, Luke as a man, and 
John as God. Mark is writing of him as the obedient 
Servant, and therefore gives no genealogy or birth 
records, as such would not be appropriate. 


The Historical Setting 

Our Lord Jesus was born in “the fulness of the 
time” (Gal. 4:4). In God’s wondrous providences 
there is such a thing as a ripeness in the eras. “Had 
Christ come directly after the fall,” says Jamieson, 
Fausset -and Brown, “the enormity and ‘deadly fruits 
of sin would not have been realized fully by man, so 
as to feel his desperate state and need of a Saviour. 
Sin was fully developed. Man’s inability to save him- 
self by obedience to the law, whether that of Moses 
or that of conscience, was completely manifested ; all 
the prophecies of various ages found their common 
center in this particular time.” That is the truth some- 
what negatively stated; one likes to think of the ripe- 
ness of the time from the standpoint of God’s magnifi- 
cent refusal to permit Satan to quench His glory-pres- 
ence from the world which he created. That pres- 
ence dwelt at the gate of Eden in the Infolding Fire 
and the Cherubim. It dwelt insistently in Taber- 
nacle and Templeuntil the chosen nation’s idol- 
atry quenched it, and Ezekiel saw the glory depart- 
ing; but the Shekinah-presence returned again veiled 
in the flesh of our blessed Lord. Linguistically it was 
the fulness of time, and God had provided earth’s 
most perfect language (Greek) to be the medium of 
the Glad Tidings. Politically it was the fulness of 
time for Roman rule must have a share along with 
apostate Judaism in the crucifixion of our Lord, and 
Roman roads must be the pathways for Gospel mes- 
sengers whose feet were “shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace.” 
The Expository Meaning 

Verse 1.—Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea. The birth of our Lord took place in_ the 
year which in our chronology is 4 B. C. The Wise 
Men arrived probably after our Lord had been pre- 
sented in the temple. The Wise Men or Magi were 
true worshipers of God through nature, being espe- 
cially observers of the heavens. They are usually 
depicted in popular Christmas art as being three, 
and their names have been given as Gaspar, Mel- 
chior, and Balthazar, but all this is purely legend. 
Both Tacitus and Suetonius mention the expectation 
throughout the Orient of the coming of some great 
king about this time from out of the Jewish race. 


Verse 2—We saw his star in the cast. The early 
astronomer, Kepler, conjectured that this star was the 
conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn, thus 
shining with double brightness. Was it visible to all, 
or simply to the Magi? Dr. Plumptre says that the 
best astronomy is against Kepler’s view, “showing 
the planets at their nearest were divided by the ap- 
parent diameter of the moon. . . . We know too little 
of the astronomy of that period to know what star 
might or might not have been considered as the pre- 
cursor of the great king.” The star may have been a 
miraculous light. 


Verse 3.—When Herod the king heard it, he was. 


troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Herod was at a 
period of frenzied suspicion. Two years before, he 
had executed his two sons because of jealousy excited 
by the popularity of the princes with the Jewish peo- 
ple. At this very time, his eldest son, Antipater, was 
condemned to die and was actually executed five days 
before his father’s death, The knowledge that the 
true remnant in Israel were looking for “the conso- 
lation of Israel” (Luke 2:25, 38) added to his un- 
easiness. 

Verse 4.—And gathered together all the chief priests 
and scribes ... he inquired of them where the Christ 
should be born. The priests were doubtless the heads 
of the twenty-four priestly courses (2 Chron. 23:8; 
Luke-1:5). The scribes were the interpreters of the 
law and were for the most part Pharisees. 

Verses 5, 6.—They said unto him, in Bethlehem of 
Judea: ... And thou Bethlehem, ... Art in no wise 
least. The quotation is from the prophet Micah (5: 
2), the inspiring Spirit using His: liberty to re-word it. 

Verse 7.—Then Herod privily- called the Wise-men. 
Herod’s subtlety comes out again in his attempt to 
deceive the Wise Men into believing that he would 
worship the young King. Herod, an [dumean usurper, 
was the king of the Jews himself only by the favor 
of the Roman emperor, Augustus. 


Devotional Reading: Luke 2 : 8-14. 
Reference Materiat’: Luke 2 : 1-20; John 3 : 16 
rimary Topic: Wise Men Visit the Baby Jesus. 
Memory Verse: We saw his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him.—Matt. 2 : 2. 
Junior Topic: Wise Men Follow the Star. 
Memory Verse: Matthew 2: 11. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Christmas Spirit. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The-Prince of Peace. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-12 


1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, 1 Wise-men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, saying, 22 Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and 
are come to * worship him. 3 And when Herod the king 
heard it, he: was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 
And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ should be 
born. 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: 
for thus it is written through the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 

For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod privily called the 1 Wise-men, and learned 
of them exactly ‘what time the star appeared. 8 And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out ex- 
actly concerning the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word, that I also may come and * worship 
him. 9 And they, having heard the king, went their way; 
and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it cume and stcod over where the young child 
was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the house and 
saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they fell 
down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures 
they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way. 
1Gr. Magi. Compare Esther 1: 13; Dan. 2:12; Acts 

13:6, 8. 2Or, Where is the King of the Jews that is 

born? ®The Greek word denotes an act of reverence 

whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4:9; 18 : 26), or to 
the Creator (see ch. 4:10). Or, the time of the star 
that appeared 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verses 9, 10.—And lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them. Joseph and Mary had been 
able to secure a house. The crowds that had been 
gathered in Bethlehem at the census Luke tells of had 
by this time dispersed, and accommodations were no 
longer difficult to secure. 


Verse 11.—They offered unto him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. The Church Fathers saw 
a significance in these gifts; gold, typical of kingly 
power; frankincense, from which incense was made, 
of divinity; and myrrh, with its bitterness, of death. 

Verse 12.—Being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod. After the visit to the 
young child the Wise Men doubtless settled for the 
night in that inn at Bethlehem in which there was no 
room for Jesus at the time of his birth, and there 
received their warning dream. 


Verse 13.—An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, Arise ... and fice into Egypt. 
Egypt was always an asylum for refugee Jews. It 
was there that Jeroboam found refuge during his 
enforced exile (1 Kings 11:40). 

Verse 14.—He arose and took the young child and 
his mother. There is a beautiful reverence in the way 
the inspiring Holy Spirit has led Matthew to record 
this incident. One Bible teacher calls attention to 
the way the natural expression would have been: 
“He took his wife and the young child.” 

Verse 15.—And was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt did I call 
my son. The death of Herod took place shortly before 
the Passover, 4 B. C., according to common reckon- 
ing. The prophecy is in Hosea 11:1. The immediate 
fulfilment of this prophecy referred to Israel which, 
as a nation, is described in Scripture as the son of 
Jehovah (comp. Exod. 4:22, 23). But prophecy often 
has a double meaning, and the ultimate fulfilment of 
Hosea’s words were in the :eturn of the infant Jesus 
to Palestine. 


The Homiletical Form 

WHEN THE WorLp Was MaApE FLESH 
The seeking Wise Men (vs. 1, 2). 
The troubled king (v. 3). 
The orthodox theologians (vs. 4-6). 
The worshiped Babe (vs. 7-11). 


The interposing providences (vs. 12-14). 
The fulfilled prophecy (v. 15). 


AY Poh 


The Topical Values 


A Born King—Astrology, prophecy, and history 
are three witnesses testifying in this lesson to the fact 
that the Saviour of the world was to be born a King 
— King of the Jews. The late Dr. Seiss wrote a 
wonderful book on “The Gospel in the Stars,” in which 
he shows how the story of our Saviour is written in 
the golden glory of the midnight skies. Those ancient 
Wise Men found that Old Testament prophecy cor- 
roborated astrology. They surely must have known 
Balaam’s prophecy in Numbers 24:17, for when the 
strange new star appeared in the sky they coupled that 
with the scepter there spoken of. Then Matthew in 
the chapter preceding this lesson puts on record the 
genealogy of the royal house (on Joseph’s side). The 
Companion Bible says that in verse 18 the statement 
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise” 
should read, “the begetting of Jesus Christ,” and shows 
that this statement is in contrast to the begetting of 
all the other kings of the royal house of David. The 
context seems to bear out this interpretation, for the 
actual birth of the Lord does not appear until the 
twenty-fifth verse of the first chapter. This is another 
tremendous Bible emphasis on the virgin birth. Gabriel 
had told Mary and the angel had told Joseph that: the 
name of the Babe should be called Jesus (Luke 1: 
31; Matt. 1:21, 25). Jesus (O. T., “Jehoshua”) means 
Saviour, and names in the Bible indicate character, 
so that before and at his birth the characteristics of 
Jesus as a King are given, and that is that he is to be 
a Saviour and not a mere human conqueror. But Is- 
rael, except for the elect remnant, would not accept 
this basis for the kingdom. 


Those Orthodox Theologians—At Herod’s instance 
the high priest summons the Sanhedrin, the governing 
body of seventy-two priests, scribes, and elders. They 
know the place of Christ’s birth exactly. They are 
absolutely orthodox. But here are messengers saying 
that the king has been born! The Magi know the fact; 
the Sanhedrin know the place. But do we see them 
following eagerly upon the heels of these remarkable 
strangers to share the discovery of the Messiah? 
Sadly, no. They share in the “trouble” of both the 
king and all the Jews over the wondrous news (v. 3). 
“He came unto his own, but his own received him 
not.” There are thousands of men and women raised 
in Christian homes who have the correct theory of the 
plan of salvation but have never gotten safe behind 
the blood stained cross through personal appropriation. 
It is entirely possible for the natural man to appre- 
hend very deep, vital, spiritual truths with the mere 
intellect, yea, and even preach them powerfully from 
the pulpit. But such may be an eternal fatal mistake. 


“The Young Child and His Mother.”—The inspir- 
ing Holy Spirit’s exquisite accuracy of statement ap- 
pears here (v. 11) in mentioning first the divine Babe 
and secondly his mother, and it will be noticed that no 
mention at all is made of Joseph. Dr. Plumptre sur- 
mises that Joseph must have been accidentally absent! 
But is there not here the intimation of the inspiring 
Spirit that Mary, as the mother (and not Joseph who 
was to take Mary to himself from now on as his 
wife), was really the important character in the in- 
spired record; is it not collateral evidence of the vir- 
gin birth? What might have been the result if Mary 
had either “resisted,” “grieved,” or “quenched” the 
Holy Spirit after the annunciation? It is possible 
for any Christian to do any one of those three things. 
Suppose Mary had been guilty of any one of them? 
But she was not. She said to the angel, “Be it unto 
me according to thy word,” although she -realized 
the full consequences of such a transaction to her repu- 
tation among men. Have we ever properly considered 
Mary from the standpoint of her splendid yieldedness 
to the Holy Spirit? 


The Practical Aim 


The True Wise Men of All Time.—Not friends. 
kinsmen, and tribesmen but strangers from a far oft 
country discovered the divine Babe at his birth. When 
they made the discovery they brought gifts and ren- 


dered worship. When the first Adam failed, God con- of 


descended to speak to him and his voice rang out, 
“Where art thow?” But now God is in the world, 
manifest in the flesh, in the person of the last Adam, 
and it is time for men to turn the question around and 
say, “Where is he?” (v. 2.) The Father seeketh them 
to worship him who will worship him in spirit and 
in truth (Johm 4:23). 


Final Word 


At his birth our Lord had fruitage in the acceptance 
of the Wise Men; at his death in that of the dying 
thief. He came to seek and save that which was lost. 

NARBERTH, Pa, 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW dm Jesus happen to be born in Bethlehem? 
2. How did the wise men know they should follow 

the star? 

3. Did this Christmas star shine in the eastern heavens, 
or did the Magi see it while they were yet “in the east”? 

4. We can understand why Herod was. troubled, but why 
should Jerusalem be troubled? 

5s. Why does Herod’s attitude stand at the extreme oppo- 
‘sition to that of the wise men? 


6. Why was Herod’s attitude extremely foolish, as well 
as wicked, even in the light of what the wise men told him? 

7. How does he reveal the extreme wickedness of the 
murder that was in his heart? 


8 What warning does the knowledge and also the attitude 
of the chief priests and scribes present to us? 

9. Where do you find the answer of the Magi to Herod’s 
question, in Matthew 2: 7? 

10. How was Herod’s kingship in itself a fulfillment of 
prophecy? 

11. How do you know that the wise men did not find the 
Baby Jesus in the stable where he was born? 

12, What word of this second chapter of Matthew directly 
bears on the worship of the Virgin Mary? 

13. What light does this second chapter of Matthew throw 
on the age of the infant Jesus, when the Magi came to 
worship him? 

14. How many miraculous interventions of Providence 
in the protection of this Child are recorded in Matthew’s 
second chapter? 

1s. What is the value of fulfilled prophecy to us? 

16. What was the moral source of the first opposition to 
the advent of Jesus? 

17. What is the moral source of opposition first aroused 
in men to-day, when Jesus is presented? What is its 
antidote in Scripture? 

18. What gifts that the wise men brought may each one 
of us give to Christ Jestis to-day? 

19. What gift that-we can give him does he want above all 
else? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the -preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
This article treats the alternative lesson for Decem- 


ber 20, “Paul’s Summary of His Life” (2 Tim. 3: 10, 
11; 4: 6-18). 


Complet That the man of God may be com- 
plete, furnished completely unto every good work (3: 
17). “He is all man.” “He is four square.” “He 
is a he-man.” These are three of the several ways in 
which the market-place sums up the “complete” man. 
Paul, after the splendidly clever and skilful manner 
of him puts it into balf a dozen words, “furnished unto 
every good work.” “Her father gave her a house 
completely furnished,” was said of a bride. And so 
it was—apparently. In the kitchen was every im- 
aginable appliance for taking care of and preparing food. 
You just threw a switch and Electro, that great mod- 
ern master workman did the rest. There was a wonder- 
ful machine upon which you hang various attach- 
ments from the slicing of cucumbers to the making of 
ice-cream. The rest of the house was to match. Yes, 
it was apparently a “complete” home. But, alas, it 
was not. The fair young mistress said with a sigh, 
“Now, if I only had a good cook!” Mrs. Ridgway 
and I called to see an old friend who was a “lone 
woman” and who had just moved into a newly built 
home. “I have.everything complete to take care of 
my friends,” she boasted, “and I want you to stay all 
night.” We consented and then she found her home 
was not complete. When bedtime came our friend 
‘could fix Mrs. Ridgway up all right, while as for me, 
well, I had to sleep “raw,” as Billy Sunday says. “I 
won't get caught this way again,” laughed our host- 
ess. “Say, Will, what is the best kind to get?” “Old- 
fashioned kind for general purpose.” Yes, most men 
are just like these two homes, something lacking with 
all the care and smartness. But not so with the man 
of God Paul is talking about. God himself does the 
furnishing. And God was never known to do an in- 
complete job, either in the furnishing of a world or 
the furnishing of a man. And do not forget to note 
also the furnishing is “unto every good work.” 

Stories and Jokes.—Be thou sober in all things, ... 
do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry (4: 
5). The baby had one of those serious expressions 
that babies have a way of putting on sometimes. His 
mother took her finger and thumb and gave the soft 
little cheeks an angel squeeze, “Now waft a ittle bit 
for oo Uncle Billy, ole sober sides.” Arid this’ is 
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what the “sober” of the text means. Be serious. 
Which is only another way of being in earnest. I 
was just reading a lawyer’s plea for his client in a 
murder trial. 1 note as the lawyer pled for the 
man’s life (and wom it) he did not tell any funny 
stories or crack any jokes or make any smile-provok- 
ing allusions to enforce his arguments (Eph. 5: 4). 
When the man of God in the pulpit piles on the stories 
as some do, he is in danger of having some of his 
hearers say, as the Governor of Delaware whispered 
to me as we listened to such a one, “Gosh, Bill, our 
friend’s an ‘entertainer,’ isn’t he?” “Last page of 
Literary Digest,” I whispered back. It is this sort of 
thing Paul is warning his young pupil against. It is 
a needed warning. Not that our Timothys should 
avoid all ornament in fulfilling their ministry. The 
Master himself was a most wonderful story teller. 
Paul was one of the greatest orators with all the 
orator’s technique. See his addresses to the Athenians 
and his judges. Paul did not want his protégé to de- 
velop into a jokesmith. Bringing folks into the king- 
dom is one of the most “sober” businesses in the world. 
It is a smiling and rejoicing business, but there is 
nothing funny about it in the comic strip and para- 
grapher sense. As I write this note we are selecting 
a new minister. The one we will likely call asked, 
‘Mr. Ridgway, would there be any objection in your 
church to giving the invitation if circumstances should 
so warrant?” “What!” we exclaimed, “why, sakes 
alive, man, that’s the principal thing we are there for. 
Yes, siree, you just do the work of an evangelist and 
it will suit us.” (P. S.—We called the man and he 
is doing that very thing and the old church is hum- 
ming.) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincIPpLE oF Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect signifi- 
cant likenesses and differences. 











EFORE us in outstanding contrast are two kings, 

outwardly very different in circumstances and con- 
dition, very different in origin, very different in spirit 
as their lives have proved, and very different in the 
afterglow of influence ‘which streams from their lives 
upon the pathway of men. The murder in the heart 
of Herod stands in blackest contrast to the unspeak- 
able love which brought our King from the throne-room 
of Heaven to the manger cradle at Bethlehem. Herod 
as a king lacks every kingly virtue and it seems a 
mockery to give him the title merely because for a 
passing hour he held a place of power in an obscure 
corner of earth. Contrast with this the “all power” 
which belongs to the real King in heaven and in earth 
and we catch a glimpse of how futile it was for the 
self-imporant Herod to hope to prevent his coming to 
the kingdom. 
. Again when we think of Herod as what he was 
really, a poor human being steeped in sin and needing 
most of all a Saviour, how pitifully mean is his at- 
titude as compared with that of the wise men who 
brought their gifts from afar and came to worship 
the Saviour-King though they found him as a babe 
in the humblest circumstance. If we take into account 
the knowledge of the chief priests and scribes con- 
cerning the place where Christ should be born, we have 
here three typical attitudes toward Christ which per- 


sist till our day — opposition, indifference, and worship.- 


The practical question concerns our own attitude. 
Folks may celebrate Christmas without worshiping the 
Saviour-King. But of what avail is it? 

And shall we miss the contrast between his lowly 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Fourth Quarter. 


. October 4.—Paul in Athens .............+00+- Acts 17 : 16-34 
2. October 11.—Paul in Corinth ............... Acts 18: 1-17 
. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 12:1 to 13:13 

October 25.—Paul in Ephesus ...... Acts 18:18 to 19:41 
. November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 

World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20 : 1-38 
. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22: 30 
. November 22.—Paul Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24: 27 
. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25:1 to 26 : 32 
. December 6.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27 : 1-44 
11. December 13.—Paul in Melita and Rome ..... Acts 28 : 1-31 
12. December 20.—Paul’s Summary of His Life 
2 Timothy 3:10, 11; 4: 6-18 


w 


SOM YD we 


Or, 
TOM ooo Sigs ious coin decs Seas tweet Matthew 2: 1-15 
13- December 27.—Review: From Athens to Rome 
Romans 8 : 31-39 
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‘coming on that first Christmas and his coming in 


glory~ which we should gladly anticipate? Are we 
more ready for it than were “his own” who received 
him not? 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


* 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
yom sem and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex laining the 
conditions of this department. The full list oF lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Gold Text 
coon” desired, though some on the Golden Text one disco 


What Came from Bethlehem.—Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem (vv. 1). “Bethlehem” means “house of 
bread.” Out of Bethlehem came the “Bread of Life.” 
—From D. L. Moody. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Saviour in South Seas.—For there is born to 
you this day im the city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord (Golden Text). The joyous life 
of the South Sea Island Christians is best de- 
scribed in their own words: “Time when I stop 
along Satan my heart him heavy like big fella stone. 
Now I come Jesus, my heart he start sing, sing all 
time, sing just like gramaphone in my heart.”—From 
F hong Life of Faith.” Sent by M. J. James, Toronto, 

an. 


Where the Star Stopped.—The star, . . . went be- 
fore them, till it came and stood over where the young 
child was (v. 9). I admire the manner of this star. 
There are remarkable “stars” in the theological sky at 
present: they have led men to Jesus, so they say, and 
now they lead them into regions of yet undeveloped 
thought beyond. The Gospel of the Puritans is “old- 
fashioned”; these men have discovered it is unsuit- 
able for the enlarged intellect of the times; and so 
these “stars” would guide us farther still. To this 
order of wandering “stars” I do not belong myself, 
and I trust I never shall. Progress beyond the Gospel 
I have no desire for. “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”—From 
Spurgeon’s Sermons. Sent by J. E. Williamson, Not- 
tingham, Eng. 





The following three illustrations apply to the alter- 
native lesson for December 20, “Paul’s Summary of 
His Life” (2 Tim. 3:10, 11; 4: 6-18). 


The Bird with Broken Pinion.—Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 
mimstry (4:11). Mark made good after his failure. 
Many years ago a poem was written, the first verse 
of which ran: 

I walked by the woodland meadows, 
Where soft the thrushes sing, 
And found on a bed of mosses 
A bird with a broken wing. 
I healed its wounds and each morning 
It sang its old sweet strain, 
But the bird with the broken pinion 7 
Never soared as high again. 


At the Keswick Convention in 1924 the Rev. J. Stuart 
Holden told of a man who in prison came to know 
the power of Christ to forgive sin, and he wrote on 
the fly leaf of the prison Bible. in his cell a verse for 
this poem: 
But the soul that comes to Jesus, 
Through failure, shame, and pain, 
By His wondrous love and mercy 
May soar as high again. 


That is more true to the Gospel than the first—Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. Prize illustration. 


Let Us Take Warning.—Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world (4:10). Mr. Lloyd 
Georgé tells the following story: “A Welsh preacher 
married a rich wife, and soon dropped out of active 
service. He went traveling one day, and got into a 
railway carriage with two Welsh women and an Eng- 
lishman. The women were so deferential to the new- 
comer that the Englishman’s interest was aroused, 
and at the first opportunity he asked them if he were 
‘the squire. They answered, ‘No, sir, he is not the 
squire. He’s a—retired Christian, sir..”—From the 
lapis Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
ing. 


Especially the Parchments.—The cloke .. . brina 
with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments 
(4:13). “Come,” says Paul the aged, “for I am 
ionely; bring the cloke, for I am old and cold; bring 
the books, for my mind is hungry; but, oh, if all these 
fail, send the parchments!” Especially the parchments! 
Life’s supremacies must always conquer and claim 
their own at the last.- Under -cireumstances almost 
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exactly similar Paul’s great translator, 
William Tyndale, was lying in his damp 
cell at Vilvorde awaiting the fatal stroke 
which set his spirit free a few weeks 
later. And, as in Paul’s case, winter was 
coming on. “Bring me,” he writes, “a 
warmer cap, something to patch my leg- 
gings, a woollen shirt, and, above all, my 
Hebrew Bible.”—From the Luggage of 
Life. Sent by E, Edmunds, Tonbridge, 
Kent, Eng. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
once more we are in that season of the year 
when thy coming to the earth is especially 
remembered by those who love thee. We pray 
that the Christmas-time may not be to us 
who follow thee only that which it is to the 
untold thousands who do not know thee. 
May this be a time of spiritual refreshing 
to each one of us, and may it also be a time 
when the hearts of some who have not known 
thee may be deeply touched and drawn to 
thyself. Lord Jesus, we bring not-only our 
gratitude to thee to‘lay at thy feet, but our 
worship and our lives. Thou hast blessed us 
beyond anything that we could ask or think. 
Thou art the one great gift. May we not 
fail in our giving to give forth the Good 
News that thou didst come to bring, and 
which thou art in thyself. In thy dear name. 
Amen, 

After the Lesson.—I wonder how 
many really wise persons there are in 
this room? I wonder how many of us 
really know the way to the Lord Jesus? 
Wise men from the East recognized a 
star as marking the place of the birth of 
the child Jesus, and they came to worship 
him. But for a long while some of us 
have held back, even though we knew how 
to find the Lord Jesus, and we have not 
been, as wise as these men from the East. 
We could be; we know more about Jesus 
than they did—oh, so much more! And 
just now all around us are the events that 


gather around the Christmas-time, re-| 


minding us here in our church and Sun- 
day-school, and elsewhere, of his coming. 
Is there one of us here to-day who will 
not follow the leadings that take us 
straight to him? What is the greatest 
gift that we could give the Lord Jesus 
to-day? Yes, ourselves. Will you do 
that? Why delay another moment? Let 
us pray. 





WISE. MEN 


FIND JESUS 


ARE WE AS WISE? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Hark, the herald angels sing.” 
“Angels, from the realms of Glory.” 
“© little town of Bethlehem.” 

“Away in a manger.” 

“Joy to the world.” 

“It came upon the midnight clear.” 
“Silent night! Holy night!” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published. by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Christ the Lord” (237 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118: 1, 2, 19-29; Luke 2: 41. 
“God So Loved the World” (314). 
“Bless Him, Ye Angels” (209: 1, 2, 3). 
Psalm 103: 1-5, 10-14. 
“The King Supreme” (3:1-3). Psalm 2: 1-12, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EFORE telling the lesson story, find 

out from each child in your class 
what his idea of Christmas is. Then 
ask who the Christ Child is and in what 
way he differs from all other children. 
Be sure to leave them with. the thought 
firmly fixed in their minds that the Babe 
of Rethlehem who came to give us Christ- 
mas, is truly, truly, the Lord from 
Heaven, the only begotten Son of God, 
earth’s rightful King. Them tell why he 
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came to visit his earth (Matt. 1: 21; Luke 
1:31).. His world had sinned, and had 
gone away from God, and he came to 
save the world, and bring it back to God 
(John 3:16). 

From the account in Matthew 2 and 
Luke 2 weave the beautiful story. First 
tell about the shepherds to whom the 
angels told the wonderful news, and the 
song of glory and peace sung by the 
heavenly choir. After the angels had re- 
turned to Heaven, the shepherds went 
and saw the little Baby with his mother, 
and they were glad, and sang praises, too. 

Explain that the little Saviour-King 
was to be King of the Jews first, but 
he was to be King and Saviour of all the 
world as well. So God made a beauti- 
ful star to shine in the sky, and some 
men who lived far away in the East 
and studied the stars, saw it, and under- 
stood that it was sent to lead them to 
the birth-place of the King. They set 
out to find the King, and traveled a long 
time, perhaps riding on camels. They 
stopped in Jerusalem to see Herod, the 
king of the Jews, thinking, no doubt, that 
the Baby-King should be Herod’s son. 
But when they asked Herod, “Where is 
he that is born King of the Jews?” Herod 
was troubled, and all the men in Jeru- 
| salem were troubled, too. This Baby 
had been promised many years before, 
but his people were not ready to receive 
him. They told Herod that their King 
should be born in Bethlehem, a little town 
where David was born. Herod asked 
them to return and report to him after 
they had found the Baby. Herod pre- 
tended that he wanted to worship the 
little King, but he really wanted to kill 
him, because he was afraid of losing his 
throne; but the Baby whom the wise 
men were seeking did not want Herod’s 
throne, for he is the Lord of the earth. 

The wise men traveled on. They had 
not found the little King in. Jerusalem, 
and when they were looking for him in 
| Herod’s household they even lost sight 
of the star; but when they left the royal 
city, and started toward the “Little Town 
| of Bethlehem,” the star appeared again, 

and went before them until it led them 

| to the little King and his mother. The 
same Spirit who told the wise men to 
| follow the star told them that they had 
found the real King. They worshiped the 
Royal Child, and gave him costly gifts. 
They returned to their own country an- 
other way, because God told them in a 
dream not to tell Herod about the little 
King. 

The Christ Child comes with soft, light feet 

To touch earth’s paths, and make them 

sweet. 

Where’er those shining footsteps fall 

New light and hope are over all; 

New love springs up beneath their tread, 

New glory on the old is shed; 

And he who follows where they go, 

Tastes a deep joy no others know. 








Close with a little personal talk with 
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the children about Christmas giving. 
Point out that the wise men first fell 
down and worshiped the Baby-King, then 
they presented him gifts. Oo we give 
him gifts at, Christmas? 


Curnton, S. C. 
ye 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Carrying the Good News of the star 
(1) to the people; (2) to all peoples. 











EYMOUTH translates Luke 2: 10 
this way: “But the angel said to 
them, Put away all fear; for I am bring- 
ing you good news of great joy —joy 
for all the people.’ Throughout his 
translation “the people’ refers to the 
Jews, so clearly the angels told those 
shepherds on the night of our Lord’s 
birth that they were bringing Good News 
(the Gospel) to the Jews—that their 
Messiah was at last come. But that this 
Gospel was for all peoples we find equally 
clearly taught in that visit of the wise 
men of other nations, coming to join 
in the worship of him who was “Christ 
the Lord” to them as well as to the Jews. 
_Shall we not do well to show our older 
girls this week — who are certainly most 
familiar with the story of the visit of the 
wise men; who first followed the star that 
had at last arisen “out of Jacob” (Num. 
24:17) —how the greatest of all the 
apostles, Paul, also followed that same 
glorious star, carrying his Gospel, ac- 
cording to God’s own plan, first to all 
“the people’ and then to all peoples? 
In this way we shall make the Christmas 
lesson in some part one with the long 
series on Paul, now so near its close. 
After an introductory study of Mat- 
thew 2: 1-15, with emphasis (as above) 
on the exact message of the star as told 
by the angels, lead your girls to think of 
that other little child, in Tarsus of Cilicia, 
who was very probably of an age with 
the Child Jesus. How differently these 
two Jewish boys were born and trained! 
How far apart they were, in manhood, 
with the one arch persecutor of the other! 
Yet by God’s grace that very persecutor 
became the greatest disciple of the Beth- 
lehem Babe, and carried his Gospel to 
“the uttermost part of the earth” as they 
then knew it, in faithful obedience to the 
last commission given.to his followers. 
And how did he do it? For our pur- 
pose in this lesson let us divide Paul’s 
testimony into two parts: (1) That “to 
the people’ — his own Hebrew race, and 
(2), that to all peoples—the Gentiles. | 
Can your girls name the places where} 
Paul preached Jesus to the Jews —as 
one of them lists those places on the 
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board? That list will have to begin 
with Damascus— where Saul preached 
“straightway” he was converted, and in 
the Jewish synagogues to his own people. 
It will lead through Jerusalem, up to 
Antioch in Syria, on to Salamis, up to 
Pisidian Antioch, to Iconium, to Lystra 
(to young Timothy there, a half-Jew, at 
least). Then it must go over into Eu- 
rope (to that little group of Jewish pros- 
elytes, if not Jews by birth, by the river- 
side, who kept the Sabbath Day by prayer 
to the true God, to Thessalonica, to Berea, 
to Athens, to Corinth, to Ephesus — and 
on to Rome. 

_ Then you must go back through that 
list to note in how many of those places 
Paul preached also to the Gentiles, list- 
ing them by nationalities, perhaps, to rep- 
resent “all peoples.” What a life of serv- 
ice in following that star that had arisen 
“out of Jacob”! What a messenger his 
Gospel found in Paul! To how many have 
you carried that message of the Child the 
wise men came so far to worship? 


Home Study 


How many prophecies of the coming 
Messiah refer to him as a Light, a Star, 
a Sun, and the like? Use a concordance 
and see how many you can find in the Old 
Testament. 


Decatur, GA, 
P we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “What could I give a 
King?” 
Discussion: The various ways in which 
a fellow can live a witnessing life, 
Objective: The best gift. 











AY, fellows, I suppose each one of 

you in the past few weeks has asked 
himself the question: “What can I give 
—?” And that blank space was occupied 
by the word “mother,” or “sister,” or 
“father,” or “brother,” or “sweetheart.” 
Maybe I should have put “sweetheart” 
first, to fit your case—that is, if you 
put your girl first, as some fellows do. 
Not that I am blaming: you for it, though 
I believe many a fellow looks back at 
sometime when he has lavished the bulk 
of his Christmas spendings on a girl, or 
several girls, and sadly realizes that he 
has given a comparatively cheap gift to 
his.truly best girl—the one at home, 
mother, or sister. 

At any rate you thought hard over 
“what to give.” And you were able to 
arrive at your decision through two prob- 
abilities: the first, “what she would most 
like to have’; the second, “what I can 
afford to give.” At least, I’m giving you 
credit for that much common sense. Fel- 
lows have been reckless enough under a 
burst of generosity to leave the second 
probability out of consideration — only 
to be tormented by some January and 
later days of regret. Some people do 
not enjoy the Christmas season because 
of the wide gulf between those two prob- 
abilities. 

But, fellows, you are not so apt to fail 
in these gifts as you are to miss the big- 
gest fact of all about Christmas: that it 
is the King’s birthday ; and that it is your 
high privilege to make him a present. Use 
the same process to determine what that 
present shall be. First: What would he 
most like to have from you? If you 
think an instant, you will know; it is 
almost too trite to repeat. The King 
would like. to have your heart. “But, 
I have already given him that,” you an- 
swer. Well, have you? Ask yourself 
Have you? It is 
such an important matter to know this, 
that we should test it. “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15); 
“__and ye shall be witnesses unto me” 
(Acts 1:8). Are you doing this, fel- 
lows? If not, then: I’ll-tell you without 
any doubt what the King would most 
like to have from you as a birthday gift: 
it is your heart afresh — your rededicated 
life. If you have never given him that 
in, the first place, oh, what a Christmas 
for you in the making of a royal gift to 
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diligently (v. 7). 





Lesson for December 20 
Matthew a: 1-15 


the King! The second consideration: 
Can you afford such a costly gift? An- 
swer it with another question: Can you 
afford not to give it? 
Happy Christmas, fellows! 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


_ 
From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ND when they had opened their treas- 

ures, they presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh (v. 
11). The: word for “presented,” pros- 
phero, should be translated “offered” or 
“made an offering.” Thus in Hebrews 
5:1, “That he -may -offer. both gifts and 
sacrifices for sins,” and in Hebrews 9:7 
and 10:1, 2,.8,.11, 12, where the same 
meaning is indicated. The. wise-men in 
this way recognized the divinity of the 
Child. They expressed their adoration of 
him in three ways, — by falling down be- 
fore him, by worshiping him, and by of- 
fering gifts as sacrifices to him. Indeed, 
frankincense was a symbol of worship- 
ing prayer. 

And when they had opened their treas- 
ures, they offered up to him gifts (v. 11). 
How appropriate for the wise to bring 
giits out of their treasuries to the Babe 
in whom was “hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 

Then Herod, when he had privily 
called the wise men, enquired of them 
Rather he inquired of 
them “exactly” what time the star ap- 
peared. There was an evident synchron- 
ism between the appearance of the star 
and the birth of the Child, and he wanted 
to get the exact time of the birth (comp. 
v. 16, “from two years old and under, ac- 
cording to the time which he had dili- 
gently [exactly] enquired of the wise 
men”). The~Magi did not know where 
Messiah, the Prince, was to be born. 
Their question was, “Where is he that 
is born King of the Jews?” But they 
knew when. They were Magi, and Dan- 
iel had been the head of the college of 
Magi in Babylon, and to Daniel had been 
given the exact date of the coming of the 
Prince (Dan. 9). Little doubt but the 
secret had been handed down from gen- 
eration to generation by the Magi in the 
East as well as by the Jews themselves. 

Notice the order in verses 11 and 13, 
“The young child with Mary”-and “take 
the young child and his mother.” The 
child always first. No ground for Mari- 
olatry there! They fell down and wor- 
shiped, not aute but auto; not “her” but 
“him.” It is not the mother and her 
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who did not speak Greek. The Maltese were 
Phoenicians, 

7. See Acts 14. 

8. Acts 28 : 4-6. 

9. Acts 13. 

10. Probably in order to have a Lord's Day 
with the brethren. Perhaps some had to work 
long hours except on the rest day. (Compare 
Acts 20 :6, 7 and 21 : 4.) 

11. Julius liked Paul from thé first (27 : 3), 
but. now he owes his life to Paul. 

12, This is the third, and its crew was 
sensible enough to go into winter quarters. 

13. See Acts 21: 5. 

14. As everywhere, Paul here first called the 
Jews to hear the Good News, giving them 
the first opportunity to hear and accept it. 
And as usual they rejected it, so he then 


| turned his message to the Gentiles. 


15. A Messiah (see Luke 24: 21). 

16..It was because Paul preached that Christ 
was the Messiah that he had been taken 
prisoner, 

17. Acts 28 : 22, 

18.:Matthew 21 : 43. 

19. Personal. 


20. Paul’s letters written during that term 
of imprisonment show that people of all 
classes became followers of the Lord Jesus as 
the result of his witnessing — from the Ro- 
man senator Eubulus to the soldiers chained 
to his wrists night and day. 

21. The evidence (within the letters them- 
selves) is quite clear that Philippians, Ephe- 
sians, Colossians, and Philemon were written 
at this time. : 

22. Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus 
speak plainly of further journeyings and ex- 
periences not recorded in Luke’s biographical 
narrative, and the second one to Timothy 
refers to an imprisonment far more rigid than 
this first one was, with a certain death immi- 
nent —as do none of the four written during 
these first two years in Rome. 
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The second volume of the“‘Say, Fellows!” series has all the snap and 
Like the former, it will be found useful 

‘to leaders in preparing short talks for College, Y.M.C.A., Young 
People’s Meetings, Boy Scouts, home circles, or other spheres where a 
straight heart-to-heart-talk with boys and youths is possible. 
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what a wealth of meaning and clarity 

these highly authoritative translations 

impart! How much more understand- 

able because more accurate—especially 

to the young—does this small verse be- 

come with these changes ! And yet they 
are only typical of the’ entire 


(v. 15), for so it~ is literally, —not 
“death” but teleutes, end. But the word 
of the angel to Mary concerning the Com- 
ing One, the manger King, had been “Of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

For thus it is written by the prophet 
(v. 5). Through the prophet, dia, as if 
the message came through him from God 
as through a-wholly passive instrument or 
agency. So in_verse 15, “Which was 
spoken of the Lord [dia]: through the 
prophet.” 
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Investors 
In Bonds 
Desire: 


1: SAFETY ASSURED: 


This is essential for careful 
investors. 


2: ATTRACTIVE INCOME: 


This is desired by all in- 
vestors. 


Rates on our annuity bonds 
vary with age, but run as 
high as 9 per cent. 


$3: CONVENIENCE, EASE AND 
FREEDOM : 
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investing and Freedom 
from trouble and expense 
in handling investments. 
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These are advantages for 
many investors. 


4: THE PRIVILEGE OF JOINT 
PROTECTION : 
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The American Bible So- 
ciety has had more than half 
a century of experience in 
handling annuity bonds with- 
out loss to a single investor. 


All these and other ad- 
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wish to secure the American 
Bible Society’s annuity bonds. 
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Society. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Eternal State of the Redeemed. 
Revelation 21:1-3; 22 : 1-5 


Golden Text.—Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. He that hath ears, let him hear.—Matt. 13: 43 




















Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of *‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$ia hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 


27.—- Review ..ccsccecseces Revelation 1 
Golden Text: John 5 : 22, 27 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical ‘Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


ROBABLY no Bible theme is more 

agreeable to the mind of man than 
that of Heaven. This is especially true 
of those who through advancing years 
or physical limitations are drawing near 
to the end of the realities of earth. 

In their writings, various religions, 
other than the Christian, present their 
conceptions of an eternal estate; but in 
every instance they offer that which is 
evidently the invention of the human _im- 
agination. In contrast to this, the Bible 
presents the facts of eternity past, the 
issues of the present, and the realities 
of eternity to come with never a descent 
to the plane of human conception, but al- 
ways evidencing the high and holy dis- 
tinguishing qualities of a divine revela- 
tion. 

Human proof relative to divine reve- 
lation cannot proceed beyond the range 
of human life and experience; therefore 
that portion of the Bible revelation which 
transcends the limitations of this sphere 
is not subject to human verification; but, 
within the limited human sphere,’ every 
teaching of the Scriptures is found to be 
perfectly true. It is therefore reasonable 
to conclude that all divine revelation is 
equally true, and that both the eternal 
estate of the redeemed and the eternal 
estate of the lost are as accurately stated 
in the Scriptures as are the present 
things of time. 

Though it is not the divine purpose that 
those who go out of this life shall re- 
turn; yet the unseen worlds have not been 
left without a witness. On the state- 
ment-of the Son of God whose veracity 
is unquestionable and who is himself the 
Truth, we know that a certain rich man 
when he died went to a place of torment, 
and that a certain beggar when he died 
went to a place of bliss. (Luke 16: 19-31). 
We observe, also, that Christ was as 
familiar with the unseen as he was with 
the seen. This was true in his teachings 
concerning God (John 4:24; 5: 36,. 37, 
45; 10:15, 18), concerning the fallen 
and unfallen angels (Matt. 22: 36; Mark 
I: 32-34), and concerning the destinies 
of men (Matt. 5:22; 25:34, 46). Again, 
the apostle Paul was caught up into the 
highest heaven and heard unspeakable 
words which, he declared, were not law- 
ful for a man to utter (2 Cor. 12: 1-4), 
and long after that experience he testi- 
fied that to depart and be with Christ 
is far better (Phil. 1:23), and that he 
was willing to be absent from the body 
that he might be present with the Lord 
(2 Cor. 5:8). Added to all this, we have 
the divinely appointed witness of the apos- 
tle John who, in his Patmos vision, went 
into heaven’s glory and returned with the 
commission to write for the comfort and 
encouragement of the servants of God 
the things which he had seen. Thus, 
since the divine revelation concerning the 
future state is presented to us by the mes- 
sage of the Son of God and by the tes- 
timony of both the apostle Paul and the 
apostle John as eye-witnesses, we are as- 
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sured of the certainty of every word that 
has been spoken. 

We are told that, at death, the believer 
immediately departs to be with the Lord 
and that this estate is “far better”; and 
though it is indicated that there is an in- 
termediate body which is from heaven and 
which is provided in order that the child 
of -God shall not be unclothed, or bodi- 
less, the glorified body, which is by resur- 
rection, is not given until it is given to 
all the saved at the coming of Christ. It 
is the teaching of the Word of God that 
the future estate of the believer, regard- 
ing his own person, is to be one in which 
he will be conformed to the image of the 
resurrected Christ in glory (Rom. 8:29; 
1 John 3: 1-3; Phil. 3:20, 21). He will 
then know evem as he is now known (1 
Cor. 13:12); that is, his every capacity 
for knowledge will be expanded to the 
measure of Christ’s present knowledge of 
us. By this we are assured that we are 
to be deprived of no present knowledge, 
but rather, all this. is to be increased to 
an infinite degree. Loved ones will be 
nearer and dearer than ever before, and 
whilc Christ is the center of all attrac- 
tion in heaven, at the coming of “Christ, 
beliew<s who have fallen asleep in Jesus 
will be joined to those who are alive and 
remain and together they will all go on 
to meet the Lord in the air, and thus 
be together with the Lord forever (1 
Thess. 4: 15-17). 

-Heaven is a place (John 14: 1-3) of 
surpassing beauty and celestial glory 

€v. 21:1 to 22:7). It is to be inhab- 
ited by “God the Judge of all,” by “Jesus 
the mediator of the new covenant,” by “an 
innumerable company of angels,” by “the 
spirits of just men made perfect,” and 
by “the general assembly and church of 
the firstborn” (Heb. 12:22-24). The 
phrase, “the spirits of just men made 
nerfect,” doubtless refers to the saints 
of other dispensations since the “church 
of the first born” is so obviously limited 
to the saints of the present age of grace 
(Eph. 3:3-6). In like manner, Christ 
stated that there are many mansions in 
the Father’s house which, we believe, will 
be occupied; but he has gone to prepare 
a place for the Church which is his bride 
whom he will receive unto himself when 
he comes again (John 14: 1-3). 

In attempting to pare to the mind of 
mar the glories of the celestial sphere, 
language has been strained to its limits; 
yet we may believe that no considerable 
portion of that wondrous glory has ever 
beer. revealed. can comprehend the 
blessedness that will be experienced by 
the redeemed in heaven, or that has al- 
ready come to human hearts in antici- 
pation of that wonderful place! It is 
characterized as a place of abundant life 
(1 Tim. 4:8), of rest poy 14:13), of 
knovriedge (1 Cor. 13: 8-10), of holiness 
(Rev. 21:27), of service (Rev. 22:3), 
of worship (Rev. 19:1), of fellowship 
with God (Rev. 21: 3), of fellowship with 
other believers (1 Thess, 4:18), and of 
glory (2 Cor. 4:17). “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things 
have passed away. And he that sat upon 
the throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:4, 5). 

The student of the Scriptures should 
distinguish between “the m o 
heaven” —a phrase peculiar to Matthew’s 
Gospei which refers to the divine reign 


on the earth, — “the heavenly” — a phrase 


peculiar to the Ephesian Epistle which 
refers to the present sphere of the be- 
liever’s association with Christ, —and 
“heaven” which refers to the umseen 
realms of celestial glory. 

The Bible, which alone discloses the 
wonders of heaven, is equally explicit in 
its declarations concerning the conditions 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-13 


upon which sinners of this fallen race 
may enter there. Notwithstanding this, 
multitudes are assuring themselves that 
they will be privileged to enter heaven 
who, at the same time, are giving no heed 
to those counsels of God in which he 
States the only way given among men 
whereby they must be saved. Not every 
person will be found in heaven; that glory 
and bliss is for the redeemed. Redemp- 
tion, which involves no impossible human 
condition, is, nevertheless, absolutely de- 
pendent on a personal acceptance of the 
Redeemer. Such acceptance is a trans- 
action most simple, and yet so vital and 
conclusive that the trusting soul will be 
assured above all else that he is depend- 
ing only on Christ for salvation 

The revealed facts concerning heaven 
are stated in the Scriptures cited in this 
study and these should be read with great 
care. 
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Several months before the wedding the 
bridegroom bought a little home and went 


\Invest safel ly 1 
OTUs 





DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 





No. A—Six Pencils, sh: various 
= Be eg, 5 Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 aes Gold, 
No. B— Three Pencils and ruler, fancy 
pA embossed LEATH R Casetwi th NAME 
engraved im 22 ey Gold, 50c. 











Gold—Holly Box, 30c. 
Insurance We extra. Send Check Money Order or Stamps 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO. 23,Weet com st.. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday sehool teaching interesting 
' jas 
tnt trea ea dette tee ee 
THE TLLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in naa, by Native 
Evan ietse and bible v Women a ake are being sup- 


for from ts to 4 
a year. Write Rev. fn > Ber Bret Bice 


» Box V, 
473 Greene A . 
ne venue, Brooklyn, N.Y., ; for free 


















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


there to live and beautify the place for 
his bride-to-be. He sodded the lawn and 
watered it until it was like velvet. He 
set out trees, planted boxes of flowers and 
made a flower garden. He bought fur- 
nishings and made the little home cozy 
and attractive. Now, why did he do this? 
Because he loved this beautiful girl and 
he wanted to make her happy. 

If a man will do these things for his 
bride, what will Jesus, the heavenly bride- 
groom, prepare for his bride, the Church? 

John, the beloved disciple, was ninety 
years old and alone on the Isle of Pat- 
mos when God showed him a vision of 
Heaven. He told John to write down 
everything he saw. Let us read about 
Heaven from God’s Book (read Rev. 
21: 1-3; 22:1-5). 

Jesus had much to say about Heaven. 
He came from Heaven and to Heaven he 


returned. He taught us to pray, “Our 
Father who art in heaven.” ; 
Jesus said earth is unsafe. Thieves, 


moth and rust are here (Matt. 6: 19). Lay 
up treasures in Heaven, for it is a safe 
place. (Tell children ways of laying up 
treasures in Heaven.) 

Heaven is. a large city with many beau- 
tiful mansions. The city is enclosed with 
jasper walls set on foundations of pre- 
cious stones. There are twelve gates of 
pearl. The streets are of pure gold. 

On this earth homes decay and go to 
ruin and people have to repair and paint 
them continually. Many people pay rent 
and sometimes it is hard for poor peo- 
ple to keep the rent paid. And often lit- 
tle children have to go hungry and with- 
out clothes in our great cities. 

The houses of Heaven are God-built. 
No repair work there, no rent, no poor, 
no rich, no. hungry, ragged little children. 

In Heaven we shall have new bodies 
shining like the sun. There will be no 
need of the light of the sun there, for 
the glory of God, brighter than the light 
of a thousand suns, will be our light. 

In Heaven there is no death, sorrow, 
crying, nor pain. “God shall wipe away 
all tears.” 

There shall be “a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal.” All children 
love a river. “The tree of life” is there 
with its lovely fruit. 

There is no sin there and nothing will 
remind us that we have ever sinned. 

God’s throne shall be there. What joy 
it will be to see God our Father, and 
Jesus, the blessed Son. Our loved ones 
and friends who have died in Christ are 
waiting for us. 

It does seem that every person should 
want to go to Heaven. But listen: the 
road is narrow. And there is only one 
road, and it begins at the Cross. (Ex- 
plain plan < of salvation and tell of the 
Christian’s journey to Heaven, beginning 
with conversion. ) 

Many boys and girls are on the wide 
road of sin, and they are lost. Let us 
show them the heavenly road and tell 
them of the beautiful city God has pre- 
pared for all who love and serve him. 


Memory Verse 
Revelation 21: 2. 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 


Mr. Chafer’s Bible Studies in book 
form will be found extremely valuable 
for supplemental work on the vital doc- 
trines that have been taken up during the 
last nine months. Their titles and prices 
are as follows: 

Satan. $1. 

Salvation. $1. 

He That Is Spiritual. $1. 

True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by 
Prayer. $1. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. $1. 

Seven Biblical Signs of the Times. 20 cents. 

Grace. $1.50. 


It is also expected that the present 
series of articles on the fundamentals by 
Mr. Chafer will be published in book 
form, amplified and enlarged by many 
additional chapters on further doctrines 
not taken up in’ the present course. This 
book will probably be ready in the sum- 


mer or fall of 1926, when full announce- 
ment will be made in these columns. 
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By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
The World’s Greatest Sunday-school Commentary for 1926 


NOTES 





It Contains—The greatest possible wealth of practical helps 
easily workable and suggestive; also maps, charts, and 


a wealth of illustrations. 


It Furnishes—A knowledge of the spiritual teachings and 
the inspiration which teachers of all grades require, 
$2.00 postpaid 


$1.90 net. 





A TOP NOTCH TEACHER 
By DR. A. H. McKINNEY 


For inspiration, effective effort, and general self-improve- 
ment, every good teacher will want. it. 
doubts his own ability cannot afford to be without it. 


Every teacher who 
$1.50 





The Challenge of Youth The Job of Being a Dad 


By ALFRED E. STEARNS 


Parents and teachers alike must meet it. 
Conditions are bringing to our young 
people a testing which challenges the 
older generation. Do you understand 
their problems? Dr. Stearns does. 
Humorous with anecdotes, serious in 
its challenge. $1.25 


W. A. Wilde Company, 


The biggest job in the whole world is 
that of being a real dad toa real boy. 
Do you know how to capitalize your 
golden opportunities? Thousands of 
fathers through this volume have found 
happiness and joy. 
their boy, and are now reaping divi- 
dends. $1.75 


By FRANK H. CHELEY 
of the Father and Son League of America 
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Her Happ 
Surprise! 


—she wanted to in- 
vest her funds 
where she could 
be sure of 


A SAFE INCOME 


from them while she lived, with the assurance that after 
her departure 


HER INVESTMENT 


would be used for God’s glory. She found what she wanted in i 


B.1.0.L.A.Annuity Bonds 


and she is a HAPPY WOMAN now 
A Few of the Facts She Learned: 
(1) That the SECURITY WAS UNQUESTIONABLY GOOD. 


(2) That the INCOME was SATISFACTORILY SECURE, 
If she made a contract at 60 years of age, she would have 


7% per year, while she lived. 
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Thousands of Bible Pictures Yours 


THE TRANS-LUX 


DAYLIGHT SCREEN 
and 


OPAQUE 
PROJECTOR 


Rated with the Radio 
as one-of 


3 
= The Wonders of the Age 
Permits you to throw upon 
a screen in daylight or 
artificial light 
ANY PICTURE FROM ANYWHERE 


From a kodak to a full-page illustration without removing it from book. Colors 
and beauty intensified. Pictures — in daylight like an illuminated clock- 


face. No mirrors, no heat, no blistering. Pictures may remain in projector 
indefinitely. 


Junk “Canned” Lectures and “Canned” Pictures 
Put your personality into the pictures you select and arrange. Draw from the 
rotogravure section of the daily paper, as well as from the Art Reproductions 
in your own library and the Public Libraries of your home cities. 
Screen Your Hymns—Bring back congregational singing. 
Picture Your Sermons—Hold your young people at morning preaching. 
Build Up and Hold a Big Sunday School Class by up-to-date pictures. 


Get the Equipment in Time for Your CHRISTMAS Program 
Our Picture Library Service 


has located and listed thousands upon thousands of pictures in every section of 


the country, and will assist our patrons, FREE, in making combinations for 
any sort of service or lecture. Address 


TRANS-LUX PICTURE SCREEN CORP. 
36 W. 44th Street, New York City CHURCH DEPARTMENT 
Ministers—Missionaries—Students 


BOOK LO Workere-—Everybody 


Look at these Special Combination Offers of The King’s Business, The K. B. Sunday 
School Quarterly, and a choice list of many of the books you have been desiring for your 
library or for Christmas gifts. 

The King’y Bustness is a unique “Bible Family Magazine’’—published monthly—fea- 
turing inspirational Fundamentalist material for every true hearted child of God. Regular 
price, $1.25 a year in U. S.; $1.60 foreign. 5 

The K. B. Sunday School Quarterly contains comment on both International and 
Whole Bible series of lessons, by specialists in this field. Regular price, 75c a year in U. S.; 
$0c foreign.. Ten or more subscriptions to one address, 60c each in U. S.; 75c foreign. 
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Truth for You—J. H. Sammis ....... .25/ The Mark of the Beast—Sydney D. Wat- 


Regular price $2.50 MOM ccccccccccvcccscccccccccccccess 1.25 
The King’s Business ....... aveees cos REE Regular price $3.25 
The K. B. Sunday School Quarterly .. .75| The Kine’s Business ................- $1.25 
The Return of the Lord Jesus—R. A. The K. B. Sunday Schoo! Quarterly .. .75 
TOrrey, PAPET ceeeeeeeeeeecereces 50; The Conflict—Elizabeth Knauss ....... 1.25 
Regular price $2.50 Regular price $3.25 
The King’s Business .........eseeeees $1.25 FOR ONLY $2.50 
The K. B, Sunday School Quarterly .. .75 ia 
Matthew's Gospel Self Interpreted—K. You can have oe, 26 Se following 
La. Brook®, PAPOF .ccccccccncccccces 50 combinations: 


——j|The King’s Business ..............0.. $ 
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The K. B. Sunday School Quarterly .. .75 a si 

The Layman's Handbook of Daniel— 
Dr. G. A. Briegleb, paper ........ 50 


Regular price $3.50 
oxmame ane Binge Destases at oes ms werave ro -$1.25 
rice $2.50 c) . . Sunday Schoo uarterly .. .75 
Regular » $ Personal and Practical Christian Work 
FOR ONLY $2.00 —T. C. Horton 


You can have the following combination: 


7, Ki Busi $1.25 Regular price $3.50 
he ng’s UBIMOMB occ ccsccccccevece < 
The K. 5. Sunday School Quarterly .. .75 FOR ONLY $2.75 
Sermon Illustrations of the Bible—K. L. You can have either of the following 
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Regular price $3.00 re Ring's pO eee oe $1.25 


B. Sunday School Quarterly .. 


4 -75 
FOR ONLY $2.25 The Patmos Vision—George W. Davis . 1.75 
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The King’s Business .........eeeeeee: $1.25 | The K. B. Sunday School Quarterly ... .75 
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Regular price $3.25 
(Note.—Add 25c or 1/s for foreign postage.) 


You can have The King’s Business sent to one address and the books to another if 
you desire. Tell your friends of the splendid offers and get them to subscribe. 


THE KING’S BUSINESS 
536-558 South Hope Street, - - - Los Angeles, California 


Just cut out this advertisement, check the combination you desire, and send 
TODAY with your remittance! 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1¢31 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
giad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am always very much 
interested in your department in The Sunday 
School Times, and have wanted to ask your 
advice for some months for myself. My hus- 
band thinks there is no harm at all in going 
to the country and spending the Sabbath with 
friends at a picnic, sometimes bathing and 
playing or reading. They always wish me to 
go along, but I have always refused. I have 
a Sunday-school] class, and much prefer going 
to Sunday-school and church service, rather 
than spending the day (even quietly as I am 
assured it will be spent) among people who 
do not give a thought to God, or at least do 
not seem to. I believe that I might be able 
to spend Sunday in the woods or on the river, 
pleasing to God, if the company honored his 
name, and would be willing to spend part of 
the time in Bible study and hymn singing. 

I hope you will not misunderstand me, 
Mother Ruth. I do desire to be a good wife 
and to take an interest in everything that 
interests my husband, and sometimes I feel 
as though, if it would not be wrong, I would 
like to spend the Sabbath in the open with 
him, just because he desires it. I desire to 
please him in everything that is right, for I 
believe the Lord Jesus would have me do so. 

It seems to me that, according to Isaiah 
58 : 13, 14, I am pleasing Him and putting him 
first, but would be glad to have your advice.— 
A SINCERE CHRISTIAN, 


EAR CHRISTIAN: Your question 

is one that is troubling more than 
one to-day. Many are wondering how 
far they may go, and still honor the 
Lord’s Day, and do_as Christ would have 
them do. That we must be careful not 
to give up our church services, and the 
holding to the Sunday-school for the 
sake of the young and the future church, 
is very clear. How much time to give to 
the open is a problem you must pray 
much over and get light from God. He 
will not leave you to grope in any uncer- 
tainty, but will give you clear convic- 
tions as to what you should do. The ref- 
erence to which you call attention is one 
on which I have always put my faith in 
the keeping of the day to please God. I 
would suggest that you make your hus- 
band’s thoughts for the day a subject of 
special prayer that God would influence 
him to see as God would have him see, 
and cause his heart to want to spend the 
day as God would have him, These 
things over which we have so little con- 
trol, can be so well adjusted if we will 
only take God into our confidence, and 
diligently seek for wisdom. I do not 
mean just to pray about it in a casual 
manner, but get in earnest about it, and 
do not cease until the answer comes and 
we know, as is our privilege, that God is 
the answer and well pleased to give us 
the wisdom for which we plead. 

We do not want to differ with our 
family in these things, but we do want all 
to walk with God, so that we shalfhave 
the same mind and walk in happiness and 
fellowship with each other, so as to bring 
no contention into the family life. It is 
so wonderful to have the Master teach 
us, and he has promised to “Instruct us 
and teach us in the way that we shall go” 
(Psa. 32:8). 

I appreciate the feeling that you have 
to please your husband, and that also 
pleases your Lord, for he wants us as wo- 
men to hold dear to our hearts the love 
of eonr helpmate, so that you want to 
be sure that which you do is of God, 
whether going or refraining from going. 
“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God,” is our Bible instruction, so that 
we want to be sure we are not influenced 
by any person but the Holy Spirit. Get 
up close to the heart of God, and you 
will find he is waiting to give you the 
assurance of what is pleasing to him. I 
pray that.this may come to you in a ckar 
understanding from him, 
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Make it 

as regular 
a habit to 
shine your 


as 
to brush 
your teeth 
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The Self shining polish 


famous the world over. | 








Fine Black or Brown Kid Shoes 


\luttemores 


Shoe Polishes: 





CO BOSAL BPSK 











ESTABLISHED 
A 11 East 38th Street _ 





One Room or Many — 
As Occasion Demands 
B the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildi 
Send for 40 page Catalogue No. 24 
J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 


New York City 
Offices in all principal cities 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew a: 1-15 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





cee 








es 


Bureau of Sunday School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 
By the late Marion Lawrance, and Charles A. Oliver, 


Mrs. A. W. Karnell, 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School-Times which the Editors en- 
titled * Ask Marion Lawrance!”’ The large 

t of hed material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 

in the Sunday-school field. 





Quite young people are now wanted as 
teachers in the Junior and Primary Depart- 
ments, but they insist on thorough prepara- 


“Mion. On this account, few people are ready 


to’ offer themselves as teachers, lest they 
should not be accepted. I notice the same 
thing comes out in every Sunday-school con- 
vention I attend. There seems to be a great 
difficulty in getting teachers, and especially 
in getting qualified teachers. There is the 
constant demand for younger teachers in 
the departments mentioned above, and for 
men teachers for boys. How can we remedy 
this condition? 

HE securing of good teachers, plenty 

of them and properly trained, seems 
to be and really is the crux of the whole 
Sunday-school problem. We have often 
treated this question, in one form or an- 
other, but it seems to lie at the very root 
of success or failure. 

The tendency to secure younger teachers 
for the Junior and Primary Departments 
is growing. There are good reasons for 
teachers in this department not being so 
far removed in age from those they are 
teaching. In this way, they are supposed 
to be more sympathetic, and will enter 
more heartily into the lives of their 
pupils. However, it is possible for peo- 
ple of older years to be young in spirit, 
and no really efficient teacher of any age, 
who is able to go forward with the work 
and is making a success of it, should be 
asked to step aside, unless there are justi- 
fiable reasons in addition to his age. 

Nevertheless it is a fine thing for 
young people, especially from eighteen 





“JUST THE BIBLE I'VE 
ALWAYS WANTED” 
—Say all Sunday School TEACHERS 


**One could not ask for a pocket-size Au- 
thorized Version Bible more compact or 
complete.” — The Sunday School Times. 


NOTE THIS BEAUTIFUL PRINT 
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Size of page only 6% x 4% inches 





Bound in genuine French morocco leather, with 
overlapping covers, red under gold edges. 


Contains References, Concordance and 
elps, Maps, etc. 
Price only $4.20 


JAMES POTT & CO., Publishers 
214 E. 23rd Street NEW YORK 
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Preaching to Children 


It will help you if you try the ‘‘ Gospel 
Seeing Truth Packets.’? Each packet con- 
tains the objects and full directions. Ask 
for the free tract on ‘‘ How to Preach to 
Children.’? Send 10c for sample packet. 


Rev. C. H. Woolston, D.D. 
1242 Marlboro Street, Philadelphia, Pa. | 











PARISH PAPERS 


Any church, school or class “can 
publish a parish paper by using our 
co-operative plan. A parish paper 
fills empty pews, keeps community 
informed, speeds up church work, 
Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. G 
The National Religious Press 


8.3. T. Grand Rapids, Mich. 








years of age and up, to become trained 
and take the position of teachers in the 
Children’s Division. As they grow older, 
they grow more efficient. 

In regard to the matter of men teachers 
for boys, this is exceedingly desirable, for 
many reasons, and yet it is not absolutely 
necessary. I would not give up any effi- 
cient teacher, either of boys or girls, for 
the purpose of putting in somebody else 
of the opposite sex. In training and in- 
stalling new teachers, however, it is al- 
ways better to have men teachers for boys, 
and women teachers for girls, especially 
for those above ten or twelve years oi 
age. 

There is but one answer to the whole 
teacher question, and that is the teacher- 
training class, in which capable, properly 
chosen young men and women are offi- 
cially set aside and trained for this high 
office. This will solve the problem, and 
nothing else will solve it permanently. 
This can be done, even though many 
think it cannot. Many times it is a very 
difficult thing to accomplish, but with the 
right spirit of perseverance, there is no 
reason why it may not be done, unless 
there are absolutely no young people to 
be had for the training class. 





A small book especially useful for the un- 
trained teacher (as well as for more experi- 
enced) is “A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” 
by Philip E. Howard (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents). 

What is the best way to elect officers for 
the Sunday-school? Should it be done at 
the church meeting, and what should they 
be called when elected? 


HIS has been answered many, many 

times in these columns, but it is con- 
tinually coming up, in one form or an- 
other, and is so fundamental, we will 
answer briefly again. 

The Sunday-school superintendent and 
possibly his assistant superintendents, but 
certainly the superintendent himself, 
should be elected by the church, just as 
other church officers are elected, and 
elected at the same time and in the same 
manner. When elected, the superintend- 
ent should be recognized as an official of 
the church, and responsible to the church. 

The only other officer that should be 
similarly elected is the Director of Re- 
ligious Education. 

After the superintendent is thus elected, 
however, he should have a free hand in 
naming all of his assistants and the other 
general officers of the school. He should 
do this in consultation with the pastor, 
but he should have a very free hand in 
naming his associates, especially those 
upon whom he must depend for the suc- 
cess of his administration. Failure to 
recognize this prerogative of the superin- 
tendent has caused many disasters, and 
will cause many more unless it is rem- 
edied. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 


Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Our Sunday-school is considering a teacher- 
training course. We have never had one, and 
many feel the need of it. There are a num- 
ber, too, who are somewhat indifferent to it. 
It seems that what we need is a simple 
course, not complicated and not too deep. 

What kind of course would you recom- 
mend for us? What should first be consid- 
| ered in a course, the pedagogical, the psycho- 
| logical,” or the Biblical problems? What are 


the different kinds of courses? 


What are the different ways of conducting 
this class? What should be the qualifications 
of the teacher of this class? What books or 
other material are needed for the course? 

S YOUR letter asks that we name a 
“simple course” of study, “Training 
the Teacher” (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 
60 cents) should meet the need. “Prep- 











SAFETY 





and 
SERVICE 


The Annuity Bonds of the National Bible 
Institute afford :— 
Unquestioned Security. 


Liberal Payments Throughout the Life- 
time of the Giver. 





An Unsurpassed Means for sending the 
‘- Gospel to the world. 


The Annuity Bonds of the National Bible 
Institute are Annuity Bonds,— 


plus. 


For full information respecting the Institute’s Annuity Bonds, address 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE, 330-348 West 55th S., New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President M. T. SHELFORD, Dean 
HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 





In the National Bible Institute’s Schools 342 young men and women 

are now being trained for efficient Christian service in America and in 
foreign lands. Over 300 graduates are now on foreign mission fields, under 
thirty-five different Missionary Boards. The Institute’s aggressive evangelistic 
crusade includes nightly evangelistic meetings in three Mission and Gos Halls 
in New York and in the Yale Hope Mission, New Haven, Conn. The Institute 
conducts an all-the-year-round Outdoor Evangelistic campaign in New York. In 
1924, outdoors and indoors, 4,363 a a —- et 1 aes by the In- 
stitute, with an aggregate attendance of 550,907. ril 1, 1925 to October 
1, 1925, the Institute conducted 2,525 Outdoor evan ane t meetings in New York 
City, with an aggregate attendance of 445,840. At these meetings there were 2,990 


[rates eal conversions; 17,300 Gospels were distributed; and 23,810 tracts were 
circulated. 





























. 


1675-1925. The First Oxford Bible was Published 250 Years Ago 








GIFT BIBLES FOR ALL 


Put real Christmas joy into the heart of some one by 
the gift of one of these beautiful OXFORD BIBLES ’ 





FOR A BOY OR GIRL—A Self-Pronouncing Pictorial Bible, with 
4,000 Questions and Answers, 32 photo-views of Bible Lands, 
and carefully selected,aids to study for young readers. ~ 10 
Clear, self-pronouncing type, bound in French Morocco 
leather, size 74%4x5 inches........... ra ASS Fg ae § -.-No. 4181 
FOR A YOUNG MAN OR A YOUNG WOMAN—An Oxford Text 
Bible, printed with pearl black-faced type, on Oxford India $ 50 
paper, bound in French Morocco leather, size 54x3%x% 
inches. A pocket Bible..... soccccccce NG, O113= 
FOR FATHER OR MOTHER —An Oxford Reference Bible, 
printed with large black-faced type, on Oxford India paper, $ 6 75 
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centre column references. French Morocco leather binding, 
size 7x4%x1 inches Prrerrrer ne ti No. 03303x 
FOR GRANDFATHER OR GRANDMOTHER—An Oxford Text 
Bible, printed with extra large type (very easy to read), 

French Morocco leather, limp binding, size 9%4%x5%x1% ~ 00 
inches. Has family record cecscssssecevcccsesess NO 01603 
FOR A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER—An Oxford Teachers’ 
Bible, printed with -black-faced type, French Morocco 

leather binding, size 74x5x1% inches. Contains Cyclopedic ~ 35 
Concordance (the teacher’s helps in alphabetical order). 
No, 04453 


Lettering a name in gold, 50c extra. Improved thumb index, 50c extra. 





If you cannot obtain these Oxford 
Bibles from your book-sellers, 
please use cou»von. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch 








Dept. 10 H. 35 West 32d Street, New York 
a Please send me a copy of Oxford Bible No. 
eseete Cocercccesoreoes , for which I enclose 
eeccee ecccccccecces + Dollars 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS NQMO cocccccccccccccces CR 0CRS 0066. c:0.0 v0 0 O00 
9 American Branch TEPOGE. bc ccscccccocpssons Coe eeeeeesteres 
35 West 32nd Street New York 
kate + okctsne be aawe ee eee ; 
— Ne OT ee ae _i 








192, * 


a 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Almost— 
Thou Persuadest Me 


The inpouring of new orders for the GRADED LESSONS, together 
with inquiries about them, clearly proves the widespread awakening to 
their importance. 


Vet we feel there are many zealous Bible school leaders, alive to their 
worth, that are still delaying action. Almost persuaded, but— 


Possibly they think that having permitted October 1 to pass without 
i them there is nothing to do but to pigeon-hole the plan for another 
year. ot so. While the first Sunday in October is the logical time to be- 
gin, provision is made that they can be adopted any quarter. 


This being true, why hesitate longer to seek information about them? 
Think how short a period is allowed during the year for Bible school teach- 
ing! Fifty.two precious hours out of 8,760, Isn’t it imperative to supply 
the teaching that gives the largest results? 


But in considering the question, bear in mind that there are Graded Les- 
sonsand Graded Lessons. We don’t say use ours because they are ours,but we 
do urge that you compare them, feature for feature, with any that are 

rinted elsewhere, COMPARE THE COLOR WORK, EDITORIAL 
SONTENT, PRICE. Do this; we ask nothing else. Wherever it has 
been done, the STANDARD GRADED LESSONS have been the choice. 


Our brand-new booklet, ‘Graded Lessons and How to Use Them’’ is 


a fine introduction to them, It explains why they should be installed and 
the best way to do it. 


Almost persuaded? There never will be a ‘‘ more convenient season”’ 


“than right now to investigate. A card and a minute's time will bring this 


booklet to you post-haste. 








THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Dept. 16-F. 
Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, O. 
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YOUR POSITION—AN HEIR 


Heb. 6: 17: ‘‘ Heir of Promise.’’ 

Gal. 3: 29: ‘‘ Heir according to the promise.’’ 
t Pet. 3: 7: ‘* Heir of Grace.”’ 

Heb. 1: 14: ‘ Heir of Salvation.”” | 

Heb. 11:7: ‘ Heir of the Righteousness.’’ 
James 2:5: ‘* Heir of the Kingdom.’’ 

Gal. 4:7: ‘* Heir of God through Christ.” 


Rom. 8:17: ‘‘ Heir of God, joint heir with Christ.’’ 


YOUR PRIVILEGE—T0 SHARE 


He has given into our hands all things needful for 
our comfort and welfare, and has afforded us an op- 
portunity to express our appreciation by making us 
‘*Laborers together with God.’’ ‘This opportunity 
carries with it a responsibility to give our best and to 
the utmost, whether it be of our talents or of our pos- 
sessions. ‘‘ No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.’”” He trusts us with His most 
precious possessions. Can we withhold from him any 
of those things with which he has so freely endowed us? 


God’s work not only demands lives dedicated to 


His service, but money consecrated to the training of 
If he has made you a caretaker of 


dedicated lives. 
some of this world’s goods, may we not have the privi- 
lege of explaining to you our Life Annuity Plan, by 
which you can aid in preparing messengers to carry the 


Glad ‘lidings to all the world and yet receive a generous.- 


income during life. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
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aration for Teaching” (The Westminster 
Préss, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 
40 cents), and “Teacher-Training Les- 
sons” (The Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, 50 cents) are used by many 
It would be well to look over 
these text-books. One of them would 
doubtless be satisfactory. 

The pupil-centered courses begin with 
the study of psychology. The courses 
named above start with the Bible as the 
best point of contact. 

The class may—be conducted in the reg- 
ular sessions of the Sunday-school, or at 
a-convenient hour during the week. It 
should be a real study period with partici- 
pation by the entire class. 

The class teacher should above all else 
be an earnest Christian, with deep love 
for the Master and a vision of values of 
Christian service. An agreeable person- 
ality, patience, and knowledge of teaching 
principles will greatly aid the work. 

Practically all the teacher-training text- 
books name a number of books that may 
be read with profit, 

Illinois —I have been a public school teacher 
and Sunday-school teacher with years of ex- 
perience. I am also a graduate of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago. I now wish to 
specialize in  teacher-training. Will you 
kindly give me information how I can fully 
prepare myself for this work? Is there any 
school where I may take a short course in 
teacher-training? Or is there a home study 
course I may take, or literature you can send 
me on this subject? Do you know of any 
position in Christian work needing a Bible 
teacher or director of Christian education? 

OMMUNITY Training Schools for 

Sunday School Workers are con- 
ducted in your state. The Illinois State 
Sunday School Association, with head- 
quarters in the Mallers Building, Chi- 
cago, will furnish full particulars, 

You may take a home study course un- 
der the guidance of the Illinois Asso- 
ciation or under the directions of your 
denominational Sunday-school Board. 
Printed matter will be mailed to you by 
these organizations, outlining the work 
to be done and giving full information 
as to examinations and recognitions. 

There are probably churches in your 
denomination that are looking for compe- 
tent directors of Religious Education. I 
would suggest that you communicate with 
the Board of Swunday-schools of your 
denomination. 


Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Is it customary to keep a roll of the babies 
who have died while on the Cradle Roll? 
ANY superintendents do record the 
names of these little ones on a sep- 
arate roll. In one school there is a very 
beautiful chart decorated with a picture 
of Christ and little children. In letters 
of gold are the words, “Our Cradle Roll 
Babies, Safe in the Arms of Jesus.” Then 
underneath are the names of the Cradle 
Roll members who have left their earthly 
homes. This chart is appropriately 
framed, and has a hinged back to permit 
new names to be added. 





Will you please suggest a plan whereby we 
can secure the proper name and birthday of 
each child enrolled in our department? The 
teachers have sent home with each new child 
who comes to the department a little card 
asking for the name, address, birthday, and 
other information which we desire for our 
records, but frequently the child wilt lose 
the card, or the parents neglect to return it 
the following Sunday. We want to revise 
our records and would like a cemplete and 
accurate registration, 


F COURSE one of the very best 
methods of obtaining this informa- 
tion is for thé teacher to call at the home 
and get it direct from the parents. An- 
other plan which was tried out in a school 
in Oklal.oma and with very good results 
was this. A blank form asking for all 
information necessary for the records was 
sent home with each child. With this 
was a stamped and addressed envelope, 
so that the parent would have no excuse 
for not returning it promptly to the su- 
perintendent. Accompanying the card 
was a note reading something like this: 
Our Sunday-school opens at 9.45 A. M. 
Please start your child in time to be here 
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YOUR Children 


What Are They Studying at 
SUN DAY-SCHOOL? 


Are learning that 
the Bible is the Word of 
God, and a trustworthy 
Sey heise tought, that 

cous Christ is the Son of 





and the Saviour of 
the World? Or are their 
inds berhg filled with 


minds berhg wil 
the doubts and denials of 
Evolution and Modern- 


ism? 
You teachers and par- 
ents ought to know. Our 
Sunday School publica- 
tions, written for all de- 
nominations, are true to 
the Word of God. 


The *‘Full Gospel’’ Line of 
International Lessons 


TEACHERS’ QUARTERLY fi 

An absolutely new publication, prepared with ;no ex- 

sey spared to make it the very best handbook for 
sunday School teachers available. There are five dis- 
tinct departments. 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S QUARTERLY _. 

For use in Young People’s Societies and Bible Study 
classes. Topics are selected, and expositions f 
to cover every phase of Christian experience. 
SENIOR QUARTERLY : 

Special features are: Lesson Subject, Lesson Text, 
Lesson in Brief, Lesson Outline, nm Exposition, 
Lesson Questions, Home Readings, Practical Points. 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 

Meets the needs of yo people between the ages of 
14-17. A simple, instructive publication, with special 
features and an attractive cover. 

JUNIOR QUARTERLY. 

Fills the needs of yore people between the ages of 
ten and fourteen. Its special features are: Scripture 
Readi Memory Passage, Questions, The Lesson 
Story, Illustrations and an Introduction. 

HOME DEPARTMENT QUARTERLY 

All the features of the Sensor Full Gospel Quarterly, 
adapted for home use. 

THE ALLIANCE WEEKLY z 

For adult classes, The Alliance Weekly is an excep- 
tionally fine Sunday School paper. In addition to a 














n Exposition in each issue, there is an abundance , 


Lesso! 
of Bible study material, sermons and missionary 


articles. 
THE YOUTH’S COUNSELLOR 
Gives young people a grasp of the essential truths of 


the Bible in such a way as to prov e both interesting 
and entertaining. Clean, spiritual stories; live mis- 
sionary news; helpful Sunday School 
structive Bible studies. 
JUNIOR BOYS AND GIRLS F 
A lively, interesting paper for boys and gis between 
the ages of tenand fourteen. Bristles with Bible stories, 
incidents and applications. Illustrated. 
JOY BELLS 
Delights the little primary people. The pictures and 
Phin are fine. Issued weekly. 
Picture Lesson Cards 
Picture Lesson Rolls 
Lesson Leaflets 


Write for Free Samples and Price 
Lists of Sunday School Supplies 
Send for Our Catalog 
The Christian Alliance Publishing 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 





Have You Children 
Under Seven? 


If so, are you educating them? Ella 
Frances Lynch's definition of education 
is: putting first things first : 

Order at once her two latest books, 
endorsed by the editors of The Sunday 
School Times : 


** Bookless Lessons for the 
Teacher-Mother,’’ Mac- 
millan .... 


“Beginning the Child’s 
ucation,” Harper..... 2.00 


The best books available on early educa- 

tion. At all booksellers, or sent post- 

paid by 

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF TEACHER- 
MOTHERS, BRYN MAWR, PA. 
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PERSONAL STATIONERY 


$ 200 Sheets and 
1 00 100 Envelopes 


THIsi is a note size sheet, 6x7 inches, with your 

name and address printed at the top of each 
sheet, and on the flap of each envelope. Printing 
is done in dark blue ink and in clear Gothic type. 
Limit, three lines. A good quality of bond is used, 
with smooth writing surface for pen or typewriter. 
A fine gift. 





Directions—Write your name and address you 
wish printed very distinctly. Send to us with 
$1.00 per box, and the printed stationery will be 
delivered to you postpaid. Add 12c per box on 
orders west of Denver. 


THE HOPE PRESS 
MENDOTA ILLINOIS 








—— ISRAEL wee 


Jehovah’s People. Read about them in 


The Jewish Era 


Quarterly — 50 cents a year — sample free 
THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 








1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
ae 








every Sunday in the year. 
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MILLER PUBLISHING CO., Salamanca, N.Y, 
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For Main School, Departments or Classes 


TheWhole Year’s Attendance Shown at One Glance 


SIMPLE AND EASY TO USE 
PRICE, $1.50, Postpaid. 


A simple, practical, supple- 
mentary set of Hand Work 
to be used with the INT ER- 
ONAL E 
ESSONS for Beginners 
and Primary grades. Some- 
thing for a child to do 


ge ag for the child 


nd stamp for Specimen 


Circular Free 


BETHEL PUBLISHING CO., Dept. H6, New Carlisle, Ohio 





CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YoU! 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


ORIGINAL “GIST” FEATURES 
International S. S. Lesson Text in Full; Full Ex>) 





Seg ide, in Revised | 
ted Dates and Pix Prayer! 
xible Binding, 35c postpaid, 





sized ; 
Version Noted ; 
Meeting Topiceeee. 


®. B. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave... N. ¥.; 17 N. Le a ta 





ANT WOI ‘WORK ..dn.? 


* Earn on to $60 a week RETOUCHING 


photos. Men or soy at Amp or can- 
ee employment 
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nd furnish WORKING. mOUTETT oe 

Limited offer. Write today. ART STUDIOS 
Dept. 36: 390@ Sheridan Ube ae culasae 
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at that hour, as one tardy child will disturb 
the whole school. Much of the value of our 
work depends on your child being present 
every Sunday and on time. In case of sick- 
ness, please phone us. Visit the department 
and co-operate with us. We want to be a 
blessing to your child, ........ is in class No. 
oseng . WAR. “veccave . her teacher. Will you 
please return to-day the enclosed report card, 
properly filled out in detail? 


This note was signed by. the — 
tendent of the department. Then her ad- 
dress and phone number were given, also 
the address and phone number of the 
teacher. 





The time has come when our worn-out 
birthday cake used for years in the Primary 
Department should be replaced. What birth- 
day plan can we use to take the place of this? 


O TO some ten-cent store and pur- 

chase nine small crystal candle 
holders. Also get two boxes of colored 
candles. Keep one color for the boys, 
and another for the girls. When a child’s 
birthday is.to be celebrated, place the re- 
quired number of candlesticks in a row 
on a table, and while the candles are 
burning, follow the usual birthday serv- 
ice. Then as the candles are blown out 
one by one, teachers, scholars, or super- 
intendent make a birthday wish for the 
coming year, 

w 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


Do you think it is wrong to do my visiting 
on Sunday? I work all day, get home at 6.30, 
and I am too tired to visit at night. I hope 
I won’t always have to do this. I love my 
district and it would grieve me to give up 
my work: My members seem to like it, but 
some of my fellow Visitors criticize me for 
doing it and complain that I collect money 
on the Lord’s Day. 

CANNOT see why your fellow Visi- 

tors should complain or criticize your 
work on Sunday, especially as your mem- 
bers seem to like it, as nearly all our 
Sunday-school work is done on that day. 
As far as the collection is concerned, that 
is absurd, as both at the church and Sun- 
day-school services we take up the offer- 
ing. For your own sake I believe it 
would be best for you to have some time 
for rest on Sunday, but under your pres- 
ent circumstances, just “Go about doing 
good,” knowing that you are following 
the example of your great Leader. 





May a member ask a question in this col- 
umn? I notice it is nearly always Visitors 
or superintendents who have problems. I am 
only a member, but I have a problem. I have 
belonged to the Home Department for years 
and until a year ago have had the dearest 
Visitor. We used to talk together in such a 
happy way about our experiences and the 
Bible, but she never asked me a question 
on the Quarter’s lesson. Then she moved 
away, and for a year I have had a new Visi- 
tor, who in that time has made me almost 
dread her calls. She persists in asking me so 
many questions and it makes me very nefv- 
ous. I had guests one day when she called, 
and she made me feel very foolish because I 
could not remember some things she had told 
me before. The presence of my guests made 
me very embarrassed. I read every word in 
the Quarterly and enjoy it, but how can I 
stop this Visitor from catechising me when 
she calls? 


KNOW every Visitor who reads these 

lines wil! approve when I say that 
your Visitor is most tactless and lacking 
in courtesy, especially in the presence of 
your guests. I am sure she does not real- 
ize how embarrassing such a procedure is. 
I have found, however, that a great many 
misunderstandings and difficulties can be 
cleared away if we are perfectly frank in 
a kind way. Why not say to your Visitor 
that you read every word in the Quarterly 
and, enjoy it and then smilingly add, “But 
please don’t ask me questions; I am not 
quite as young as I used to be, and my 
memory not.so retentive,” and then laugh 
it. off? Or, if you have not quite the 
courage for that, speak to your superin- 
tendent. I am quite sure she would know 
how to go about it. 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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A DAILY REMINDER 


1926—«DAILY FOOD” WALL ROLL—1926 


ae Texts with references for each 
week-day date are a constant reminder 
to meditate on God's Precepts. 


The well-chosen References form 
an Excellent Bible Study 


Sunday-School Lesson Information 
for the Sunday dates 


Artistic as well as Useful 


The cover design is a charming, new 
representation of Ruth, Naomi and 
Orpah. Full, rich colors, ornamented 
in gold. Each of the twelve monthly 
pages: is resplendent with attractive de- 
signs in exquisite colors. 


Size 14x11 inches. Cord for hanging. 
Price, 50 cents each 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


{Desk E) 1844 MONROE STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
144 Missionaries in the Field, besides 33 in training. See our advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times, November 7—Page 708 
General Director Treasurer 
PASTOR WILLIAM FETLER REV. E. ‘E. SHIELDS 




















Secretary 


REV. CHAS. F. FIELDS 











The BEST BIBLE in the WORLD for the MONEY 
ILLUSTRATED SELF-PRONOUNCING 


GIFT BIBLE 


SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
BOUND IN GENUINE FLEXIBLE LEATHER 


CONTAINING 
The KING JAMES or AUTHORIZED VERSION 
‘OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 




































HAG 
PRONOUNCING TEXT 
the proper words being 
centedend dividedinto eylehien 
for quick and easy pronunciation 
CARGE BLACK FACE TYPE 
SPECIMEN OF TYPE 


d of Ar’pad? where are the ec 
Seph-ar-va-im, \Hé’na, and 
have they delivered Sa-mA’ri a 
mine hand? 
35 Who are they among all the 
of the countries, that have deli 
IT ALSO CONTAINS 
nm SERIES a ius TO THE 
UDY OF THE 
Selected tor their , utility 
INCLUDING 
4600 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
which unfold the Scriptures. A 
. €eature of great value to old 
* and young 
31 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 
showing scenes and incidents of 
=e 4 History, pandoomely : 
——_- ial Bible is bound 


This § 
12 MAPS OF THE BIBLE LANDS 16 BIYLE (overlepotny 


). It is so durably 
Printed onsuperior white paper; pd pony 
size 54 x8t inches. Suitable to rd 50 feribly BOUND IN 
carry or for home reading SEAL LEATHER that it 
Bound in GENUINE FLEXI- can berolled without injury 
BLE LEATHER with over- to Lay or sewin; in 
flapping covers, red under Bible has red under gold 
old edges, round corners, edges, headband and purple 
purple marker. Each Bible is care- 
marker. Each Bible packed fully packed in a neat and 
in handsome box substantial box. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


PRICE ONLY $9.95 


PREPAID 


USE THIS COUPON 
THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LEAGUE 
1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pe. 
Please send, All Prepaid, THE SPECIAL GIFT 
BIBLE which you are ) Bee a SPECIAL PRICE OF 
$2.95, 1 enclose Money Order for the amount. 
This Bible furnished with Patent Thumb Index, 45 aid 
extra. Name in gold on cover, 30 cents extra. 
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Almost— 
Thou Persuadest Me 


The inpouring of new orders for the GRADED LESSONS, together 
with inquiries about them, clearly proves the widespread awakening to 
their importance. 


Yet we feel there are many zealous Bible school leaders, alive to their 
worth, that are still delaying action. Almost persuaded, but— 


Possibly they think that having permitted October 1 to pass without 
adopting them there is nothing to do but to pigeon-hole the plan for another 
year. Not so. While the first Sunday in October is the logical time to be- 


gin, provision is made that they can be adopted any quarter. 


This being true, why hesitate longer to seek information about them? 
Think how short a period is allowed during the year for Bible school teach- 
ing! Fifty.two precious hours out of 8,760, Isn’t it imperative to supply 
the teaching that gives the largest results? 


But in considering the question, bear in mind that there are Graded Les- 
sonsand Graded Lessons. We don’t say use ours because they are ours,but we 
do urge that you compare them, feature for feature, with any that are 

rinted elsewhere, COMPARE THE COLOR WORK, EDITORIAL 
SONTENT, PRICE. Do this; we ask nothing else. Wherever it has 
been done, the STANDARD GRADED LESSONS have been the choice. 


Our brand-new booklet, “ Graded Lessons and How to Use Them’’ is 
a fine introduction to them. It explains why they should be instalied and 
the best way to do it. 


Almost persuaded? There never will be a ‘‘ more convenient season” 
“than right sow to investigate. A card and a minute's time will bring this 
booklet to you post-haste. 








THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Dept. 16-F. 
Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, 0. 
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classes. 





YOUR POSITION—AN HEIR 


Heb. 6: 17: ‘* Heir of Promise.’’ 


Gal. 3: 29: ‘‘ Heir according to the promise.’’ 
t Pet. 3: 7: ‘* Heir of Grace.’’ 

Heb. 1: 14: ‘* Heir of Salvation.’”” . 

Heb. 11:7: ‘‘ Heir of the Righteousness.’’ 
James 2:5: ‘Heir of the Kingdom.’’ 

Gal. 4:7: ‘‘ Heir of God through Christ.’’ 


Rom. 8:17: ‘‘ Heir of God, joint heir with Christ.’’ 


YOUR PRIVILEGE—TO SHARE 


He has given into our hands all things needful for 
our comfort and welfare, and has afforded us an op- 
portunity to express our appreciation by making us 
‘Laborers together with God.’’ This opportunity 
carries with it a responsibility to give our best and to 
the utmost, whether it be of our talents or of our pos- 
sessions, ‘‘ No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.’’ He trusts us with His most 
precious possessions. Can we withhold from him any 
of those things with which he has so freely endowed us? 
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God’s work not only demands lives dedicated to 
His service, but money consecrated to the training of 
dedicated lives. If he has made you a caretaker of 
some of this world’s goods, may we not have the privi- 
lege of explaining to you our Life Annuity Plan, by 
which you can aid in preparing messengers to carry the ~* 
Glad ‘lidings to all the world and yet receive a generous... 
income during life. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box S 121 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
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aration for Teaching” (The Westminster 
Préss, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 
40 cents), and “Teacher-Training Les- 
sons” (The Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, 50 cents) are used by many 
It would be well to look over 
these text-books. One of them would 
doubtless be satisfactory. 

The pupil-centered courses begin with 
the study of psychology. The courses 
named above start with the Bible as the 
best point of contact. 

The class may-be conducted in the reg- 
ular sessions of the Sunday-school, or at 
a-convenient hour during the week. It 
should be a real study period with partici- 
pation by the entire class. 

The class teacher should above all else 
be an earnest Christian, with deep love 
for the Master and a vision of values of 
Christian service. An agreeable person- 
ality, patience, and knowledge of teaching 
principles will greatly aid the work. 

Practically all the teacher-training text- 
books name a number of books that may 
be read with profit. 

Illinois—I have been a public school teacher 
and Sunday-school teacher with years of ex- 
perience. I am also a graduate of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago. I now wish to 
specialize in teacher-training. Will you 
kindly give me information how I can fully 
prepare myself for this work? Is there any 
school where I may take a short course in 
teacher-training? Or is there a home study 
course I may take, or literature you can send 
me on this subject? Do you know of any 
position in Christian work needing a Bible 
teacher or director of Christian education? 
ee aoe Training Schools for 

Sunday School Workers are con- 
ducted in your state. The Illinois State 
Sunday School Association, with head- 
quarters in the Mallers Building, Chi- 
cago, will furnish full particulars, 

You may take a home study course un- 
der the guidance of the Illinois Asso- 
ciation or under the directions of your 
denominational Sunday-school Board. 
Printed matter will be mailed to you by 
these organizations, outlining the work 
to be done and giving full information 
as to examinations and recognitions. 

There are probably churches in your 
denomination that are looking for compe- 
tent directors of Religious Education. I 
would suggest that you communicate with 
the Board of Sunday-schools of your 
denomination. 

« 


Children’s Division Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Is it customary to keep a roll of the babies 
who have died while on the Cradle Roll? 
ANY superintendents do record the 
names of these little ones on a sep- 
arate roll. In one school there is a very 
beautiful chart decorated with a picture 
of Christ and little children. In letters 
of gold are the words, “Our Cradle Roll 
Babies, Safe in the Arms of Jesus.” Then 
underneath are the names of the Cradle 
Roll members who have left their earthly 
homes. This chart is a propriately 
framed, and has a hinged back to permit 
new names to be added. 





Will you please suggest a plan whereby we 
can secure the proper name and birthday of 
each child enrolled in our department? The 
teachers have sent home with each new child 
who ccines to the department a little card 
asking for the name, address, birthday, and 
other information which we desire for our 
records, but frequently the child wilt lose 
the card, or the parents neglect to return it 
the following Sunday. We want to revise 
our records and would like a complete and 
accurate registration. 


F COURSE one of the very best 
methods of obtaining this informa- 
tion is for the teacher to call at the home 
and get it direct from the parents. An- 
other plan which was tried out in a school 
in Oklahoma and with very good results 
was this. A blank form asking for all 
informetion necessary for the records was 
sent home with each child. With this 
was a stamped and addressed envelope, 
so that the parent would have no excuse 
for not returning it promptly to the su- 
perintendent. Accompanying the card 
was & note reading something like this: 
Our Sunday-school opens at 9.45 A. M. 
Please start your child in time to be here 
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YOUR Children 


What Are They Studying at 
SUN DAY-SCHOOL? 


‘ Are they learning that 
GRECIAN | the Bible is the Word of 
God, and a trustw 
guide to eternal life? Are 
being taught that 
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Evolution and Modern- 
Sesame 


ism? 
— * You teachers and par- 
ents ought to know. Our 
Sunday School publica- 
tions, written for all de- 
nominations, are true to 
the Word of God. 


The ‘Full Gospel’’ Line of 
International Lessons 


TEACHERS’ QUARTERLY 
An absolutely new publication, prepared with ,no ex- 
poe spared to make it the very best handbook for 
sunday School teachers available. There are five dis- 
tinct departments. 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S QUART ERLY 
For use in Young People’s Societies and Bible Study 
classes. Topics are selected, and expositions f 
to cover every p! of Christian experience. 
SENIOR QUARTERLY 
Special features are: Lesson Subject, Lesson Text, 
Lesson in Brief, Lesson Outiine, m Exposition, 
Lesson Questions, Home Readings, Practical Points. 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 
Meets the needs of young people between the ages of 
14-17. A simple, instructive publication, with special 
features and an attractive cover. 
ST too ances of youn gecpia bitintoh the nan ot 
is the nee oung people een the ° 
ten and fourteen. its special features are: Scripture 
Readi Memory Passage, Questions, The Lesson 
Story, Illustrations and an Introduction. 
HOME DEPARTMENT QUARTERLY 
All the features of the Sestor Full Gospel Quarterly, 
adapted for home use. 
THE ALLIANCE WEEKLY A 
For adult classes, The Alliance Weekly is an excep- 
tionally fine Sunday School paper. In addition to a 














ition in each issue, there is an abundance , 


Lesson pun 
of Bible study material, sermons and jissionary 
articles. 
THE YOUTH’S COUNSELLOR 
Gives young people a grasp of the essential truths of 
the Bible in such a way as to prov e both interesting 
and entertaining. Clean, spiritual stories; live mis- 
sionary news; helpful Sunday School notes, and in- 
structive Bible studies. 
JUNIOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
A lively, interesting paper for boys and girls between 
the ages of ten andfourteen. Bristles with Bible stories, 
incidents and applications. Il/ustrated. 
JOY BELLS 
Delights the little primary people. The pictures and 
PR oa ach e. Issued weekly. 
Picture Lesson Cards 
Picture Lesson Rolls 
Lesson Leaflets 


Write for Free Samples and Price 
Lists of Sunday School Supplies 
Send for Our Catalog 
The Christian Alliance Publishing 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew a: 1-15 





Have You Children 
Under Seven? 


If so, are you educating them? Ella 
Frances Lynch's — of education 
is: putting first things first 

Order at once her two latest books, 
endorsed by the editors of The Sunday 
School Times: 


** Bookless Lessons for the 
Teacher-Mother,”’ Mae- 
millam ..........................$1.85 

“Beginning the Child’s 

ucation,” Harper..... 2.00 

The best books available on early educa- 


tion. At all booksellers, or sent post- 
paid by 


THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF TEACHER- 
MOTHERS, BRYN MAWR, PA. 











PERSONAL STATIONERY 


$ 200 Sheets and 
1 00 100 Envelopes 


‘THIs is a note size sheet, 6x7 inches, with your 
name and address printed at the top of each 
sheet, and on the flap of each envelope. Printing 
is done in dark blue ink and in clear Gothic type. 
Limit, three lines. A good quality of bond is used, 
with smooth writing surface for pen or typewriter. 
A fine gift. 


Directions—Write your name and address you 
wish printed very distinctly. Send to us with 
$1.00 per box, and the printed stationery will be 
delivered to you postpaid. Add 12c per box on 
orders west of Denver. 


THE HOPE PRESS 
MENDOTA ILLINOIS 








—— ISRAEL 


Jehovah’s People. Read about them in 


The Jewish Era 


Quarterly — 50 cents a year — sample free 
THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 








1311 S. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
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A simple, yrootienl s supple: 
mentary set of H ork 
to be used with the aINT ER- 
NATIONAL GRADED 
LESSONS for Beginners 
and Primary grades. Some- 
thing for the child to do 
every Sunday in the year. 
The material for the child 
is ALL pees ted. 
‘Teacher’s Handbook. 

nd stamp for Specimen 

ges. 


MILLER PUBLISHING CO., Salamanca, N. Y, 








RECORD 





For Main School, Departments or Classes 
TheWhole Year’s Attendance Shown at One Glance 
SIMPLE AND EASY TO USE ’ 
PRICE, $1.50, Postpaid. Circular Free 
BETHEL PUBLISHING CO.., Dept. H6, New Carlisle, Ohio 





CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU! 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


ORIGINAL “GIST” FEATURES 
International S. S. Lesson Text in Full; Full Ex) 
ition Saaeertiee Words and Phrases Empha-| 
? Condeni nsa| Rionas ronuent ; Chances in Revised , 
Weecan Noted ; poeeed Dates and Places; Prayer! 
Meeting Topics, ane lexible Binding, 3Se postpaid, 
®. B. REVELL ©O., 158 Fifth Ave... N. ¥.; 17N. a a 











Earn $18 to $0 a week RETOUCHING 
hotos. Men or women. No selling or can- 
. We teach you. guarantee employment 
and oprrtt aor 
Limited offer. Write today. ARTC STUDIO: 
Dept. 36. 390@ Sheridan be es Gass’ 
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at that hour, as one tardy child will disturb 
the whole school. Much of the value of our 
work depends on your child being present 
every Sunday and on time. In case of sick- 
ness, please phone us. Visit the department 
and co-operate with us. We want to be a 
blessing to your child, ........ is in class No. 
coccg WIth cccsccce her teacher. Will you 
please return to-day the enclosed report card, 
properly filled out in detail? 


This note was signed by. the superin- 
tendent of the department. Then her ad- 
dress and phone number were given, also 
the address and phone number of the 
teacher. 





The time has come when our worn-out 
birthday cake used for years in the Primary 
Department should be replaced. What birth- 
day plan can we use to take the place of this? 


O TO some ten-cent store and pur- 

chase nine small crystal candle 
holders. Also get two boxes of colored 
candles. Keep one color for the boys, 
and another for the girls. When a child’s 
birthday is.to be celebrated, place the re- 
quired number of candlesticks in a row 
on a table, and while the candles are 
burning, follow the usual birthday serv- 
ice. Then as the candles are blown out 
one by one, teachers, scholars, or super- 
intendent make a birthday wish for the 
coming year, 

2-4 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


Do you think it is wrong to do my visiting 
on Sunday? I work all day, get home at 6.30, 
and I am too tired to visit at night. I hope 
I won’t always have to do this. I love my 
district and it would grieve me to give up 
my work: My members seem to like it, but 
some of my fellow Visitors criticize me for 
doing it and complain that I collect money 
on the Lord’s Day. 

CANNOT see why your fellow Visi- 

tors should complain or criticize your 
work on Sunday, especially as your mem- 
bers seem to like it, as nearly all our 
Sunday-school work is done on that day. 
As far as the collection is concerned, that 
is absurd, as both at the church and Sun- 
day-school services we take up the offer- 
ing. For your own sake I believe it 
would be best for you to have some time 
for rest on Sunday, but under your pres- 
ent circumstances, just “Go about doing 
good,” knowing that you are following 
the example of your great Leader. 





May a member ask a question in this col- 
umn? I notice it is nearly always Visitors 
or superintendents who have problems. I am 
only a member, but I have a problem. I have 
belonged to the Home Department for years 
and until a year ago have had the dearest 
Visitor. We used to talk together in such a 
happy way about our experiences and the 
Bible, but she never asked me a question 
on the Quarter’s lesson. Then she moved 
away, and for a year I have had a new Visi- 
tor, who in that time has made me almost 
dread her calls. She persists in asking me so 
many questions and it makes me very nerv- 
ous. I had guests one day when she called, 
and she made me feel very foolish because I 
could not remember some things she had told 
me before. The presence of my guests made 
me very embarrassed. I read every word in 
the Quarterly and enjoy it, but how can I 
stop this Visitor from catechising me when 
she calls? 


KNOW every Visitor who reads these 

lines will approve when I say that 
your Visitor is most tactless and lacking 
in courtesy, especially in the presence of 
your guests. I am sure she does not real- 
ize how embarrassing such a procedure is. 
I have found, however, that a great many 
misunderstandings and difficulties can be 
cleared away if we are perfectly frank in 
a kind way. Why not say to your Visitor 
that you read every word in the Quarterly 
and, enjoy it and then smilingly add, “But 
please don’t ask me questions; I am not 
quite as young as I used to be, and my 
memory not so retentive,” and then laugh 
it. off? Or, if you have not quite the 
courage for that, speak to your superin- 
tendent. I am quite sure she would know 
how to go about it. 

“g 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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A DAILY REMINDER 


1926—«DaILy FOOD” WALL ROLL—1926 


Scripture Texts with references for each 
week-day date are a constant reminder 
to meditate on God's Precepts. 


The well-chosen References form 
an Excellent Bible Study 


Sunday-School Lesson Information 
for the Sunday dates 


Artistic as well as Useful 


The cover ex is a charming, new 
representation Ruth, Naomi and 
Orpah. Full, rich colors, ornamented 
in gold. Each of the twelve monthly 
pages is resplendent with attractive de- 
Signs in exquisite colors. 


Size 14x11 inches. Cord for hanging. 
Price, 50 cents each 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


{Desk E) 1844 MONROE STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
144 Missionaries in the Field, besides 33 in training. See our advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times, November 7—Page 708 
neral Director Treasurer 


| PasTOR™ WILLIAM FETLER REV. E. E. SHIELDS 




















Spereters, 
REV. CHAS. F. FIELDS 











The BEST BIBLE in the WORLD for the MONEY 
ILLUSTRATED SELF-PRONOUNCING 


GIFT BIBLE 


SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
BOUND IN GENUINE FLEXIBLE LEATHER 


CONTAINING 
The KING JAMES or AUTHORIZED VERSION 
‘OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 






































AG 
PRONOUNCING TEXT 
the proper words being 

centedand dividedinto pihiee 

for quick and easy pronunciation 
CARGE BLACK FACE TYPE 
SPECIMEN OF TYPE 


d of Ar’pad? where are fhe ec 
Se h-ar-va'im, |Hé’na, 
hav ered Sa°ma'i-a. 


mine 
35 Who are they among all the 
of the countries, that have deli 
tT ALSO CONTAINS 
aQNEW 7s OF a TO THE 
STUDY OF THE BIB 
Selected for their _ utility 
INCLUDING 

-_— UESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
Och unfold the Scriptures. A 
feature of great value to old 

and yo 
os Le hag CUSSTOATIONS | = 


Bible 4 istecy, "handsomely 
rinted on enamel paper 
phototone ink in DIVINITY CHROGTE 
2s a ad OF THE BIBLE LANDS in g STYLE overla ping 
). It is so durably 
Bers on superior white paper; pate py 
eize 54 x 8i inches. Suitable to ond so Reid ¥ ag 
carry or for home reading SEAL LEATHER that it 
Bound in GENUINE FLEXI- can berolled withouti 
BLE LEATHER with over- to nading or sewin; ioe, 
flapping covers, red under Bible has red under gold 
old edges, round corners, edges, headband and purple 
Reaaban and purple marker. Each Bible is care- 
marker. Each Bible packed fully packed in a neat and 
in handsome box substantial box. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


PRICE ONLY $9.95 


have they deliv 
hand? 


























PREPAID 


USE THIS COUPON 
THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LEAGUE 
1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pe. 
Please send, All Charges Prepaid, THE SPECIAL GIFT 


BIBLE which you are offering at a SPECIAL PRICE OF 
$2.95. I enclose Money Order for the amount. 


This Bible furnished with Patent Thumb Index, 45 nad 
extra. Name in gold on cover, 30 cents extra. 





NAME 











794 ; THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


TWENTY ONE-REEL MOTION PICTURES 


A Pilgrimage to Palestine 


A live series of travelogues in the Holy Land, for centuries 
the center of the world’s interest. An inclusive tour portray- 
ing the customs, industries and life of that country which 
has changed little in two thousand years. 


Ideal for churches of all denominations, schools and all 
educational institutions. The first six in the series are especially 


appropriate for the coming Christmas holidays. They show 
scenes in the life of Christ from His birth to the Resurrec- 
tion. The titles follow: Bethlehem, Nazareth, The Sea of 
Galilee, Bethany in Judea, The Garden of Gethsemane, and 
Via Dolorosa. 


An intelligent, interesting and human portrayal of Palestine 
in its geographical, historical and Biblical significance. 


Write for Booklet. Educational Department 


PATHE EXCHANGE, Inc. 
35 West 45th Street, New York 




















DO NOT MISS THE 


CHRISTMAS ISSUE 


OF THE 


MOODY strc. MONTHLY 


It will contain a thought provoking article by a 
Canadian pastor entitled 


‘*From the Watch Towers of the World’’ 


A Review of Dr. Fosdick’s article in the Ladies’ Home Journal by 
EVANGELIST BIEDERWOLF. 


An inspirational sermon by the REV. CHARLES SPURGEON, 
“‘worthy son of a great father.” 


A Veritable Spiritual Feast of Other Good Things 
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The Christmas issue alone will be worth the price of a year’s sub- 
scription. However, with every year’s subscription 
we will send the December issue free. 





Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 

Enclosed find $2.00 for a year’s subscription to The 
Moody Bible Institute Monthly. It is understood that I will 
receive the December issue free. 
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: The Little Jetts 
‘ Telling Bible Stories 


s°2=>* In Charming Book Form 
Pl ad 90 Cents, F postpaid 








Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Company 
te 103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Something Warm for Christmas 
By Hilda Richmond 


RANDFATHER MORRIS loved to 

joke with Ellen and Bob, so when 
he wrote that he was going to send them 
something nice and warm for Christmas, 
at first they thought it only a joke. 

“How can he send anything warm by 
mail?” asked Bob. “It would cool off be- 
fore it got here.” 

_“‘Maybe he means something that was 
nice and warm, like maple taffy,” sug- 
gested: Ellen. 

But when they wrote to ask, he an- 
swered that it would be nice and warm 
when it reached them. What could it 
be? A thick woolly coat fer skating could 
keep a boy or a girl warm, but it would 
not be warm when it reached them. 

“I know!” cried Bob at last. “It’s 
one of those bottles to carry hot cocoa 
to school when we go in the bus. What 
is the name, mother?” 

“A thermos bottle,” said Mrs. Morris. 
“T think that is a pretty good guess, 
Bob. Grandfather knows the-school bus 
starts early, and you and Ellen have a 
cold lunch at noon, so maybe it is a 
good warm thermos- bottle.” 

“Could he fill it with hot cocoa and it 
would still be warm when it got to us?” 
asked Ellen. 

“Yes, the distance is not great and it 
could easily be done.” 

So the children put away the thought 
of the gift, and Bob even told several 


‘of the little boys in school that he knew 


what his gift was to be from grandfather. 
Nothing had come in the mail on Christ- 
mas eve when the children hung up their 
stockings, so they were planning to write 
to grandfather when the bottle did come 
and tell him his hot cocoa had cooled in 
the big snow-storm that was blowing. 

The Christmas bells woke them early 
and they rushed downstairs in their night 
clothes, two little white figures to see 
in the dim light what was on the rustling 
tree in the corner. “My goodness! I 
fell over a ball or something!” cried Bob, 
going headlong into the soft hearth rug. 
“Don’t stumble over it, Ellen!” 

“Ki! Ki! Ki!” said a whimpering little 
voice in the soft half light. “Ki! Kil 

4 had 


“It’s a dog! A dear little puppy ! = 
wonder how it wandered in here?” cried 
Ellen. 

“It has a card tied to a string around 
its neck. I wish I could see what it says.” 
Bob was trying to read what was written 
on the litile tag. 

By this time Mr. ‘and Mrs. Green were 
in the room, and Mr. Green brought in a 
light. “What do you think?” cried Bob. 
“This is the nice, warm present from 
grandfather! Of cofirse, he’s nice and 
warm and always will be. Why didn’t 
we guess at first?” 

“T’m glad we didn’t,” said Ellen, cud- 
dling the warm little ball under her soft 
chin. “It’s all the nicer this way. 
Grandfather fooled us this time, sure 
enough.” 

Kenton, Ouro. 


we 
The Keswick Calendar for 1926 


HIS calendar needs no introduction 

to many Christians the world over, 
who year by year have followed its 
deeply devotional daily readings. The 
new calendar is very attractive, with a 
beautiful pastoral scene suggesting still 
waters. Oni the block pad there is the 
usual date in black type and underneath 
a Bible verse. 

But the distinctive feature of this cal- 
endar is the choice gem of devotional 
thought for each day’s meditation, and 
commenting on the Bible verse. These 
meditations are, as the name suggests, 
often quotations from Keswick speakers 
and others, and in a remarkable way seem 
fitted to meet the heart hunger for a 
word in season,—of guidance, of com- 


fort, of warning, and loving persuasion, | 





SPECIAL SALE 


STEREOP TICONS 


$30.00 


Heres your opportunity to purchase a Gov- 
ernment Stereopticon at half price. 


All in first-class condition fitted with acetylene 
gas burner or electric incandescent lamp. 


MONEY REFUNDED IF NOT SATISFIED. 


We cannot promise a machine to everyone 
80 place your order at once. 


Our Lib 80,009 Lantern Slides 
tg Ag ne Sale. = 
WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
918 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 























are usedin thousands ofschools 
churches and hospitals. This line 
oflanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
. light as wellas in the dark —is 
’ Write for Catalog the most complete in the world. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. ¥. 


DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES 


PLAYED BY ORGANIST FROM ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 
THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


LITERATURE. INCLUDING TESTED PLAN FOR 
SECURING CHIMES SENT UPON REQUEST ’ 
STANDARD SETS-$6900 AND UP 
|. SG. BEAGAN., inc. 

4 DEAGAN BUI! CHICAGO 





VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON F 
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BRONZE TAb1e1s 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Sno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
F (Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPiTsS 


Chairs, Tabies, HymnBoards.Collection Plates,etc. 


{Globe Furniture Company, fous, tino. 
CHURCH FURNITURE 


=~ Trond feeder, Hing Esper ay 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois : 


° * 
Beautify Furniture 
Protect Floors and Floor 
Coverings by attaching 
the Glass Onward Sliding 
Furniture Shoe to all fur- 
niture, both wood and 
metal. 

If your dealer will not 
i= supply you write 

ONWARD MFG. CO. 
oS . Menasha, Wisconsir 
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Jesus Christ at the Crossroads 
(Third Edition) 

By A. Z. Conrad, Ph.D., D.D. 
An antidote for doubt. 
Aggressive, progressive, optimistic. 
An arousement and stimulant. 
Endorsed by America’s greatest scholars, 


FLEMING REVELL CO., New York. $1.25 
, Autographed copy mailed from Park Street Church, Boston. 






































An Inexpensive Guide 
for Family Worship 


Many would like to have repulne Suunty wor- 
ship, but don’t know how to in. ere is 
an inexpensive guide that will bea Es help 
to an intelligent reading of the whole Bible in 
the family circle or individually. -_ 

section is given for every day, with central 
thought or key-word, and the Bible is exactly 
covered in a year. The title— 


ONCE A YEAR 


By J. H. SMEETON 
$2 a dozen, $15.00 a hundred, or 20c each 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Co. 
103x Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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. Christmas Joy and 
_Christian way. 





for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 





T CRUMBLY TEETH 
Help your children to have 


sturdy bodies, sound bones 
and strong teeth. Give them 


Scott’s Emulsion 


‘rich in vitamins. It serves the 
needs of childhood equally as 
well as it does grown people. 

Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 25-60 
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or a fresh, vivifying glimpse of things 
spiritual and unseen. The pages are fast- 
ened im such a way that only the day’s 
portion is revealed at a time, and the ele- 
ment of interest in the messages is sus- 
tained to the last page. 

The calendar may be ordered from the 
Christian Life Literature Fund, Room 80, 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, or from the Bible Truth 
gy 7313 Wade Park Avenue, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, at 60 cents each, or $6 per 
dozen, 





With the New Books 














Let Cuticura’ Soap 
Keep Your Skin 
Fresh sind Youthful | 
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Cuorus Book 


273 Pieces 
WIDELY USED 
BY WORKERS 
AMONG CHILDREN 
—— ONLY :— 


ag ee ag eee ecents 
Cartrid 4 b yd (Dark Red)... xg, 
Limp C Covers. .« « « eo.2a 


Re Es AR ae er 
wUSeaAD WORDS :— ne 


Dux . 
Cloth Boards Se « 


Morocco, oe . e+. $1.32 
Postage « extra 


CHILDRENS SPECIAL SERVICE MISSION, 
5 WIGMORE STREET, 
LONDON, W.I., ENGLAND 


The Christian’s 
Christmas Greetings 
Low priced but of excellent quality 
SIX BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS 


Verses by Annie Johnson Flint 


Friendly salutations, choice religious sentiments, 
fellowship expressed in the 








Poe x inches, 40c a dozen 
oy ab ae with envelopes 


éocmanetiin & WOGLOM CO. 
14-16 Vesey Street. New York, N. Y. 


Scripture Christmas Cards 
and Feder 


envelopes, 50 cents. Also full Line of 
Scripture Text Matwocs™ 











HENRY TROGLER, 169 Melrose S:., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


PRICES REDUCED 


On four of the greatest song books for church 
and Sunday heal use ever issued. Millions 
Catalog with revised 











in use. 
request. 


Early Purchasers Will Profit Most. 


e 43 1 
Tullar-Meredith Co. > {2972} 7A"> 


WHERE 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


A native Christian in such a place 
can mse supported for $1.00 or more a 


let this your opportunity to ‘* Go Ye’’? 
Nothing deduewet ef your gifts— 
100% goes. to the native worker. 
Literature free from 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. (Interdenom.) 
2007 Foster Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Prices sent on 























Will Hold 300 Names 
Last 15 Years 


CHURC 
eigiiinteueter RE CORD 


—— 64-Page Catalogue Free 
F.L. ROWE, Publisher, 422 Elm Street, CINCINNATI, 0. 


In ordering goods, or in makin 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, » 4 stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement The Sunday School Times. 
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Sermons on Old Testament Charac- 
ters. By C. G. Chappell, D.D. (George 
H. Doran Co., New York, $1.60, net.) 
The author finds the key to the life or 
to the life-work of the character which 
he discusses in some brief statement of 
the divine record. He seizes on this state- 
ment and uses it skilfully to analyze the 
Bible account and to point out its lessons 
for the present day and for present-day 
problems. One cannot always agree that 
the author’s analysis is correct or that the 
statement which he uses is really the key 
to the character which he discusses; but 
the presentation is always suggestive and 
helpful. Sixteen characters are discussed ; 
the life lessons are practical; the doc- 
trinal view-point is sound, with évery 
evidence of the author’s faith in God and 
in his Word. 


The Doctrines of Modernism. By 
Leander S. Keyser, A.M., D.D. (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
40 cents.) The work of Dr. Keyser is 
known and appreciated by a wide circle 
of readers, and in this book he has done 
a great service to Christianity. In a 
series of four papers he has analyzed 
the writings of some of the leading Lib- 
eralists, and has shown just how far short 
of evangelical Christianity Modernism 
really comes. His reviews are free from 
any personalities, but they go to the heart 
of the subject in each case. Christians 
will do well to buy this book and study 
it, that they may clearly understand the 
issues involved in the present controversy, 
and know just why it is that evangelical 
leaders are so steadfastly resisting the 
Modernist position. : 


Persuasive Evangelism. By Marshall 
Harrington (The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 25 cents.) A suggestive and 
attractive title for a very remarkable lit- 
tle booklet. It treats, as will be guessed, 
of the individual ministry for souls, and 
it contains a great deal of valuable mat- 
ter within a small compass. It is ar- 
ranged for group study, and each chapter 
closes with questions for group discus- 
sion, The illustrations are well chosen 
and apt, and the comments on different 
Scriptures are good. Part 2 contains a 
number of texts arranged under different 
headings, to be used with various classes 
of inquirers, andga selected bibliography 
enables the student to go mere deeply 
into the study of personal evangelism. 
It is a very valuable booklet, and its mod- 
erate price puts it within the reach of 
every Christian. 


Charles M. Sheldon. His Life Story. 
By himself. (George H. Doran Co., New 


| York, $2.50, net.) Perhaps the name of 


Charles M. Sheldon is more widely known 
among Christian people than that of any 
writer or minister of the present day. 
The widely known book, “In His Steps,” 
has been translated into many languages, 
and millions of copies have been printed 
and circulated. In this autobiographical 
sketch, Dr. Sheldon tells the story of his 
life in. simple and humanly interesting 
fashion, and like most sketches of this 
sort, it is very interesting. Dr. Sheldon 
has declared his theological position in 
his other writings, so that he practically 
ignores that phase in this book. Yet from 
his several passing references and com- 
ments it is evident he cannot be classed 
as a conservative theologian. His creed, 


outlined in the last part of his book, omits 
certain statements which seem to be vital. 
However, the book was not written to 
teach doctrine,~and as the story of the 
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The Sunday 


LY School’s Piano 


«but the whole 
church uses it 





"THE Sunday School must have a piano of course. 

So why not follow the .plan adopted by many 
churches: Purchase a little Miessner, and through its 
easy portability make it serve the choir and orchestra, at 
league meetings, church entertainments and many activi- 
ties where piano music is needed. The little Miessner 
can easily be carried to the basement for church supe 
pers. Moved anywhere. 


Aside from its portability, the little Miessner is a won- 
derful piano, endorsed by eminent musicians and musical 
_ educators. Its big, full, rich tone is a true achievement. 
It has many advanced features of construction. The 
Miessner is a thoroughly high-grade piano, built to last, 


and priced very moderately. ” 
¢ 
' P ‘ . 
Mail the coupon for full information. ” 
= o Miessner 
Miessner Piano Company od Piano Co. 
148 Reed Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 40% watt ence Wie 
4 


oo Please send me Miess- 


oe ner Catalog, special price 
@ to churches and details of 
o your 10-day free trial plan. 
° 


a NAMB. Ws 0 oe cote eee 
THE LITTLE PIANO WITH THE BIG TONE ” WU 5c 4s 6 0 4-0-6 & 60 6 8 
Fos CHURCH cc ces boot esossee 




















How you may have an 
assured income for life 


and share in a great Christian work 























AVE you money to invest from which 
you would like to derive an assured in- 
come for your family? And when the 

need for that money is over, a9 you wish it 
to go to the service of humanity ? 


For many years men and women have found 
in Bible Annuity Bonds an ideal way to make 
their money serve this double purpose. 


As High as 9% Income 
according to age 


With your money invested in Bible Annuity 
Bonds you have no anxiety,no concern about re- 
investment. B dsaphe: realize a higher income from 
your mon be obtained from ordinary 
een te cok” po that income never 
fluctuates. You can invest $100 up. 


Business men and churches recommend Bible 


Annuity Bonds as the safest of investments, 





5 East 48th Street 


be issued on two lives—husband and 
bi en and daughter, etc. You can thus 
assure your loved one of a regular, guaranteed 
income for life and at the same time contribute 
to the great uplifting work of the New York 
Bible Society. 


May We Tell You More ? 
The New York Bible o Sale has distributed 


= of copies of the Scriptures free—in many 
languages ont in raised type for the blind. They 
have brought comfort and inspiration to count- 
less immigrants, seamen, prisoners, the sick, the 
blind aliens. A\ll sections of the country, 
all races of humanity, receive untold benefits. 


We shall gladly send you literature i ms 
full information about Bible comty © p 
the work of the New York Bible Socie 
coupon is for your convenience. No obli ae 
in mailing it. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


New York City 


BIBLE 
ANNUITY: 








BONDS jen — 


é 
s NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept, 82 
s 5 East 48th Street, New York City 
Gentlemen :—Without obligation, please send me. des- 
eriyavs pamphlets about your Bible Annuity Bonds 


COOH O EEE HEHEHE EES SEH SOE EEEEEESSEESTHESESS 
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Plan Now 
Start 1926 


with a modern system for 
recording the vital statis- 
tics of your Sunday 
School ! 


Only the best is good 
enough for recording Sun- 
day School history! 


Our 1926 catalog of 
Church and Sunday 
School supplies (complete 
copy sent upon request) 
lists Record Books and 
accessories. Card Index 
supplies for Superinten- 
dent, Secretary, Teach- 


ers, Treasurer, Librarian. 


We carry the record 
supplies of all publishers. 








~ JUNIOR CHOIR 


“Christmas with the 
Old Masters” 


contains an abundance of fine 
material for Junior Choirs. We 
recommend it to all iri 


15c the copy; $1.50 the 
dozen; $10 the hundred. 





something really worth while.. 








DECEMBER 


ANY YOUNGSTER 
WOULD LOVE THIS? 














“WHAT SHALL WE PLAY” 

Fifty Games in Story Form, 
By Edna Geister. Ilustrated 
Decorated Cover. Jacket in 
Colors. Price 





The inimitable author of “‘The 
Fun Book” again shows her re- 
sourcefulness in the world of 
play. This time it isa volume 
of joy for children quite dif- 
ferent from anything else she 
has written. In breezy story 
form she tells what twelve 


cousins did to have so much} CALENDARS FOR 1926 
fun that “‘ neighboring children | sunday School, Home Depart- 
used to come over and help| ment,.and Adult Bible Class 
them wash the dishes, cut their} Calendars for 1926. 10ceach, 
grass, and shovel their walks,| $9 Der 100. ; 
just 20 they could play. with | Then te cba wae sa eve 
them.” The fifty games they | at ithe top for hanging. On each 
played are for varying condi- | month's are bref poetic selec- 
tions indoors and out, ranging | Sets, .woth, pening, Low 
from sick-a-bed games to side= | ings, brief quotations and inspirational 
aloes venlon: co coos bf 

rs, te rs . 
who have to keep small groups The Heidelberg Press 
of youngsters pap ig epPY Schaff Bldg. 
ror this is the best 15th and Race Streets 
Miss has given us. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


‘Begianers—Primary—Juniors 





A 


NEW IDEA 
FOR 


—a monthly system—permit- 
ting frequent recognition of 
prompt and regular attendance 
—and at the same time telling 
Bible stories in picture. 
Monthly Attendance Award 
ards and Seals 
12 designs—Bible Subjects. 
Each design packed 10 to 
package, t er with 50 
seals enough for 5 Sundays in 
month, 25c a package. 
THE PLAN 


and on time, the seal to 
brent, prvry pd ep peo « 
distribute the cards to the pupils. of 
attendance record. 


The Stars of Creation 
The Rainbow of Promise 
The Fishes and the Loaves 
The Building of the Temple 
he Great Catch 
he Golden Rule 
Consider the Lilies ? 
fhe Good Shepherd 
The Birds of Air 
he Harvest 
Lesson of Peace 
A Christmas Song 
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An Every-Week Christmas. Gift 


- A suggestion to all Sunday School Times readers 





itt 


j | | Hi nit j dobby HRT iil i | 
HVNUNUNUUQUUQHUUAUEEOUVAVUESEUUUUETEOTETTTAUVEGTTGSAARGTSTAS ETRE EERE STURGES 





HHUA UE 








When you choose Christmas gifts for your friends you do want 
to give them something 


In the Christmas spirit 
Acceptably 
oe arel dhought af 
mething that will represent your thought 
those to whom you send the gift 


Something that will enrich the lives of your friends 


Doesn’t The Sunday School Times meet these conditions 
as.a Christmas gift for a number of your friends? 


Why. not avail yourself of the club rate for your subscrip- 
tions for friends to whom you would like to send the paper 
as a Christmas gift? $1.50 in the United States, and $1.75 
in Canada, when five or more are ordered at one time. 

If you will send us subscriptions for five or more friends, 
we shall be glad to send to each one of them a beautifully 
illustrated Christmas card of greeting with the following 
wording, and with your name:— _ 


ary interest 








Wiitb Christmas Greetings 
and sincere wisbes for the Mew Wear 


Che Sunday School Gimmes 


will come to you as a weekly reminder of my hearty 
— for a joyful Christmas and a Happy 
ew Year of abounding blessing in life and service. 


ANUIVUOLAUUTLVNEOUNAV AGHA 
















2g VANUATU ATT Age 


Let The Sunday School Times be your answer to the 
Christmas gift problem—today ! 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Wainut St., Philadelphia 
HVMUUQYONEOETRLUTQVORUURUERLOUGUUCRUTAVAUQO ENLARGE ERR eS 
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life of a man who has had varied ex- 
periences, it is most interesting. 


Holman’ Boldblack Type _ Bible. 
Teachers’ and Reference . Editions. (A. 
J. Holman Co., Philadelphia; in various 
styles and bindings: $3.85 without Helps 
up to $7.50 in best binding, India paper, 
with Helps.) This beautiful Bite is 
printed with very clear black type, with 
ample space between the lines to make 
for easy reading. The references are 
full and all proper names self-pronounc- 
ing. The Helps, comprising about three 
hundred pages, are of exceptional value 
and interest and are in the form of a 
Dictionary-Concordance combining the 
usual features of both, and including a 
subject index to the Bible, tables of chron- 
ology and weights. and measures, value of 
coins; also a chart and harmony of the 
life of Christ, itinerary of Paul’s mis- 
sionary journeys, prophecies relating to 
Christ, his discourses and parables, chron- 
ologically arranged and harmonized in the 
four Gospels, a brief history of the vari- 
ous Bible translations, and many other 


| like helps. A particularly pleasing fea- 


ture is the placing of all the well-known 
Holman Helps under a single alphabetical 
arrangement, doing away with the neces- 
sity for a Table of. Contents to locate a 
number of disconnected “helps.” There 
are fifteen color plate maps, and more 
than a*hundred illustrations included. Yet 
all this is contained in a Bible of very 
handsome make-up, in, a size convenient 
to,carry in a man’s pocket. 


The Truth About Evolution. By Wil- 
liam Schoeler. (Lutheran Book Concern, 
Columbus, Ohio, 75 cents.) The field has 
been quite fully occupied by earnest op- 
ponents of evolution, and not a great deal of 
new matter is to be expected, though new 
alignments of truth are being constantly 
made. It seems astonishing that leading 
educators should go on blandly assuring 
the public that “The demonstration of 
evolution as a universal law of living 
nature is the great intellectual achieve- 
ment of the nineteenth century.” It is 
only explainable on the theory that such 
gentlemen do not read anything that does 
not conform to their view. To say that 
“Evolution has outgrown the rank of a 
theory, for it has won a place in natural 
law beside Newton’s law of gravitation,” 
seems a singular phenomenon in a -sci- 
entific man. While every one is entitled 
to believe as he will, it is expected that 
scientific investigators will not close their 
eyes to the great body of writing which 
may be fairly said ta show that evolution 
is only a theory, and decidedly an un- 
proved one at that. Mr. Schoeler has 
handled his subject well, pointing out the 
weaknesses of the theory, and showing 
many reasons why evolution will never 
be anything but an unproved hypothesis. 
Parents, with children in school will be 
glad to have this book, for it will give 
them some needed material with which to 
combat the current evolutionary teaching. 


The Spell of Algeria and Tunisia. By 
Francis Miltoun. (L. C. Page and Co., 
Boston, $3.75.) Love for these lands and 
their people is evideng on every page of 
this volume descriptive of Northern Af- 
rica. However, their “Spell” has mani- 
festly resulted in a prejudice in favor of 
conditions as they exist there to-day; po- 
litical, social, and religious. Written from 
the standpoint that “France has made a 
success in governing Mohammedans, the 
others have not,” and that “The Mediter- 
ranean is French—a French lake,” this 
volume treats superficially the many ques- 
tions incident to such amazing conclusions. 
In an equally superficial and apparently 
contradictory way it treats of the Mo- 
hammedan religion, boldly stating, for ex- 
ample, that “the establishment and con- 
tinuance” of the harem “is a plan that 
works well,” and in another place sym- 
pathizing heartily with the “poor pris- 
oner women” confined in these harems. 
“The Mohammedan’s religion” is called 
“a very well working one,” and the 
reader will search in vain for the faint- 
est suggestion that these Mohammedans 
need the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The book is a description. of the coun- 
tries themselves, and also of the various 
peoples, together with interesting accounts 
of their markets, their festivals, funerals, 
ambitions, loves, hates, music, poetry, and 
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religion. Each section of the country is 
treated more or less minutely in a sep- 
arate chapter, and things that all have in 
common, such as the Mohammedan re- 
ligion,.are given separate and more ex- 
tensive treatment. A large number of 
illustrations from drawings by Blanche 
McManus portray the scenery and life 
in desert, village, and metropolis. © 


Your Christmas Giving 


A§ THE season of the year approaches 
when we rejoice to make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Sunday School Times readers may 
find suggestive the following channels for 
Christmas giving: 
American Christian Relief. Mission 
There is great neéd among the members 
of the body of Christ in: Central and 
Eastern Europe; particularly needy are 
many pastors, evangelists, and Bible 
teachers. Gifts may be sent to Mr. Ed- 
ward <A. Steele, Treasurer, 219 North 
Broad: Street, Philadelphia. Warm cloth- 
ing and, serviceable shoes are greatly 
needed. For shipping directions apply to 
headquarters at 901 Schaff Building, Phila- 
~ delphia. 
American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 
Gospel and relief work, international and 
interdenominational, among the one mil- 
lion lepers scattered throughout the 
world. Gifts may be sent to W. M. Dan- 
i Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
ork. : 


f epanian 
the little Armenian refugee, who escaped 
the Turkish deportations, and €aptivity of 
the Arabs, and whose early schooling at 
the American School for Girls in Constan- 
tinople was provided for by readers of 
The Sunday Schoot Times. Arousiag is 
now in America, and you may share in the 
further training of “our little Armenian 
sister” by sending contributions to The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, marked, “For Arousiag.” 
The Belgian Gospel Mission 

Mr. and Mrs, Ralph C. Norton, Directors, 
who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 
gelistic representatives in Belgium, con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-school work in that coun- 
try.- Charles G. Trumbull; Treasurer, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Business Men’s Council of the © 

Pocket Testament League 
is conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
meetings in industrial plants, and is dis- 
tributing Testaments to “thousands of 
workers in the mills of industrial centers. 
T. Edward Ross, Treasurer, 1301 Morris 
Building, Philadelphia. 

Christian Life Literature Fund 
distributes books and leaflets on the fun- 
damentals of the Christian life, and the 
Director writes letters of spiritual coun- 
sel to inquiring Christians all over the 
world. The work is dependent upon vol- 
untary offerings. Checks should be made 
payable to the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


The Christian Testimony to Jews 
is responsible,.under God, for the support 
of ten Hebrew Christian evangelists in 
Soviet Russia, three in Poland and Vol- 
hynia, six colporteurs, help for four He- 
brew Christian young people in Bible and 
medical training, one Hebrew Christian 
young man in charge of a Bible depot, 
definite care of one large and two smaller 
Hebrew Christian centers of evangelistic 
work, the spread of the Scriptures in 
Soviet Russia, Ukrainia, Volhynia, Po- 
land, and elsewhere in Central Europe, 
with the special objective of sending out 
Spirit-filled evangelists into all parts of 
Russia and Poland. Gifts may be sent to 
Edward A. Steele, Treasurer, 901 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia. 

Evangelical Theological College of Dallas, 

Texas, : 
provides a thorough training for the min- 
istry, which aims at the highest standards 
of expository preaching. in the power and 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit. Wil- 

* liam S. Mosher, Treasurer, Dallas, Texas. 


The Great Commission Prayer League 
is a faith movement of intercession, a 
center for the world-wide distribution of 
leaflets on evangelism and the spiritual 
life. Its headquarters are at 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 


Million Testaments for China Campaign 
An unusual opportunity to help give a 
million copies of the New Testament to 
the people of China in this time of crisis. 
To make this nation-wide distribution of 
the Word, $150,000 will be needed. Each 
1s cents sends a cloth bound Testament: 


















































Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 














-|Sani-Flush 








theres 
nothing 

like it 
; 





No HOUSEHOLD should be without 
Sani-Flush. There is nothing else 
that does the same good work. 

Sani-Flush cleans the toilet bowl 
—makes it sparkling white. It 
cleans the hidden, unhealthful trap 

.»-which’ cannot be. reached by. any 

other means. It destroys all foul 
odors. It makes the toilet sanitary. 

Simply sprinkle Sani-Flush into 
the bow!—follow directions on the © 
can—and flush. It is harmless to | 
plumbing connections. Keep a can 
handy in the bathroom. 

Buy Sani-Flush at your gro- 

cery, drug or hardware store, 

or send 25c for a full-size can. 





Tue Hycienic Propucts Co. 
Canton, Ohio 
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$150 will send one thousand Testaments; ! 
$15 will send one hundred Testaments; 
$7.50 will send fifty Testaments. Gifts 
may be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- , 
phia, or to Mr. John G. Harris, Treasurer, 
Million Testaments for China Campaign, 
119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


Near East Relief 
is greatly in need of funds for taking 
care of the Armenian and Greek refugee | 
orphan children in Greece, Syria, and 
other points of the Levant. Checks may | 
be sent to 151 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


The Pioneer Mission Agency 
has ‘been used, under God, in a remark- | 
able way to survey the missionary needs | 
of the long-neglected Indian tribes of 
Mexico, Central America, and South 
America, and in stimulating Christians 
on both sides of the Atlantic to occupy 
hitherto untouched fields. Gifts will be | 
used to maintain the work of further | 
exploration .and co-operation with exiSt- 
ing mission boards, and in the publication | 
and circulating of reports of the work. | 
The Treasurer is B. F. Culp, 80 Stafford | 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 

The Scripture Gift Mission 
supplies missionaries and Christian work- 
ers, at home and in heathen lands, with 
free grants of attractively illustrated 
Scriptures for distribution among those 
who are too poor to purchase the Word of 
God. R. B. Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


The Victorious Life Testimony 
at whose conferences the message of “The 
Life that is Christ’ is preached has been 
equipping and making ready Keswick, 
New Jersey, as a conference center and 
as a rest home for returned missionaries 
and other Christian workers. Gifts: will 
be applied to the support of the current 
conference work of the Testimony, for 
further equipment for Keswick, and to 
the stimulating of prayer groups in com- 
munities, churches, and colleges, and for 
the necessary clerical assistance for 
these activities. B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Wheaton College ° 
#a_ standard American co-educational 
college where the fundamentals of the 
faith are honored, and strong collegiate 
standards maintained. Charles A. Blan- 
chard, D.D., President, Wheaton, III. 


% ‘ 


; * 391 





Would You Like to Exchange 


Your guilt for forgiveness, your self-life for Christ-life, your de- 
feat for victory, your idle words for words of grace, your mourn- 
ing for rejoicing? If so, you should read a tender, yet telling 
article ‘‘ Beauty for Ashes’’—in the, December issue of the 


Christ Life, or the Word of the Cross 


HOWARD A. BANKS, Editor 


A devotional monthly magazine setting forth the way ofthe Cross 
and the fullness of the Spirit. 


Other valuable features of the magazine are the sound, practical 

and spiritual helps on the Senior and Junior Christian Endeavor 

Topics, and abridged notes on the Sunday School Lessons. 
Price, $1.00 a Year. Sample Copy Free. 


(SpeciAL Pricks FOR QUANTITIES) 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, _ Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 














Earnest Christians will welcome the new book— 


EFFECTIVE PRAYING 


By HENRY W. FROST, D.D. 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission 


A series of vital studies giving the underlying principles of prevailing prayer 


PRAYER DEFINED 
PRAYER ANALYZED 
PRAYER TO THE FATHER 
PRAYER IN THE NAME OF CHRIST PRAYER WONDERS 
PRAYER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT PRAYER TRIUMPHANT 


A book for hungering hearts 
162 pages, $1.25, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


PRAYER PRINCIPLES 
PRAYER CONDITIONS 
PRAYER PRIVILEGES 








To Prevent Errors and Delays 


i Rea Sunday School Times goes into 
every state and province in the United 
States and Canada, and into more than 
| one hundred other countries. 

On account of the distant points that 
must be reached by The Sunday School 
Times every week in time for the les- 

















BR Y AN. Memorial Series 


Famous Essays in Attractive Form By 
WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 


The First Commandment The Making of a Man | Each 
The Royal Art Fruits of the Tree 50. 

The Message from Bethlehem c 
F.H.REVELL CO.,158 5th Ave., NewYork, 17 N. Wabash Ave.,Chicago 


PEARL’S SECRET 


By Mrs. Howarp TAayYLor 


‘THE true story of a very real and 

lovable little girlin far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 
enjoy her games and her happy ways. 
They will see, too, that even a very 
short life may be a great blessing to 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they” read the 


little book about her. 75 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





























In- ordering’ goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige’ the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you jsaw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


son we are obliged to work three weeks 
ahead in our mechanical departments. 

Therefore new and renewal orders and 
changes of address should reach us at 
least three weeks before the date of the 
issue with which they are to take effect, 
— four weeks if you live as far away as 
the Pacific Coast, and longer than that 
for foreign countries. 

What does the number or date signify on 
the mailing label? 

The date or number shown in the mail- 
ing label indicates when a subscription 
needs to be renewed. (Subscriptions 
are not continued beyond the renewal date 
unless ordered continued by the sub- 
scriber. ) 

How to Make a Change of Address 
When you order the paper sent to an 
new address of a subscriber, please be 
| sure to send us the old address, enclosing 
| if possible the address label from a recent 
copy. That will enable us to trace the 
subscription promptly, and to make the 
change without delay; but please allow 
three weeks before you expect the paper 

at the new address. 

Your co-operation in all this will-enable 
fis to render a still more satisfactory serv- 
ice, and to get the paper to its-destination 
with a still smaller number of delivery 
delays or interruptions. 

Tue SunpAy ScHoot Times ComMPANy 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Is there the proper relationship be- 
tween the homes and your Sunday- 
school? “The Sunday-school and the 
Home,” by Frank L. Brown, gives defi- 
nite plans for creating and sustaining 
that relationship. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 cts.) 





OUR children will never escape a 
from the good influence of these ls : 
stories. Put the book in their — 
hands or read the stories to them. 
Forever afterward their lives wil 
be better and happier. These - 
are stories that have re- 
deemed the world and 
| inspired all that is 
| best in Home 
and Family 
life. 


A New Bible Story Every Night 















Paes 


Over 
600 pages 
Over 200 





'EGERMEIER’S 


poiperipe ann : Illustrations 


BIBLE STORY BOOK 


| Direct, dng and dramatic stories of intense interest, rich material, historic background, and Divine 
meaning. Divided into periods of Bible history and arranged chronologically so that young or old 
can get a better understanding of the Bible than ever before. 
SEND COUPON FOR FREE EXAMINATION. You can possess this beautiful work 
without risking one cent. 15 of the illustrations are full-page color plates suitable for framing. 
Thousands of these books have been sold and the demand is increasing. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
The Bible Story Book can be had from most dealers— 
do not accept substitute. 
Com: of Sunday School 
sasha tin ona aeene 
There’s a Wholesome Moral in every 
Gospel Trumpet Book 


WRITE TODAY! 


MAIL NEAREST OFFICE, DEPT. 14 . 


Gentlemen: Please send me without expense or § 
obligation for free examination the New Cloth Bound g 
Edition of the Bible Story Book. At the end of 5 
days, I will return the book or send you $2.00 in & 
full payment. 


_ O Check here if Kraft Deluxe edition, price $3.50. 
is desired, instead of Cloth Edition. 





ANDERSON, IND. 

Pomona, Callf., th and Carey Avenue. 
. Atlanta, Ga., 638 Edgewood Avenue. 
BRANCHES ‘Kansas City. 15th and Prospect Avenue. 
Yakima, Wash., 10 S. Seventh Street. 


7 STATE. « 
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Bible Stories That Never Grow Old 


Children of the Bible Series, Illustrated A Child’s Life of Christ 








Half Vellum 45¢ 
wince " Decorated in Se corey 
| Gold and pared nar- 
THE ADOPTED SON Colas rative of the 
THE STORY OF MOSES Master's life 
25¢ each 


on earth, il- 
lustrated with 
49 pictures. 
Suited to 
young people 
under twelve 


Each story is 
complete b 

itself, and fol- 
lows the Bible 
narrative. The 























language is years of age. 
| within the Child’s Story 
com pr e near of the Bible 
sion of youth- 
ful sedine and A bia ; 
the books con- well-writ- 
; tain a_profu- ten story of 
sion of illustra- the Bible 








tions suited to boys 
The Boy Who Obeyed. The S cory of teens and girls about ten years of age. It contains 


The F Bo The 8 £ Jacob 72 illustrations. 

je Farmer boy. e Story of jacob. ° 

The Favorite Son, ‘lhe Story of Joseph. Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible 

The Adopted Son. The Story of Moses. By Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut 

The Boy General, The Story of Joshua. Illustrated. $2.00 

The Boy at School, ‘The Story of Samuel. 

The Shepherd Boy. The Story of David. 

The Boy Who Would Be King. The Story 
of Absalom. 

The Captive Boy. The Story of Daniel. 

The Boy Jesus, 


Mother Stories Series - 


Price each, 50c 
Handsomely print- 
ed and profusely il- 
lustrated. Orna- 
mented cloth. 
sj For children from 
a} five to ten years old, 
An entirely new 
series, including 


This is a complete Bible 
story from Genesis to 
Revelation told in lan- 
guage that interests both 
old and young. It en- 
joys the distinction of 

aving the largest yearly 
sale of any book on the 
subject. The new edi- 
tion is self-pronouncing 
-and contains 762 pages. 


Bible Hero Story Books 


25¢ each 

j Anew series of Bible 
{ story books, full of 
illustrations, bound 






the best stories that in board with colored 
mothers can tell hr on cover, ‘ 
their children. ize 6x8% in. 

Mother Nu The Story 


of Joseph 
The Story of David 


rsery 
Rhymes and Fairy The Story of Jesus 


Tales, 135 illustra- 
‘} tions. 








Bible Alphabet and 
Mother Nature Stories. 97 illustrations. Story Book 
Mother Stories from the Old Testament. 25¢ 
45 illustrations. 





Mother Stories from the New Testament, 
45 illustrations. 


Mother Bedtime Stories. 
Mother Animal Stories, 


Mother Bird Stories, 


Printed on oa fibre paper. Containing 
the complete alphabet with appropriate 
Bible pictures to create a greater interest in 
the Bible ‘and instil an early love for its 
sacred teachings. On the same page as the 
illustrations are interesting ,verses relative 
to the Bible Story. 


STOCKTON PRESS, 516 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 




















Just What You Have Been Looking For! 


Helps on the International Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
True to the Fundamentals of the Christian Faith 


THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE” SERIES 
QUARTERLIES AND PAPERS 


EXPOSITIONAL DISPENSATIONAL PRACTICAL 


Helps for All Grades—Teachers and Scholars 
Samples of the FULL LINE sent Free on request 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 









































How I Know God Answers Prayer 


By ROSALIND (Mrs. Jonathan) GOFORTH 


Mrs. Goforth knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to delivere 
ance in life and death struggles. An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life ef 
George Mueller. $1.25, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








The Victorious Life 

















An Ideal Place for that Fall 
or Winter Vacation 


F YOU are planning to take a week or 

so from your work or your duties dur- 
ing the fall or winter months, and you 
want a real retreat where you may find 
quietness, rest, and recreation amidst 
healthful and beautiful surroundings, yet 
with real Christian fellowship and spir- 
itual blessing, Keswick may prove to be 
just the place you are looking fer. Among 
the-evergreens, bordering on, beautiful lit- 
tle lakes, Keswick’s six hundred acres of 
consecrated ground are almost as charm- 
ing in winter as in summer. Among the 
many featyres of benefit and enjoyment 
an hour of Bible study is planned for 
each day, and arrangements are being 
made to have prominent Bille teachers 
at Keswick during the winter season. 
The very moderate rates and all other 
information may be had fom Addison C. 
Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 


Philadelphia, Pa., January 20-23, 1926.—Ninth 
Winter Conference of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Spruce. Full in- 
formation may be had from the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


AThousand Words, or One Look 


N REPORTING the work of the 

China Sunday School Union to the 
World’s Sunday School Association, its 
Secretary, the Rev. E. G. Tewksbury, of 
Shanghai, says: 

“All Sunday-school work must increas- 
ingly become indigenous, if it is to root 
and grow in the Orient. Not only in 
the Lesson Note preparation, but also in 
picture illustrative work, is the China 
Sunday School -Union seeking to make 
its material more indigenous. 

“A Chinese Christian artist has been 
employed on full time especially for this 
Bible illustrative work. It will be in- 
teresting to watch the experiment with 
the Chinese Sunday School Union artist, 
as he attempts to make the Bible live 
for his countrymen. There is but little 
hope tliat the majority of the present gen- 
eration of adult illiterates can ever learn 
to read fluently with the old Chinese char- 
acters or any other alphabet. They 
must depend for their knowledge of the 
Bible on the spoken word or their mem- 


ory, unless in some way we can tell them 


the Bible stories without words. The 
Sunday School Union is making an at- 
tempt to do this, at least with some of 
the Bible stories, and in this attempt we 
are following out a Chinese proverb which 
says, ‘A thousands words are not equal 
to ane look.’” 


Sg 
A Sunday School Library 
in Syria 


N 1920, a Sufhday-school library was 

started in Syria. The nucleus was the 
gift of twenty-five books from the 
World’s Sunday School Association in 
New York City. The Rev. George H. 
Scherer, of Suk-el-Gharb is the Sunday- 
school Secretary for Syria and the frep- 
resentative of the World’s Sunday School 
Association in that field. Mr. Scherer 
reports that the library now contains 235 
volumes of a general nature with,an addi- 
tional 200 Bible study text-books. There 
are likewise files of the Religious Educa- 
tion Journal and of other weekly and 
monthly ‘periodicals. Twenty-five period- 
icals are received regularly in the office 
of the Syria Sunday School Committee 
im Beirut. There 1s a plan by which books 
are loaned to workers all over Syria and 
the results are encouraging. 
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Gifts Acceptable 
and Lasting 


There are few things so lasting in their 
impression and so permanent in their help- 
fulness as good books. The Sunday 
School Times offers the following publica- 
tions that should be particularly interesting 
at this time both as gifts to friends and 


for your own use. 


To Read the Bible— 
and Unders 


The little booklet, “Once a Year,” by 
J. H. Smeeton (20 cents, $2 a-dozen), 
giving a logical heading for each day’s 
reading and carrying one through the 
Bible in exactly a year, will provide a 
good working basis. To get a clear, view 
of each Bible book as a whole, with no- 
tation of most precious passages, you 
should commence each new book with the 
corresponding chapter in “Your Study 
Bible,” by J. W. Weddell ($1.25), with 
its clear analytical outlines. For topical 
study a good book is “Outline Bible 
Studies” ($2), by the Rev. H. W. Frost 
of the China Inland Mission, an illumin- 
ating series of outlines on more than 300 
topics as gleaned through a lifetime of 
studies for the meeting of personal needs. 
Two small but enlightening booklets are 


“Vital Teachings of God’s Word” (20 


cents) and “Principles of Interpretation” 
(30 cents), both by James H, Todd, also 
of the China Inland Mission. . 


Stirring Missionary Adventure 
is provided by Miss F. S. H. Young’s 
new book, “Pearls from the Pacific” 
($2), beautifully ‘illustrated and giving 
the thrilling account of God’s work in 
the faraway Solomon Islands in associa- 
tion with Dr. Northcote Deck, Dr. Deck’s 
own deeply devotional studies in “*Mount- 
ing Up with Wings’? ($1.25) will be 
found stimulating and challenging, as will 
Dr. C. E. Scott’s vivid narratives in “‘An- 
swered Prayer m China” ($1.50), and 
Gordon Watt’s “The Cross in Faith and 
Conduct” ($1). 


Of Special Interest 
to Parents and Teachers 

Every parent will profit by a reading 
of Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s classic “‘Hints 
on Child Training” ($1.50), written over 
thirty years ago and now reprinted to 
satisfy the real need that many feel for 
it. Mr. Howard’s. “Father and “Son” 
($1) has helped many a father, and is 
an ideal book to present to a husband. 
“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools” (75 


cents), by the same author, should be in © 
the hands of young teachers, while more - 


mature téachers and superintendents will 
be repaid many times over by the reading 
cf Mr. Entzminger’s new book, “The 
Sunday School Transformed” ($1.50), 
telling how to get bigger Sunday-schools 
and how to make their work more ef- 
fective. 


For the Young People 

there are good books aplenty. Wade 
Smith has a new series of talk3.for the 
boys, “On the Mark’ ($1.25), while his 
“Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” (90 
cents) remains popular with the kiddies. 
Girls and young women will read_ with 
profit Mabel Hale’s “Beautiful Girl- 
hood” ($1), a book of appealing charm 
and tenderness. ‘“‘China Chats” ($1), 
compiled by F. F. Helmer, is a brand- 
new, illustrated missionary volume, a 
series of absorbing talks with children 
about old China’s young folks. Other 


missionary- books that the young people . 
will -like are contained in the “Christian: 


Hero Series,” giving the lives of John 
Wesley, John G. Paton, Martin Luther, 
James Hudson Taylor and David Liv- 
ingstone (5 volumes, 75 cents each). 


A book for every member of the family 
—the gift most appreciated 
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Lesson for December 20 
Matthew 2: 1-15 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 27.. Press On! Phil. 3 : 7-14. 
1926 

January 3. How Does God Show His Loving 
Care? Luke 12: 6-8; 1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 23: 
1-6. (Consecration meeting.) 

January 10. How Is Prohibition Succeeding? 
Prov. 23 : 29-32 

January 17. Great Ideas That Have Spurred 
People to Action. Isa. 6:1-8; 2 Sam. 
7s 1-3. 


Sunday, December 20 


Why Is Christmas a Time of Joy? 
(Matt. 1 : 18-23; 2 Cor. 9:15) 





Mon.—Joy of salvation (Luke 2: 25-40). 
Tues.—Joy of God with us (John 1:1- 


5» 14). 

Wed.—Joy because of heaven’s interest 
(Luke 2 : 8-20). 

Thurs.—Joy in God’s love (1 John 3: 1-3). 

Fri—Joy in gift-giving (Acts 20: 35). 

Sat.—Joy in hope (1 Pet. 1: 1-9). 











What Christmas customs bring jey? 
What can our society do to spread Christ- 
mas joy? 


What is the value of Christmas to the 
world? 


NEW. baby brother had come intp 
the home of a little nine-year-old 
lad,, and ‘fer days he had come into the 
schoolroom radiant with some new at- 
traction he had seen about the baby. 
One day he told the teacher about the 
baby’s fingers and toes, another day about 
his winking eye. After about a week of 
this confiding, the teacher asked one 
morning: “Robert, what is the very nicest 
thing about your baby brother ?” 
Quick as a flash came the response, 
“Just having him.” 


w 
As Christians, grateful though we are 
for the many blessings that have come 


Tye Sanday School Ginies 


Philadelphia, December 5, 1925 








Advertising Rates 
90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-80; 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or moi copies, either to 
separate addresses or ii a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on. a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, -all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
_ The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
jal Postal Union at the United States 

% plus so cents each for foreign postage. 

# is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
copies, either to separate addresses or in 

a package to ene address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, 
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THE SUNDAY 


to us through the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
not the real secret of Christmas joy, 
after all, just the having him, the joy 
that leaps in our hearts as we realize the 
true meaning of his name Immanuel, God 
with us? e 


The coming of the little Bethlehem 
babe was different from every other ap- 
pearance of God to men. Ever since man 
sinned in the Garden of Eden he has 
trembled, terror stricken, in the pres- 
ence of God. Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Dan- 
iel, and all of the Old Testament worthies 
were unable to stand erect before the 
awful presence of God’s holiness. Yet 
to Bethlehem the simple shepherds and 
the wise men came unafraid, to bow at the 
feet of Godin the flesh. The little Babe 
was not only God incarnate but the Sav- 
iour of the world who had come that 
all who would might have life and have 
it more abundantly. 

So our Christmas joy in having the 
Lord Jesus Christ is wrapped up in our 
joy in him as our Saviour as well as our 
friend. ™ > 


What can we do to spread this Christ- 
mas joy? If our hearts are really filled 
with a personal love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we cannot help spreading Christ- 
mas joy the whole year round but espe- 
cially at the time when the Christian 
world is turning its thoughts back nine- 
teen hundred years to the little town of 
Bethlehem. First, let us ask God how 
he wants to use us this Christmas season. 
What greatey joy could you bring into 
any one’s life than to lead him to Christ? 
Will you ask him to prepare you for just 
that sort of spreading Christmas joy, 
that will not only make another glad, but 
fill your heart with praise and gratitude, 
and even bring joy in the presence of 
the angels? Why not make the aim of 
your society for this Christmas season 
that every member should lead at least 
one person to Christ, or, at least, per- 


sonally give the Gospel message to one | 


person during Christmas week ? 
ye 

There are many other ways in which 
your Christmas joy may be shared, and 
by co-operating with your pastor you can 
learn of the particular needs in your com- 
munity or in your denomination, and help 
by your gifts of time and of money to! 
meet them with the true Christian spirit, 
but let us be certain that all that we do 
to bring Christmas joy to others is done 
because of our love for Christ. 
possible to do many good works at Christ- 
mas time because of sentiment, and to 
miss entirely the great blessing that may 
be ours and that we may pass on to 


others, if the mainspring of all our actions | 
is a personal love for the Lord Jesus 


Christ. 
ye 

Have I given God the supreme gift, myself, 
in gratitude for his unspeakable gift, the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 

Am I giving him to others? 

Is his joy overflowing in my life? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Three Days of Prayer 


O YOU remember the , wonderful 
“three days prayer season” so widely 
and unitedly observed last year during 
the closing days of December? Again and 
again during the present year echoes of 
blessing from those meetings have been 
reverberating far and wide. For example, 
the following, received only a few weeks 
ago from a Southern correspondent: 
During the three days of prayer, December 
29 to 31, 1924, God definitely impressed me to 
open a Public Prayer Room in the heart of 
With Philippians 4:19 behind me I 
rented a room in one of the big office build- 
ings, and on the twentieth of January the 
place was opened. - Many souls have 
found rest and peace here. Money has come 
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MOST HELPFUL BIBLE bE T gt 


Saves Time—Makes Meaning Clear 


"THOMESON'S Chain Reference Bible is new 


ifferent. Gives you Me a pa Bible 
Hibrary in one volume. Contains full authorized 
Bible Text and equal of of 800 pages of Reference 
Chains, Character ies, Bible readings, Expository verse 
analysis, historicaldata,etc. Unique Chain Reference System 
and Topical Index lead you tothe truths you seek and make 
their meaningclear. Rapidly taking placeof allReferenceBibles 
with clergymen, Biblestudents and devout people everywhere. 
Text Cyclopedia aloneworth more thancost of entire volume. 








Only Bible Having Text Cyclo opedia_ ‘AGENTS | 
Nothing like it. Represents years Cy labor. Correlat: 

gs of Scripture on great spiritual th themes under WwW ANTED 

ceareaat fed headings euch ne: verty-riches; patience- | Men or women 
impatience; love-hatred; etc.Givesall ReferenceChains | make a 

a under Chain Topi ic as well as gen week. tae 

Parente dictionary material and comp: ve | sold last year. 
aurea. places and customs. ners eaters, 

Beaute 11 aie ed : car 

PERE wi brad and descriptive book sent tim ry. ail oF pare o ‘nobler 


our our puarantee offer. No obligation. 


2.8. 2. <=: BIBLE COMPANY 
Dept. 325 R Indianapolis, Ind. 








ericadnaina gig 
offer. 


for our special 








Free Book Coupo 
B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO., Dept.325R, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Gentlemen: Please send FREE boo vi yy Hw .- DF 
=“ rieheck of your ‘Chain Reference Bible Bible a in Y 


for agent’s proposition, 
Name. 











It. is | 





Address. 





City, 


THE OUR 
WONDERFUL of. WONDERFUL 
NAMES LORD 


Three Hundred and Sixty-Five Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus Christ, arranged for 
DAILY MEDITATION AND PRAYER WITH BRIEF DEVOTIONAL COMMENT 


By CHARLES E. HURLBURT, former General Director of the Africa Inland Mission, and 
T. C. HORTON, Editor-in-Chief of The King’s Business 


| An attractive and appropriate GIFT BOOK. Sent postpaid for $1.50 
Orper From 7. C. HORTON, 536 S.-Hopre STREET, Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 




















| A CYCLOPEDIA OF 20TH CENTURY ILLUSTRATIONS 
| By AMOS R. WELLS. 


Illustrations of truth from current news; daily happenings, recent inventions and 
discoveries, for the use of Christian workers everywhere. Meaty and up-to-date. $3. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WaLNuT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


Know the Bible as Bryan Knew It 


Thru Moody Bible Institute 
Correspondence Courses 


BRYAN S strong stand for the truth—his per- 
fect faith—were founded on his knowledge 
of the Scriptures. 


Are you prepared to defend your faith as Bryan 
was? Are you satisfied with your knowledge 
and understanding of the Bible? 


The ten Home Study Courses bring to you the 
truths that have prevailed for iwenty centuries 
in a clear, concise manner. Among these courses 
is one ideally adapted to your needs. 

_ now—from 10 interesting courses. 


Decide now to increase your Bible knowledge— 
and strengthen your belief—this interesting way. 
32,000 Bible students in every corner of the 
globe have been benefited by these courses—re- 
sults of eminent Bible scholars over thirty-nine 
years. 

They are non-sectarian. Sold at less than half cost—not for profit. 
Follow the example of Bryan, the leader. Know the Bible. Send the 
coupon for free prospectus. Select your course. il the coupon at once. 


Moody Bible Institute Correspondence School 


Dept, 4509 — 153 Institute Place Chicago, Illinois, U.S. A. 

Now studying — 1236 in day classes — 1140 evening — 9807 correspondence 

SBRSSSEESSSESSSSSSSSSHURSSSSSSSSHSISSSSSSSSSSeSSSeesee 
Check now the course you need. Mail this coupon 


P MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
@® Dept. 4509, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


® gp end me, FREE, Prospectus describing the Home Study Courses—I am interested in those checked 
: C] Synthetic Bible Study. 0) Fundamentals of Christian 0) Evangeliem. 

= () Bible Chapter Summary. Faith. O) World-Wide Missions. © 
® (] Introductory Bible Course. 0) Christian Evidences. © Scofield Bible Corre 
= C Bible Doctrine. O Practical Christian Work. spondence Course. 

® Name 


F Address .. 














William Jennings Bryan 
The Commoner 
“The word Se wg Bible hs 





in these prand the great 
Commoner expresses the 
Sirm faith that carried him 
through life. 
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in for the rent of the room, and God has 
never failed to meet every need. 

If this had been the only result of those 
gatherings, the effort would not have been 
in vain; but probably there were com- 
paratively few countries in the world 
where similar blessing in some form was 
not experienced. Why not again this 
year the afternoon and evening observ- 
ance of the same three days, giving each 
service over entirely to praise and prayer? 
As a matter of fact there are likely to 
be even a larger number of such gather- 
ings. Will there be one in your home, 
or your church? And a Watch Night 
service, too? We rejoice with you. 





December 14 to 20 


Mon,—Matthew 2 : 1-12, 
The Wise Men Seeking the King. 
Notice that every reading this week is 
taken from the “second chapter” either 
of Matthew or of Luke, the two out- 
standing “virgin birth’ books of the 
Bible. “In the mouth of two or three 
witnesses shall every word be estab- 
lished.” Three important doctrines: 
“verbal inspiration” of the Word of God, 
“virgin birth’ of the Som of God, “vital- 
izing power” of the Spirit of God.” 
Prayer THOUGHT: Some one has said: 
“Men will not pray if they can get what 
they want without praving for it.” To 
pray is to acknowledge Aependence upon 
Another, which man is too proud to do 
if he can avoid itt. He would rather steal 
(rroM God) than to ask (oF God)! 


Tues.—Luke 2:1-7. No Room in the Inna. 


“The inn’ would have been the “dig- 
nified, appropriate place” for the recep- 
tion of so royal a Guest, just as (humanly 
speaking) the cultured heart is to-day. 
But alas, the place that man would deem 
appropriate is the most inappropriate of 
all. Pride of intellect, of position, or 
rank, leaves no room for the lowly, yet 
exalted One “from above.” 

Prayer Succestions: In the far in- 
terior of China is a lonely, unknown mis- 
sionary for. whom comparatively few 
pray. Remember such a@ one in your 
prayers; and such also in almost every 
foreign field. Many a missionary is all 
but forgotten after he has been gone a 
year, 

Wed.—Matthew 2 : 13-18, 
The Martyr Boys of Bethlehem. 

As another has said, Herod “takes a 
large sweep, so as not to miss his mark,” 
but he missed it nevertheless. God was 
there ahead of Herod, as he always is to 
protect the objects of his care. If the 
child of God is eternally safe in the 
Father’s hand (John 10: 28, 29), surely 
then the Son; but (amazing thought!) 
neither one: more than the other! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Your mid-week 
meeting, is it poorly attended? Ina cer- 


tain town in the Middle West is a small |. 


church whose prayer-meeting attendance 
was less than fifty a year ago. Then 
came a sweeping revival, since which 
time the usual prayer-meeting attendance 
has been above five hundred. Is this 
what your church needs? Pray! 


Thurs.—Matthew 2 : 19-23. 
The Return to Nazareth. 

Four times in chapters one and two, 
Joseph received explicit divine direction 
“in a dream”; twice in to-day’s reading. 
The first of the latter two was general; 
the second, specific. He who follows 
implicitly God’s general guidance will be 
instructed even as to- details. “I being in 
the way” in general, “the Lord led me” 
to the very house (see Gen. 24:27). And 
it is still true. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Many of the 
prayer . requests which are sent to the 
writer are for. guidance,. Let us remem- 
ber all such to-day. Your own may be 
included. If so, in connection therewith 
read Proverbs 3:5-7; Psalm 32:8; James 
I:5-7; I John 3:21, 22; Psalm 2539-14. 
Fri—Luke 2 : 25-35. The Rejoicing of Simeon. 


Yesterday it was Joseph, “a just: man” 
(Matt. 1: 19), being definitely guided. To- 
day it is Simeon, “just and devout,” like- 
wise guided (v. 27). There are few in- 
deed who fulfil the divine conditions; one 
of the most important of which is indi- 
cated in Psalm 25:9. Many theoretically 
desire; few practically fulfil. 


_ 
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Prayer Succestions: Do you “com- 
mit” to God when you pray? How can 
he answer prayer when the object is un- 
committed, or only partly, or intermit- 
tently, committed; or worse still, when 
you yourself are uncommitted? When 
we commit to God (Psa. 37:5), he com- 
mits to us (1 Tim. 6:20). Pray that you 
may experience this double committal. 


Sat.—Luke 2 : 36-4@. Anna the Prophetess. 


Would -Simeon and Anna have seen 
“the Lord’s Christ” if they had not been 


- 


the second time” (Heb. 9:28). What 
about those who love not “his appearing” ? 
(2 Tim. 4:8.) It is a solemn question. 
PraYER SuccestTions:° Pray for, the 
thousands of college students who are 
now, or soon will be, on their way home 
for the holidays. Pray too for the tens 
of thousands of overworked clerks. Re- 
member in prayer all contemplated Watch 
Night services and Three Days Prayer 
gatherings. 


Sun.—Luke 2: 8-14. The Angels’ Song. 


(Lesson for Dec. 20) DECEMBER 5, 19 


their flock,” but also “watching” for theit 4 
coming Lord, else the angel’s announce 
ment would have been utterly meaningles 
to them; just as the “promise of his 
coming” (2 Pet. 3:4) is apparently mean 
ingless to non-watchers to-day 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that Gody 


may increase greatly the number of shep 


“ 


herds (pastors) in our day who exertisé ci 


faithfully the double watch —“over thei: 


flock by night,” and for the coming of , 


“Christ the Lord’ and King. Pray also 
that the “good tidings” of his first. and 


“waiting” and “looking” for him? “Unto 


These shepherds also must have been 
them that look for him shall he appear 


i second advents may 
devout men, not only “keeping watch over 


known “to all people’ (v. 10). 
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IF you are interested in 
VOICE CULTURE 


Perfect Voice Institute, Studio 47-69 
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